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Administration: Michael Thurmond, CEO, Zachary Williams, Executive Assistant/ Chief Operating
Officer, Barbara Sanders-Norwood, County Clerk, Viviane Ernstes, County Attorney

A. INSPIRATIONAL

Misihyia Pickney (Senior at Drew Charter) - YMCA Black History Month
Inspirational Speech

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Mereda Davis Johnson- District 5

B. PRESENTATIONS

Mack Wilbourn - 50 Years in Business
DeKalb County E911 Recognition

C. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

The purpose of public comment is to allow the public to voice county-related requests, concerns or opinions
during the Commission meeting. Speakers will only have the opportunity for one public comment per meeting.
Public comments may be made in person or submitted by sending an email no longer than one page to
PublicComment@dekalbcountyga.gov which must be received between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. on the day of
the meeting. Only those emails received during the allotted time may be read aloud. Public comment emails
received outside of the allotted time will be included in the public comment record for the next meeting after
receipt of those emails. The body of your email must include your first and last name, followed by your
address. By submitting an email for public comment at any time, you agree to have your name, address and
email entered into the record/minutes. Each in-person speaker must complete a speaker card and present it to
the clerk before the beginning of the public comment portion of the meeting.
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Cards must be turned in to the clerk from the time the general meeting is convened (generally 9 A.M.) and by
the beginning of public comment portion generally following presentations on the agenda. The clerk will accept
cards on a first-come, first-served basis. Prior to the clerk’s call for public comment, in-person speakers who are
residents of DeKalb County shall be allowed to speak before residents of other counties are allowed to speak.
Once the public comment portion of the meeting begins, speaker cards will no longer be accepted. Speakers will
be allowed to speak for three minutes each and public comment shall not exceed 30 minutes in length. When the
buzzer sounds to indicate that time has run out, the speaker will be expected to immediately cease speaking and
to yield the podium. Those in-person attendees who submitted speaker cards but did not speak because of the
time allotment will be allowed to speak first at the next regularly scheduled Commission meeting without
regard to residence. If time remains in the proscribed public comment portion of said meeting, email comments
will be read into the record by the clerk or designee. Any remaining email public comments received between
9:00 am and 10:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting not read into the record will be submitted into the minutes by
the clerk or designee and shall be forwarded to each commissioner by email. Speakers should always talk
directly into the microphone and begin by stating their name, full address and the name of any organization they
represent. Abusive, profane or derogatory language, holding up signs, clapping, yelling, standing or laying in
the aisles to show support for or opposition to a speaker will not be permitted, but a show of hands or quietly
standing in place will be permitted to show support for or opposition to a speaker's position.

Public Comments: In Person
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Public Comments: February 16, 2023- Unread Emails

1. Joy Martin, 220 Ponce De Leon Place Decatur- Dekalb County Zoning Board:
Residents living near the site of the proposed Atlanta Public Safety Training Center,
commonly known as “Cop City,” reported contractors engaging in construction work
Monday morning, despite the appeal filed on behalf of Community Stakeholder
Advisory Committee member and local resident Amy Taylor last week. Filing the
appeal stays the power of the land disturbance permit (LDP) and makes any
construction effort illegal while the appeal is pending. I support the community and
the injunction requested that the Court grant a temporary restraining order (TRO) to
immediately halt construction at the site until the ZBA issues its decision on the
appeal, and requests that the Court retain the authority to enforce the TRO
throughout that period.

2. Shira Concool (No Address)- My name is Shira Concool and I am a mother,
voter, LEAD Atlanta alum and a Licensed Professional Counselor working with
clients throughout Dekalb county. I am urging this Board to halt the work of building
any police training site in the South River/Weelaunee Forest in this county. The
destruction of the forest is not only illegal at this time due to permit appeal it is
morally abhorrent considering the life and limb danger this construction of this site is
causing to protestors and those living around the Forest. I want to be clear, those of
us who protest the site are not outsiders. We live, work in, play and love the Atlanta
metro area and we will not stand to see it destroyed to further pollution, harassment
and caging of our citizens nor the murdering of environmental protestors. Please put
the requests of your citizens above the requests of the Atlanta Police Foundation and
corporations. Thank you for your time and consideration.

3. Katie Doyl , 206 Rogers St NE Atlanta, GA 30317- Hello, I’'m writing to demand
stop work of the Weelaunee / South River forest. As a person of the community, I
do not believe this training facility will help our community but damage it.
Communities make us safer, not police. The funding that goes into these projects and
into police budget should go to resources for people. The police have never kept me
safe. They’ve raided my house when I was kid and found nothing. Trauma lasts
forever with that. The other night, I was seconds away from a high speed car chance
that resulted in a terrifying crash, which put my life in danger over a stolen car. Our
view with the police is skewed, they never have made me feel safe. Isn’t it suppose
to be about public safety? The forest should also not be destroyed because the
impact of removing all the living animals and plants is not a good move for the
environment. Atlanta is the city in the forest and we should keep it that way. Thank
you,

4. Meg Ha (No Address)- My name is Meg Ha and I live in Dekalb County. The
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current construction towards the training center is ILLEGAL due to an active permit
appeal, RECKLESS, due to a lack or full study of environmental impacts, and
UNDEMOCRATIC, due to ignoring dozens of hours of public comment and
NATIONWIDE protests in opposition to the project. So many people have made
their voices heard, opposing this facility that will perpetuate violence against our
communities, ESPECIALLY against black and brown community members. The
police have already murdered a protestor. There is no excuse for law enforcement to
take the lives of innocent people. We saw the footage, but we didn't even need to. If
the center is built, with more weapons, and more training for violent tactics against
protestors and people, more lives will be taken. This cannot happen. Tortuguita was
a peaceful defender of the forest, which is for us all. How could you let this happen?
Don't destroy our forest, don't destroy our democracy and don't destroy our
communities.

5. Lindsay Lewis (No Address)- I am a resident of east atlanta and am writing to
express my concern and disinterest with the clearing of one of Atlanta’s largest
natural habitats. Atlanta has plenty of abandoned concrete jungles to revitalize instead
of destroying and developing on this land. It’s truly disgusting and is purely a poor
political move. Who is paying our mayor and Governor off to get this accomplished?
The mayor states he will plant a hundred trees? Really big whoop! Doesn’t compare
to the destruction of wildlife and the trees that will be destroyed that are hundreds of
years old. In addition to clearing and causing havoc to the wildlife, it will contribute to
the problem of pollution and jeopardize one of our largest water resources. Who
thinks this is a good idea? We live and breathe thanks to the forest and trees not by
our illustrious police force. I understand needing to further the education exercises of
our law enforcement but there can be a better creative solution for this. Atlanta is in a
state of despair these days. This training facility will do little to nothing for our
Atlanta law enforcement so why proceed? Maybe think about paying our cops a
better salary and requiring a higher education upon hiring. That in itself will remedy
most issues we continue to have with our police. I am asking today to STOP any
further destruction to our forest. Sincerely a concerted resident of Dekalb county,

6. Katelyn Studer, 1854 Brandywine St SW Atlanta, GA 30310- To the Dekalb
County Board of Commissioners, I am writing to you today as a concerned
constituent about the APF training facility being built in the Weelaunee (South River)
Forest. As an Atlanta citizen who is often working and spending recreational time in
Dekalb, I feel construction in this green space is a massive mistake and will have
major environmental impact in a negative way on both the local and wide spread
communities. The rejection of this construction by the public is widespread
knowledge, and the news of a young man’s murder has gone to worldwide news.
This cannot be Atlanta and Dekalb’s reputation. We need investment and nurturing
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of our communities and environment - rather than investing in a police force that
brutalizes and abuses us. If a new training facility is needed then it can be built
elsewhere, but there is absolutely no excuse to build an urban warfare training ground
for police. There is no reason for this to exist other than to terrorize Atlanta citizens.
This will not make our city safer or more peaceful police - and I believe the
committee knows this. Please, do not let Atlanta be known for working against its
own people - instead, let it be known that this is a city that works with its
communities and protects its green spaces. There is so much good that can come
from walking back this project, and so much harm to be done if it continues. Thank
you for your time,

7. Maggie Scott Nesbit, 3653 Dial Drive Stone Mountain GA 30083 - To all of us
who are connected - As a Dekalb County citizen, I vigorously oppose further
deforestation in our county, further militarized police violence and murder, and
development of 90 million dollar Police Training Center in our community. I stand
with visible and vocal opposition to this project rippling across our state, county and
globe. Hear us stand united.

8. Brandon Allen Still (No Address)- We don’t need this monstrous facility. Use the
money to pay our officers more .... officer training doesn’t require this destructive
project. It requires good teachers and willing students. Pay them more, set higher
hiring standards, support them, make it a career worth having. This expensive
environmentally destructive building isn’t the answer. We’re already divided enough
...it’s not worth further destruction and division... If there must be this big new
facility find an area that’s already been developed. I am an East Atlanta citizen, a
father, husband, son, brother, and avid voter. I respect and love our Officers, but I
say Stop Cop City please! Sincerely ,

9. Lillian Johnson (No Address)- Hello, My name is Lillian Johnson and I am a
lifetime Dekalb County resident. I was born here, I currently live here, and I work
here. I am deeply concerned about the construction of the new police training facility.
The current construction is illegal due to an active permit appeal and one protester
has already been murdered. Both points are deeply concerning, but even more so are
the long term environmental impacts to Dekalb county residents. Not only will we
lose precious, irreplaceable old growth forests, but also we will be exposed to burn
smoke, noise pollution from shooting, and waste in the water. The EPA has already
stated that the river here needs to be cleaned, so why would we add to the pollution
burden? Pouring tax dollars (and more concerning- private money) into this training
facility is dangerous and ill planned. The community stands against it. This is our
home! And this is not the way to keep it safe. We don’t need more police or more
training facilities. We need community and public green spaces. Thank you for taking
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my comment into consideration. Sincerely,

10. Manisha Lance (No Address)- Hi, My Name is Manisha Lance. [ work in
Dekalb County and enjoy it’s beautiful parks and natural spaces. I am also a Georgia
voter. | am making this comment to voice my concern about Atlanta Police
Foundation’s destruction of the South River aka Welaunee forest, despite their being
an active permit appeal and widespread community opposition in terms of hours of
public comment and nation wide protests. The destruction of the forest by Atlanta
Police Foundation is unacceptable and they should be commanded to stop their work
immediately. I am also concerned that studies have not taken place to fully
understand the full environmental impact of this project. For example , a tributary of
the South River runs thru the proposed training facility. The EPA has strongly
advised against building shooting ranges near water bodies due to lead contamination.
The EPA has also suggested that cleaning up the river should be a priority instead of
adding to further ecological devastation. Law enforcement has already killed a
protester in the forest. A cop training facility further threatens the lives of Black and
brown community members. Resources should be used to uplift the community and
not cause further harm! Save the forest ! Stop Cop City!

11. Dr. Ed Williams (No Address)- Good Morning Commissioners: My name is Ed
Williams. I am chair of the group Concerned Citizens for Effective Government. I
am a taxpayer and resident of DeKalb County. Why did it take the MARTA CEO
Collie Greenwood at a City of Atlanta January transportation committee meeting to
finally admit that MARTA has a billion dollars shortfall and does not have enough
funding to complete all the projects that it has announced? It seems to me that
MARTA employs this strategy to solely bind the taxpayers to an expired service
contract and make a case to increase the sales tax to 2 cents. MARTA is represented
by Holland and Knight who also just so happens to provide bond financing, which is
the same company that argues that local jurisdictions do not have to have another
referendum to extend the sales tax to 2057. Holland and Knight failed to disclose
their conflict of Interest. Holland and Knight makes a commission every time
MARTA refinances its bonds. MARTA owes over 6 billion dollars in bond debt.
The City of Atlanta reports a budget surplus while it passes debt over to MARTA
from the street car. The MARTA Board said nothing Commission said nothing and
the county attorney failed to do any due diligence or fulfill any fiduciary
responsibility. The MARTA Act section 10(s) and the Ga Constitution prohibits the
use of sales tax to pay for revenue bond debt. It seems that the MARTA transit plan
is in disarray and it changes like the wind. After only 5 months MARTA parted ways
with the Deputy CEO who came from the City of Atlanta as Transportation Director
Josh Rowan and now the board is being run by a state appointee. Now MARTA has
decided against light rail to connect the Clifton corridor. The same old bait and
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switch. Now you see it, not you don’t. There are several other issues regarding the
MARTA Board composition. Why is it that the caucus of mayors in both DeKalb
and Fulton counties’ municipalities is involved in selecting board members who do
not have contracts with MARTA? Why MARTA board members aren’t selected
using census data by commission districts? There is an equity issue with the current
board member selection process. The Governor's MARTA Board appointee should
not be a voting member and certainly not the chair of the MARTA board. The State
of Georgia does not have a service contract with MARTA as outlined in section 6 of
the MARTA Act. MARTA is an instrumentality of the counties and it is a conflict of
interest for the governor's appointee to be the chair of a local authority. This would
be as if the governors could appoint the chair of the Fulton County election board,
the ethics board, the zoning board, or the tax appraisal board. The state has no
contractual interest in MARTA as is required of the other board members. The board
of commissioners should hold MARTA accountable. The citizens are being denied
the right to vote on whether the MARTA service contract sales tax is extended. The
current MARTA contract entered into in 1971 was supposed to end on August 31,
2021, however, MARTA has illegally extended the contract to 2057. The Georgia
Constitution Article 7, Section 1, Paragraph does not allow the sales tax to be granted
or extended through a contract agreement. To levy a sales tax in a local jurisdiction
requires a referendum. The retail sales tax levy, like the LOST, and SPLOST has to
be approved by a voter referendum and after the expiration has to a new referendum
to extend or reimpose any obligations. Thank You

12. Nicole Morado, 1118 Dobbs Dr SE Atlanta GA 30316- To the DeKalb County
Commissioners, My name is Nicole Morado. I own and live at 1118 Dobbs Dr SE,
Atlanta, GA 30316, 1000 feet away from Key Rd and Fayetteville and 0.6 miles
from the current staging location of the proposed training center. I support the appeal
brought by my neighbor and backed by environmental experts highlighting the
destructive, toxic consequences of approving this project. As a community
surrounded by long term industrial pollution, illegal dumping and neglected properties,
to ignore the future contamination this project brings will be a direct assault on
DeKalb County residents and another instance of environmental racism, a true shame
considering Atlanta's Civil Rights history. Old timers from Starlight Heights recall
houses being torn down on Key because of methane gas leaks from the landfill and
treated sewage dumped into Intrenchment Creek. Their memories of the
neighborhood are as being a dumping ground for the City of Atlanta for 60 years.
With the landfill closed and efforts by groups like the South River Watershed
Alliance, improvements are being made to bring dignity and ecological health to our
area, which is now at risk by the impending illegal pollution from runoffs from
developing this large facility. The EPA's currently working to curb "forever
chemicals" in water, or PFAs. PFAS’ presence can be sourced from firefighting
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foam, which would certainly be in use at this facility. Researchers for the National
Academies said they found links between exposure to PFAS and four health
conditions: decreased immune response, elevated cholesterol, decreased infant and
fetal growth, and increased risk of kidney cancer. The report also found possible
association between the chemicals and breast cancer, increased risk of testicular
cancer, and thyroid disease. As society deals with devastating impacts of climate
change, the very least we can do is uphold thresholds placed by environmental
oversight guidelines. This not only ensures safety for current residents but more
importantly prevents greater risks for future generations who increasingly suffer
consequences of short sighted, and environmentally inconsiderate decisions by
officials. I strongly encourage you to think about your children, and grandchildren
and to take very seriously the concerns being raised by this courageous appeal and
strong opposition to this development at this location. What will they think of you
when there's no clean air to breath and suffer from asthma and lung diseases? What
will they think of you when they can't enjoy recreation in nature because the water is
so toxic it will make them sick? What will they think of you when there's no wildlife
to appreciate because they've died out from destroyed habitats? What will they think
of you when forced to leave their homes to avoid pollution, or when they can't leave
because their homes are not valued enough to afford them access to cleaner
communities? What will they think of you when they're suffering from cancer and
organ failure? I urge you to be courageous with your leadership and maintain dignity
for our community and environment. If the City of Atlanta thinks this is such a great
idea why is the project not being put within their own city limits? Be on the right side
of history, do not let pressure from powerful and greedy institutions determine the
fate of our future. Our lives and the lives of children are depending on it. Sincerely,

13. Brad Beadles, 2207 Greystone Way Decatur, GA 30032- good morning. my
name is Brad. I am a resident of unincorporated DeKalb county and I'm an engineer
at a local firm in the construction industry. this morning I am here asking the board to
revoke the land disturbance permit #1245564 from the Atlanta Police Foundation for
their public safety training center located at the site of the old Atlanta prison farm in
the south River Forest. as a resident I have experienced firsthand the undemocratic
process that has allowed the APF to move forward with this project without public
consent. the site of the facility, once home to the Muscogee indigenous people before
becoming a slave plantation and later a convict leasing forced labor farm, sits outside
Atlanta city limits yet is leased by the city without the consent of nearby
unincorporated DeKalb residents such as myself. the community stakeholder
advisory committee, which is ostensibly intended to provide oversight and public
accountability yet is run by a private entity propped up by corporate influence, has
removed a fellow environmental engineer, Lily Ponitz, for raising valid unaddressed
concerns about the projects negative ecological impacts. now, the Atlanta mayor and
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DeKalb CEO make back room deals to prematurely approve the permit under
political pressure by Atlanta's business class despite major unaddressed social and
ecological impacts on our community. a year and a half of continuous escalation on
behalf of the APF, their corporate donors, and police have resulted in the killing of a
protestor, our dear beloved Tortuguita, in a DeKalb county public park. this is
beyond unacceptable. let me be clear. we do not want this police playground, this
urban warfare paramilitary facility. revoke the lease to the APF. instead, let the
community create space for telling an honest history of the land and for learning to
heal based on the many things the forest has to teach us. thank you.

14. Scott Nesbit (No Address)- Good morning, My name is Scott Nesbit. [ am a
resident of DeKalb county where I own a home, pay, taxes, and vote. Shame on this
commission for ignoring the will of the people, as has been expressed in a multitude
of hours of public comment and national outcry over the injustice and devastating
environmental impact of this project. The cop city development is a threat to our
local citizens, and should it go through will not only have a detrimental impact on
their lives and well-being, but will absolutely plague our elected officials at the ballot
box. Every continued step towards corporate and police alliance over the will of the
people will ensure that the leaders of DeKalb County today will no longer be the
leaders of DeKalb County tomorrow, this development has already been deadly but
how many more will die at the hands of officers trained in chemical warfare and
domestic tactics? How many humans and non-humans alike will be poisoned by the
effects of their training? What hubris from our leader ship, to presume that they can
hand our land to another county with impunity! The degradation of democracy in
DeKalb county is tied directly to the degradation of morality and honor amongst its
leadership. Know this: the nation is watching you. Our county is watching you. it is
not too late to kindle compassion in your hearts. It is not too late to care for the
environment that is suffering all around us. It is not too late to reclaim your place in
the circle of human kindness.

15. Ann Gauthier, 232 2nd Avenue Decatur GA 30030- I am unable to attend this
meeting today but would like to express my opposition to both the clearing of any
land in the Weelaunee (South River) Forest and the building of the Atlanta Police
Foundation's training facility, aka Cop City, on this property. I have seen the plans
for this facility and believe it will cause much greater harm to the local ecosystem and
the people in the surrounding neighborhood than the project leaders are telling the
community. | also understand that the consensus is that this project was rushed
through with inadequate consideration to community opposition. I’d like to add my
voice to those requesting that construction be stopped, as required by law, following
the appeal of the land disturbance permit. I am also requesting that the Dekalb
County CEO and Commissioners halt this project until the community has had ample
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time to review the final plans for the project and to decide whether it is something
that we, the citizens of Dekalb county, support. Thank you for your time. Sincerely,

16. Tim Jouet, 433 Highland Ave. NE Atlanta GA 30312- I am dismayed by the
actions of both the city of Atlanta and Dekalb county governments regarding the
planned Atlanta Public Safety Training Center. It is an extreme example of elected
leaders being beholden to corporate money and disregarding the needs of the people
they supposedly serve. Others will speak in detail on specific issues surrounding this
project, so I will just say that I want you to stop Cop City now.

17. Joseph West, 2607 Flagstone Drive SE- I noticed Dekalb county police,

including a helicopter, multiple cruisers and various other vehicles on site every time I
drive through key road on my way home last week, even late at night. Is it my tax
dollars that are paying for this? Because that is ridiculous. I do not want this facility
built and I didn't want my park destroyed. And I do not know anyone who lives here
that wants it to be built either. More police and more guns and more killings aren't
what we need here or anywhere.

18. Katherine Burke, 2031 Hilburn Drive SE Atlanta, GA 30316- Hello, my name is
Katherine Burke and I am a voter and resident of DeKalb County. The current
construction is ILLEGAL. due to an active permit appeal. Reckless, due to the lack
of full study of environmental impacts, and undemocratic. Due to ignoring dozens of
hours of public comment and nationwide protests in opposition to the project, the
police have already murdered a protester in the forest. Forewarning the violence that
our communities, especially Black and Brown community members, will experience
if this training center is built. A tributary of the South River runs through the
proposed training center, and the EPA advises strongly against building shooting
ranges near bodies of water due to risk of lead contamination in an already
contaminated water system. Heavy metals from bullets, shells, and grenade canisters
can contaminate soil and water. Contaminated soil and water leads to contaminated
food sources. The South River is used for fishing. Pollutants from the training center
may poison people who eat the fish. Pollutants stay in the water for decades. The
Weelaunee (South River) Forest protects our clean air, combats climate change, and
works as flood protection. We should not bulldoze while we are facing a climate
crisis. Removing tree canopy in this area could cause surface temperatures to rise by
up to 10°F. Politicians have pointed to the existence of a community advisory
committee to suggest cop city construction is moving forward with community input.
However: *The committee is packed with police department members and APF
Funders, and an environmental engineer and vocal opponent of the project was
removed after publicly voicing her dissent. O Amy Taylor, who filed the appeal with
the zoning board to stop the project is also a member of the community advisory
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committee. Another member, Nicole Morado, resigned the day forest defender
Tortugita was killed by police. O We can see that both former and current members
of the advisory committee are now uniting against this project, and we already know
that the majority of residents are against it. The training center will include burn
building and a shooting range which pose a great danger to the environment and
public health, and the project continues a long legacy of environmental racism in
Georgia. The community surrounding the proposed training site is predominantly
Black and working class. These individuals are already experiencing environmental
racism caused by current shooting ranges and landfills dumped into the community.
The EPA has said the river needs to be cleaned. Instead, by building cop city, APF is
furthering the devastating impact of environmental racism. These individuals will
continue to suffer the brunt of the environmental and public health impacts. Noise
pollution from gunshots and explosions can cause psychological harm to nearby
community members. A stop work order must be issued and Michael Thurmond
must be held accountable for coercing employees to approve the land disturbance
permit. For the sake of our community, please do your job and protect this
community.

19. Kyle Megrath (Address)- My name is Kyle Megrath. I am a resident of Dekalb
County and I live at 807 Monmouth Dr, Stone Mountain. I am a voter and actively
involved in my community and in local healthcare. It is clear that the construction of
the police training facility in our backyard has been an undemocratic process from the
jump. The overwhelming community response has been that this does not line up
with the kind of community we want to live in and we elected you to represent us. It
is time to do so. The current destruction of land and our ecosystem is illegal due to
an active permit appeal and, even worse, it is morally bankrupt. It ignores our
opposition as well as the national opposition, it destroys our precious land, and it
perpetuates a broken police system that terrorizes and kills people of color and does
nothing to deter or prevent crime. APF and its corporate support and the wealthy
people behind this facility don't represent our county. You do. Block this destruction
of land and interrupt a criminal punishment system that keeps our communities from
thriving.

20. Sebastian Rand, 718 Brownwood Ave- Dear Commissioners, My name is
Sebastian Rand, I live in DeKalb County (at 718 Brownwood Ave), I spend time in
the affected forest (on the Path trail), and I vote. I'm writing to express my continued
and strong opposition to the construction of the proposed training facility at its
current location. I do not quarrel with the idea that the City of Atlanta police need a
new training facility; that seems obvious, given the state of their current facility. But
they shouldn't build what they have planned where they have planned to build it.
Why not? Here's why not: - It is excessive: they don't need to train for urban
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warfare. They need to train in de-escalation and social work. - It is possibly illegal
and definitely contrary to the will of the people: I'm not a permitting expert but it
seems they're being very cavalier about that side of things. You and I wouldn't get
away with such behavior. And their we're-doing-it-whether-you-like-it-or-not,
shut-up-and-obey attitude is, unfortunately, all too typical of the attitude of the police
to the community. - It is environmentally dangerous. Why should DeKalb residents
be poisoned and have their natural surroundings degraded so that Atlanta can let its
police play Special Forces? Stop this land grab and power overreach while we still
can. Thanks for your time,

21. Lindsay Lewis-Still (No Address)- To whom it may concern, I am a resident of
east atlanta and am writing to express my concern and disinterest with the clearing of
one of Atlanta’s largest natural habitats. Atlanta has plenty of abandoned concrete
jungles to revitalize instead of destroying and developing on this land. It’s truly
disgusting and is purely a poor political move. Who is paying our mayor and
Governor off to get this accomplished? The mayor states he will plant a hundred
trees? Really big whoop! Doesn’t compare to the destruction of wildlife and the trees
that will be destroyed that are hundreds of years old. In addition to clearing and
causing havoc to the wildlife, it will contribute to the problem of pollution and
jeopardize one of our largest water resources. Who thinks this is a good idea? We
live and breathe thanks to the forest and trees not by our illustrious police force. I
understand needing to further the education exercises of our law enforcement but
there can be a better creative solution for this. Atlanta is in a state of despair these
days. This training facility will do little to nothing for our Atlanta law enforcement so
why proceed? Maybe think about paying our cops a better salary and requiring a
higher education upon hiring. That in itself will remedy most issues we continue to
have with our police. I am asking today to STOP any further destruction to our
forest. Sincerely, A concerted resident of Dekalb county,

22. Clara Nibbelink (No Address)- Good morning, I write today extremely
concerned about the continued intent to destroy the Welaunee Forest. A sustained
campaign of public opposition has become a national movement, and if
decision-makers are not listening to the cogency of the argument that racial politics,
land development, and forest clear-cutting are interrelated issues that will impact ALL
Atlanta residents far into the future, then they have squarely chosen short-term
political profit over the good of the entire community. The murder of Tortugita by

the Atlanta police is a mere preview of the impunity and antagonism that this
development will further entrench between the city and its citizens. I'm a former (&
future) Dekalb County resident, moonlighting in Athens to obtain my master's student
at the University of Georgia studying tree physiology and the impacts of climate
change on our cities. Atlanta wants to claim itself as a sustainable forest city on one
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hand, while on the other, offloading environmental impacts onto residents whom the
city deems less valuable. Let me assure decision-makers that the offloading of these
impacts will only stay sequestered away from the rich, tree-lined streets of your
preferred Atlanta for so long. Not only does hammering this development forward set
a precedent for reckless development against sustained community opposition,
clear-cutting of the Welaunee forest is the opposite direction of development that
Atlanta should be moving to climate-proof the city against unpredictable weather
events that are already here and projected to worsen. Clear-cutting will have untold,
connected, and cascading long-term impacts on city temperatures, stormwater
retention, pollution of the watershed, soil erosion, pollinator habitat, and community
quality of life. Forests are some of the most multifunctional, bang-for-your-buck
mitigators of environmental harm and human health impacts, and removing one to
replace with a monument to the further militarization of police against our
citizens......well, it sends a clear signal as to who ($$$) and what ($3$$) the
decision-makers in Atlanta really value. I hope you'll hear the citizens today,

23. Charles Froelich, 729 Willivee Drive Decatur GA 30033- Greetings Dekalb
County Commissioners, I am writing in support of the Petitioners who have filed the
“Verified Complaint for Injunctive Relief to Stop Unauthorized Clearing” (dated
2/13/23). The Atlanta Police Foundation is not acting in good faith in respecting the
surrounding community as well as the ecology of the site. The APF needs to change
their approach to listen and come to an amicable agreement with the local

stakeholders on the proposed training facility instead acting unilaterally. I am a regular
user of the South River trail and know the area. What mystifies me is the insistence

on using the forest land when there is a vast expanse of open space North of Key

road — the capped sanitary landfill. Why not use that space instead? Thank you,

24. Eve Krueger (No Address)- I am writing today as a voter and a citizen of Dekalb
County to voice my strong opposition to the construction of the APF Training Center
in the Atlanta forest. Training centers like the one proposed by the APF do not
prevent crime. Community investment prevents crime, economic equalization
prevents crime — not more policing. More policing lead to the death of a protestor at
the hands of police in the forest last month. I do not want - in my community or my
country - police to have the right to murder protestors without consequence.
Additionally, the environmental impact on this lush forest of a facility of this size has
not been studied nearly enough to justify this construction. The construction permit
has already been appealed - any construction activity currently taking place on this
project is illegal. I strongly urge the Zoning Committee to fully revoke the permit and
disallow the construction of this project. Thank you for your time.

25. Asa Kramer-Dickie (No Address)- Greeting Dekalb County Board of
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Commissioners, I'm writing as a resident and registered voter living in Dekalb County
(near East Atlanta). I am increasingly concerned by the construction of the Police
Training Facility in South Dekalb at the site of Intrenchment Creek Park and the Old
Atlanta Prison Farm. I grew up walking, playing, and biking on this land. To see it
turned into a training facility for police officers - who have actively antagonized
protesters and even killed one - against the will of residents who left countless hours
of public comment for the Atlanta City Council is disappointing to say the least. As
elected officials, I hope you listen to the will of the people and take these public
comments into account rather than bowing to the mayor. Know that I, and many
other active voters in this county, are watching closely how you vote on these issues
with profound environmental, social, and racial implications. Thank you,

26. Erin A. Willoughby (No Address)- Good Morning: My name is Erin Willoughby
and I am a voting resident of DeKalb County, Georgia. I write to urge the county to
issue a stop work order on the Atlanta Police Foundation's illegal construction in the
Weelaunee Forest. This facility will not make our community safer. Instead, it will
only train police, who have already murdered one protestor, to more effectively kill
our Black and brown neighbors. In addition, this construction is illegal, reckless, and
undemocratic. It is opposed by community leaders and is gaining nationwide attention
- not for the reasons DeKalb should gain attention - but for the fact that it will train
cops not to protect our communities, but to be more effective killers. Policing, and
more policing, cannot and will not prevent crime. Instead, police respond only after a
crime has occurred, often escalating an already tense situation until there is violence
and even bloodshed. Investing in our communities, not policing, is what prevents
crime. If DeKalb wants to prevent crime, we should invest in parks, after school
programs, poverty alleviating measures, healthcare, and mental health care. When
people are financially secure, crime decreases. Investing instead in a facility designed
to train police officers in urban warfare further cements the "us v them' mentality
already so prevalent and drives desperate people further into the shadows, escalating
discriminatory violence and resulting in lost lives. In addition, the environmental
effects of this construction must not be overlooked. reducing Atlanta's forest canopy
could result in warming the already scorching city by up to TEN degrees Fahrenheit.
A South River tributary runs through this area and is used, among other things, for
fishing. The EPA strongly recommends AGAINST building shooting ranges near
bodies of water like this tributary due to risks of heavy metal contamination from
bullets, shell casings, and grenades. These pollutants remain in the soil anf water for
decades, poisoning our animals and plants and, ultimately, our people. Finally, the
construction of this facility in the forest is a nuisance to residents of the area. Police
helicopters are already disturbing residents on a nightly basis, and this will only
increase with the added sounds of regular gunfire. An idyllic forest retreat is being
turned into a war zone on your watch and you, DeKalb County Commissioners,
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should be ashamed to let that happen. In short, this construction is an illegal, reckless,
undemocratic boondoggle designed only to benefit the pocketbooks of those

involved. It does nothing for our local community, negatively impacts the
environment, and garners national attention for all the wrong reasons. [ urge you to

be part of the solution rather than exacerbate the problem, and to issue an immediate
stop work order. Sincerely,27. Roberta Cook, 5911 Graywood Circle SE,
Mableton GA 30126- I support the appeal of the permit for the proposed Atlanta
Police Foundation facility. Please stop killing the life-giving forest that provides the
valuable oxygen we breathe, shelters wildlife habitat, and cleans our dirty water
runoff. The police facility should be relocated to a community that can be
rejuvenated by the new building through the transformation of an abandoned
shopping center, empty big box store, or other blighted property already scarred by
development. Please reconsider the police facility location and come up with a mutual
winning solution that honors the forest preservation and solves development blight for
a needy community. PS There is a discrepancy in the email address used for public
comment, so I used both because I don't know which is correct:
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-participation shows this
address PublicComment@dekalbcountyga.gov vs. today's meeting agenda Section C:
Comments from the Public shows this address
PublicComments@dekalbcountyga.gov Please correct the email address discrepancy
for future users. Thank you,

27. Roberta Cook, 5911 Graywood Circle SE, Mableton GA 30126- I support the
appeal of the permit for the proposed Atlanta Police Foundation facility. Please stop
killing the life-giving forest that provides the valuable oxygen we breathe, shelters
wildlife habitat, and cleans our dirty water runoff. The police facility should be
relocated to a community that can be rejuvenated by the new building through the
transformation of an abandoned shopping center, empty big box store, or other
blighted property already scarred by development. Please reconsider the police
facility location and come up with a mutual winning solution that honors the forest
preservation and solves development blight for a needy community. PS There is a
discrepancy in the email address used for public comment, so I used both because I
don't know which is correct:
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-participation shows this
address PublicComment@dekalbcountyga.gov vs. today's meeting agenda Section C:
Comments from the Public shows this address
PublicComments@dekalbcountyga.gov Please correct the email address discrepancy
for future users. Thank you,

28. Lila Givens, 807 Monmouth Drive Stone Mountain GA 30083- Good morning
commissioners, My name is Lila Givens. I live and own my home in DeKalb Co at
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807 Monmouth Drive, Stone Mountain GA 30083. I am an active voter in every
election. Here are some points I would like you to consider as I plea that you do what
you can to stop the building of a police training center in DeKalb. Investing more
resources into policing is not going to make our communities any safer * o At best
police can intervene after a crime has occurred - they can’t prevent crime from
happening. O Even worse, we have seen countless examples of Atlanta police
officers brutalizing, targeting, and murdering our Black neighbors. O Investing in
communities keeps us safe * The current construction is illegal, due to an active
permit appeal, reckless, due to the lack of full study of environmental impacts, and
undemocratic, due to ignoring dozens of hours of public comment and nationwide
protests in opposition to the project *Politicians have pointed to the existence of a
community advisory committee to suggest cop city construction is moving forward
with community input. However: ¢ o The committee is packed with police
department members and APF Funders, and an environmental engineer and vocal
opponent of the project was removed after publicly voicing her dissent. O Amy
Taylor, who filed the appeal with the zoning board to stop the project is also a
member of the community advisory committee. O Another member, Nicole
Morado, resigned the day forest defender Tortugita was killed by police. o We can
see that both former and current members of the advisory committee are now uniting
against this project, and we already know that the majority of residents are against it.
* The training center will include burn building and a shooting range which pose a
great danger to the environment and public health, and represent continuing
environmental racism in Georgia. Thank you for your time and consideration,

29. Sara Quinn (No Address)- Hi, my name is Sara Quinn. I grew up in Dekalb
county and my parents still live there. I am now a teacher and though I live and work
in Fulton, I am deeply invested in Dekalb county. I am writing to express my strong
opposition to the construction of the police training center and to the extremely
undemocratic way that this process has been conducted. The citizens of Atlanta are
by and large opposed to this project which is currently proceeding illegally. As a
teacher, I am always thinking of the world we are creating for the next generation.
Will we choose to protect our forest and the vital south river watershed, or will
Dekalb push through these improper permits and pollute and destroy them? Will we
figure out how to prevent crime in our city or further militarize our police? Will we
allow corporate interests to dictate what happens in our city or will elected officials
actually listen to the people? It is extremely telling that the members of the
community advisory board who are actually from the community are opposed to this
project. It's another sign that true oversight and community accountability are
completely absent from this project. How is it possible that there is no other solution
than pushing through this harmful training center and causing so much harm? How
many more people will die because elected officials of Atlanta and Dekalb refuse to
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be held accountable to the people? The south river watershed is already being
polluted via sediment, in violation of state law. This has already worsened due to the
construction of this facility. Please put a stop to this illegal activity. Thank you.

30. Joe Peery, 1674 Flat Shoals Road SE Dekalb, 30316- CEO Thurmond and
County Commissioners: Halt the construction of the APF Training Facility For
decades the City of Atlanta police have failed to protect our beautiful forest at the site
of the Old Atlanta Prison Farm. They have allowed dumping of trash and thousands
of tires under their watch, and littered the grounds with their toxic munitions. Despite
overwhelming public approval of a City Council approved plan to create a beautiful
South River Forest greenspace, APF have bullied their way onto the land and are
now in process of illegally taking over 171 acres from our forest. Worse, they have
claimed an area that hosts two lakes and an active stream that feeds into
Intrenchment Creek. Construction on this site will cause sediment to run into our
already tragically polluted creek. APF has shown nothing but contempt for the
citizens of Dekalb County, and they don’t even bother to deal with our County
Commissioners. It’s time to respect the will of Dekalb Citizens who are tired of
having our land and water destroyed. Halt the construction of the APF Training
Facility until environmental concerns have been properly vetted. Consider what
would make Dekalb a place where people would want to live- a vibrant South River
Forest that protects our environment and connects our community. Sincerely,

31. Nirvana (No Address)- hi My name is Nirvana and I’m a resident and tax payer
in DeKalb County who is deeply opposed to this project. To start bluntly, I'm
sickened to think that our current city officials have proposed moving forward with
the construction of this so-called training facility, better known to us in Atlanta and
around the nation as Cop City. For years, I have relished in exploring, biking, and
walking the beautifully rich lands surrounding the South River and Intrenchment
Creek Park, both on my own and with dear friends. Upon learning the history of
these lands, where it was used as a prison farm and contains the unmarked graves of
those who died at the hands of the state, it feels like an utter slap in the face to even
suggest building yet another playground for law enforcement to practice urban
warfare tactics that will surely be used AGAINST our own community. Not only
that, these lands are sacred to the Muscogee/Creek peoples and are not the
government’s to sign away. The surrounding neighborhoods who will be affected by
this project, which are predominantly Black and low income, will absolutely suffer
preventable ecological disasters if the forest is allowed to be destroyed. To put it
plainly, the construction of this facility is environmentally racist and negligent. With
the death of one forest defender and protestor, this should have immediately put an
end to this charade. If construction is allowed to continue, those in support of and
backing the project WILL HAVE MORE BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS. This is a
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matter of life and death — money and greed have no place here. The people have
spoken in opposition, and we will continue to speak up because COP CITY WILL
NEVER BE BUILT.

32. Donovan Henneberg-Verity, 1118 Dobbs Dr SE Atlanta GA 30316- Hello,
Donovan Henneberg-Verity here, long time resident of the Starlight Heights
neighborhood, next to the proposed training facility. My house is located 1056 feet
from the border of the proposed site. Atlanta has a long history of treating this area of
DeKalb as a place to hide all of it's undesirable things--landfills, prisons, etc.--and the
residents of the surrounding area are left to deal with the consequences. We are not
residents of Atlanta, we have no direct say when these projects have produced
harmful consequences as Atlanta politicians don't answer to us. I'm asking the
Commisioners of DeKalb County to encourage your ZBA appointees to terminate the
Atlanta Police Foundation's LDP. There are too many inconsistencies between the
project's internal environmental assessments and the observations of outside
environmental experts. They have already lied about the scope of areas affected on
multiple occasions. Thank you,

33. Eve Krueger, 216 Jefferson Pl Decatur GA 30030- My name is Eve Krueger
and I live at 216 Jefferson Pl, Decatur, GA 30030. I am writing today as a voter and
a citizen of Dekalb County to voice my strong opposition to the construction of the
APF Training Center in the Atlanta forest. Training centers like the one proposed by
the APF do not prevent crime. Community investment prevents crime, economic
equalization prevents crime — not more policing. More policing lead to the death of a
protestor at the hands of police in the forest last month. I do not want - in my
community or my country - police to have the right to murder protestors without
consequence. Additionally, the environmental impact on this lush forest of a facility
of this size has not been studied nearly enough to justify this construction. The
construction permit has already been appealed - any construction activity currently
taking place on this project is illegal. I strongly urge the Zoning Committee to fully
revoke the permit and disallow the construction of this project. Thank you for your
time.

34. (No Information)- To whom it may concern, The construction of an Atlanta
police training facility in the forest must not move forward. Construction will create
more sediment discharge than is allowable under state and federal law, and falsely
states the amount of green space that the project would include. Continuing to move
forward with this project while an appeal in under consideration violates the law. The
appeal is attached.

35. Loren Crawford, 1445 Meridian St SE Atlanta, Ga 30317 - My name is Loren
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Crawford and I have been a resident of DeKalb County for the past seven years. I
apologize for not being present with you in person today, but my work
responsibilities made it difficult to be present, and so thank you for listening to my
written concerns regarding zoning of the APF training facility, more commonly
known as Cop City. First, I am deeply concerned that construction continues on Cop
City, despite this appeal. What can we do as citizens when the folks we have elected
and trusted to represent us do not protect our interests? This project is widely
unpopular and us citizens DO NOT WANT IT. Why does the project construction
continue? Secondly, I am concerned of what the increased policing will lead to. More
policing of our neighborhoods is not the solution to making our city and county
better. We need to spend our money (taxes that me and my fellow DeKalb residents
pay) on affordable housing, investment in community outreach, supporting our
children and youth, as well as our infrastructure. You may think that spending money
on Cop City would not preclude you from supporting these programs, however, it
does. Spending money on Copy City undermines true community safety and leads to
divestment in the community. In this way, I see this undertaking as a way of taking
citizens money through taxes to divest in our communities, instead of keeping the
money close to home and investing it in programs that have a true impact on the lives
of citizens. Additionally, this investment in policing says more about our city than
perhaps anything else. It says: we value policing our citizens over providing healthy
communities that uplift our citizens. I'll repeat that: It says: we value policing our
citizens over providing healthy communities that uplift our citizens. Policing in
America is rather a violent business (police have already murdered a protester in the
Weelaunee Forest), and we don't need more of it. I do not want my tax dollars to go
to it. Period. I want you to 