
 DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability 
330 Ponce De Leon Avenue, Suite 300 

Decatur, GA 30030 
(404) 371-2155 / www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning 

 

Planning Commission Hearing Date: March 1, 2022 
Board of Commissioners Hearing Date: March 24, 2022 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Revised 3/14/22 

 
Case No.: SLUP-22-1245321  Agenda #: D6 

Location/Address: 3644 Memorial Drive, Decatur, 
GA 

Commission District: 3 Super District: 7 

Parcel ID: 15-217-04-024   

Request: Special Land Use Permit to allow a drive-through car wash in a C-1 (Local 
Commercial) District. 

Property Owner: Joseph Burke/Atlantic Development Partners 

Applicant/Agent: Harold Buckley, Jr. for Caliber Car Wash 

Acreage: 1.44   

Existing Land Use: Vacant, paved   

Surrounding Properties: North: Avondale Estates; single-family residential use South: You Store-It 
Storage Facility (C-1) East: You Store-It Storage Facility (C-1) West: Walmart 
(MU-4) Northeast: Avondale Estates; single-family residential use Northwest: 
DeKalb School of the Arts (R-75) Southeast: You Store-It Storage Facility (C-1) 
Southwest: NAPA Auto Parts Store (C-1) 

 
Comprehensive Plan: Town Center Consistent Inconsistent X 

Proposed Building Square Ft.: 4,381 Existing Building Square Feet: None 

Proposed Lot Coverage: information not provided Existing Lot Coverage: 79.5% 

 

Companion Application: The applicant has filed a companion application, CZ-22-1245320, for a Major 
Modification of Conditions approved pursuant to CZ-14-19143, to allow a drive-through car wash in a C-1 (Local 
Commercial) district. 

 

ZONING HISTORY 

Development proposals between 2003 and 2014 have resulted in several zoning, special land use permit, 
variance, and special exception approvals for the subject property. None of the proposed developments were 
constructed, and the site is currently undeveloped. 
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CZ-03-050: In 2003, the 1.44-acre subject parcel was rezoned in conjunction with the adjoining 24.69-acre tract 
(at the time, the Avondale Mall, now Walmart) from C-1 (Local Commercial) to OCR (Office Residential 
Commercial) for a mixed office, commercial, and residential development. The OCR classification was changed 
to MU-4 when the Zoning Ordinance and maps were updated in 2015. 

 
SLUP-07-12803 and SLUP-07-12812: A proposal for an eight-story mixed-use building with residential units over 
ground floor commercial, and, on a separate parcel, an eight-story mixed-use building consisting of two 
buildings with residential above ground floor and second story commercial. The SLUPs were requested to 
increase the maximum allowed height of proposed buildings. 

 
SLUP-11 -16976: A four-story, 60-unit senior assisted living facility for military veterans. 

 
CZ-14-19143 and SLUP-14-19144: A proposal for a 3,808 square foot Bojangles drive-through restaurant. 

 
SITE ANALYSIS 

 

Site Characteristics 
 

The subject property is a 1.44-acre site with frontage on Memorial Drive, a major thoroughfare and state route 
(SR 154). The property was previously developed but cleared of structures so that only asphalt parking lot and 
the footprint of the demolished building remain. The asphalt paving is located within approximately five feet of 
the northeast property line, which adjoins the back yards of single-family homes located in the City of Avondale, 
in the Avonwoods subdivision. The city limits of Avondale Estates coincide with the property line shared by the 
subject property and the Avonwoods subdivision. The Avondale Estates properties are zoned R-12 (Low Density 
Residential); thus, the subject property is required to have a 50-foot transitional buffer along its northeast 
property line. 

 
A two-way curb cut on Memorial Drive provides vehicular access to the property. In addition, there is 

interparcel access via a driveway easement across the Napa Auto Parts store on the adjoining property to the 
west to the driveway of the Walmart property, located approximately 400 feet to the west at the signalized 
intersection of Memorial Drive and Midway Road. 

 
As a result of a County streetscaping project, an 8-foot sidewalk was constructed along the frontage of the 
subject property. The grade of the subject property is elevated approximately four feet above the sidewalk by 
means of a stone retaining wall located four feet from the sidewalk. A four-foot-wide grass strip is located 
between sidewalk and retaining wall, and a six- to twelve-foot- wide grass strip is located between the retaining 
wall and the asphalt parking lot. The topography of the site slopes slightly towards the rear of the parcel at a 
grade of about 7%. A deteriorated wooden fence on top of a stone retaining wall screens the rear yards of 
adjoining residential properties in the Avonwoods subdivision. 

 
Character of the Surrounding Area: 

 

The subject property is at the northeastern edge of a high-intensity commercial node, designated as a Town 
Center activity center, consisting of commercial land uses clustered around the intersection of Memorial Drive 
and Columbia Drive. A Walmart store is located on the adjoining property to the northwest and is zoned MU-4. 
The majority of individual lots in the area are zoned C-1. Several major shopping centers, including Avondale 
Plaza, Belvedere Plaza, and Columbia Village are located on the nearby C-1 properties. Avondale Plaza, located 
directly across Memorial Drive from the subject property, is used for a U-Haul store and for self-storage. The 
DeKalb County School of the Arts high school, zoned R-75 (Single-Family Residential), is located to the northwest 
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of the site, adjacent to the Walmart. The Swifty Express car wash, constructed in 1966, is located at the 
southwest end of the Town Center, at 3442 Memorial Drive. Several drive-through restaurants are located 
within the Town Center: Taco Bell, Sonic, Checkers, Burger King, and Popeye’s Chicken. Several drive-through 
restaurants are located within the Town Center: Taco Bell, Sonic, Checkers, Burger King, and Popeye’s Chicken. 
DeKalb County tax records indicate that all of these restaurants were constructed between 1980 and 1994, 
before the County designated the area around the Columbia Drive – Memorial Drive intersection as a Town 
Center activity center in its 2025 Comprehensive Plan. 

 
The property is located within the study area for the Belvedere Active Living Plan, which was adopted in 2013 to 
improve the integration of physical activity into the daily routines of DeKalb County residents in the area near 
the Belvedere Shopping Center. At the time, the Avondale Mall was still located on the adjoining property to 
the north. The policies and programs of the Belvedere Active Living Plan are similar to many of the town center 
policies of the Comprehensive Plan, and emphasize mixed-use, compact development; bicycle and pedestrian 
connections between the activity center and nearby neighborhoods; and increases in public space. 

 
A 2,614 square foot, landlocked property adjoins the northwest corner of the site. The Crowley Mausoleum, a 
one-story stone building, is located on it. The mausoleum was built in 1963 to enable construction of the 
Columbia Mall (later named the Avondale Mall). Earth was excavated around an old cemetery in which graves 
of the Crowley family and two other families were buried. The 25-foot-high stone-walled mausoleum was built 
underneath the cemetery. The roof is the cemetery surface; grave markers are located on it and the cemetery 
fence borders it. During excavation, graves of enslaved people who worked for the families, which were located 
around the cemetery, were destroyed. (Adventures In Cemetery Hopping Website, April 10, 2015: “How Getting 
“Malled” Left It In Limbo”) In September 2021, 11Alive news reported that a cemetery scan expert found 
subterranean air pockets under the ground around the mausoleum. The applicant has pointed out that it is 
unlikely that the air pockets are graves because they would have to have been dug deeper than 25 feet below 
the original surface of the ground. In addition, the applicant states, “The sellers talked directly to the cemetery 
scan expert who was featured in the 11Alive news story, and he indicated that his level of certainty that the air 
pockets he found were actually graves was a 3, on a 1 to 10 scale. So, the featured expert really isn’t confident 
of any assertions that he made.” 

 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 

 

The proposed car wash consists of a 3,648-square foot building, vacuum stations, and bug prep area. The plan 
uses the existing driveway entrance location and converts it to a right-in-only, right-out-only divided access 
driveway with a pedestrian island at its center. Two drive-in lanes lead to a wash selection station, merge, then 
split into one lane that leads into the building, and one that serves as a bypass lane and leads to 23 vacuum 
stations located on the west side of the building. A bug prep/employee parking area with 11 spaces is located at 
the front of the site. Customers would leave the site via the right-out-only exit at Memorial Drive or via 
interparcel access with the adjacent Napa Auto Parts store and merging into the driveway from Walmart, which 
leads to a signalized intersection at Memorial Drive and Midway Road. The site plan indicates that there are at 
least four stacking spaces in front of the wash selection station. 

 
The landscape plan shows more than the required screening of the parking at the front of the site, by means of a 
continuous hedge along the entire property frontage. Caliber Car Wash also proposes to augment the existing 
zoning condition to replace a wood fence next to the northeast property line, at the rear of the adjoining 
residential properties, by installing a 10-foot-high sound-deadening fence. Caliber proposes to plant dense 
landscaping materials on the side of the fence that faces adjoining residential properties. 
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The car wash would employ staff to run the automatic wash line and help customers. The application doesn’t 
state the number of employees. 

 
 

Building Mass and Materials: The proposed building exterior would be brick with metal wall panels and EIFS 
trim. The building would be 25’, 4” high. It would have windows on the front and sides. 

 
Compliance with Development Standards 

 
C-1 STANDARD REQUIREMENT PROVIDED/PROPOSED COMPLIANCE 

MIN. LOT WIDTH 100 ft. 278 ft. Yes 

MIN. LOT AREA 20,000 s.f. 62,726 s.f. Yes 

C-1 STANDARD REQUIREMENT PROVIDED/PROPOSED COMPLIANCE 

MIN. TRANSITIONAL 
BUFFER 

50 ft. w/ 6-ft. screening 
fence along northeast 
property line. 

Drive-through lanes are 
located in the transitional 
buffer. 

No - Site must 
comply or a variance 
will be necessary. 

BU
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FRONT Arterials: Min. – 20 ft.; 
Max. 60 ft. 

More than 60 feet No - Building setback 
must comply, or 
variance will be 
necessary. 

INTERIOR SIDE Northeast side: superseded 
by transitional buffer 

 
Southwest side: min. 15 ft. 

Northeast side: see 
transitional buffer 

 
Southwest side: More 
than 20 feet 

Northeast side: see 
transitional buffer 

 
Southwest side: Yes 

REAR Min. 20 ft. More than 20 feet Yes 

MAX. LOT CO SLUP-22- 
1245321/N. 5VERAGE 

90% Information not provided. Site must comply or a 
variance will be 
necessary. 

MAX. BLDG. HEIGHT 2-story/35 ft. 1 story, max. 35 feet Yes 

PARKING (Table 6.2): Min. 2 stacking 
spaces & 2 drying 
spaces/lane 
Max. 3 stacking spaces & 3 
drying spaces/lane 

More than 3 stacking 
spaces per lane; no drying 
spaces designated (drying 
is automatic) 

No - Site must 
comply or a variance 
will be necessary. 

STREETSCAPING 10-ft. landscape strip back 
of curb, 6-foot sidewalk, 
street trees typically 40 ft. 
on center, light poles 
spaced max. 80 ft. apart 

Existing streetscaping was 
installed by County; no 
requirement for add’l 
streetscaping 

Not applicable 
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SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS 

 
Sec. 4.2.23. Drive-through facilities 

 

A. Drive-through facilities shall not be located within sixty (60) feet of a residentially zoned property, as 
measured from any menu or speaker box to the property line of the residential property, unless part of a 
mixed-use development. The proposed car wash would have, according to the applicant, wash selection 
station with silent touch screen operation instead of a menu or speaker boxes; therefore, this consideration 
is not strictly applicable to the proposal under consideration. 

According to the applicant, the noisiest parts of the car wash are the drying blowers, which would be located 
in the end of the car wash building where cars would exit the building, and the vacuum areas, which are 
located on the southwest side of the building. The exit end of the building is located closer than 60 feet to 
the residential properties. The vacuum areas are located farther than 60 feet and their placement on the 
side of the building farthest from the residential properties would enable the building to buffer vacuuming 
noise. The 10-foot-high sound-deadening fence and landscaping materials on the outward-facing side of the 
fence would screen the car wash from view, which is important for this proposal because the drive-through 
lanes would encroach into the required 50-foot transitional buffer located next to the residential properties. 
In addition, the car wash building would be a physical sound buffer between the vacuum areas and the 
adjoining residential properties. Staff notes that the development team has not presented any technical 
information to show that the mitigation measures would be sufficient to mitigate the noise from the drying 
blowers at the exit end of the car wash building or the vacuum stations to levels that are considered 
acceptable by, for example, experts who study the effects of urban noise on human health. The applicant 
has pointed out that the car wash would be staffed and that the employees are expected to keep down 
noise levels from customers’ radios. 

B. No drive-through facility shall be located on a property less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet in 
area, unless part of a mixed-use development. Stacking spaces for queuing of cars shall be provided for 
the drive-through area as required in article 6 of this chapter. The size of the property exceeds 10,000 
square feet. Stacking spaces are addressed in G. and H., below. 

C. Drive-through lanes and service windows serving drive-through lanes shall only be located to the side or 
rear of buildings. The drive-through lanes are located to the side of the building. There would be no 
service windows. 

D. Drive-through canopies and other structures, where present, shall be constructed from the same 
materials as the primary building and with a similar level of architectural quality and detailing. The car 
wash will not have a canopy. 

E. Speaker boxes shall be pointed away from any adjacent residential properties and shall require masonry 
sound attenuation walls with landscaping or other speaker volume mitigation measures. Speaker boxes 
shall not play music but shall only be used for communication for placing orders. The applicant’s 
response to the supplemental regulations states that the car wash would not have a speaker box; instead, 
orders would be placed via a silent touch screen at the wash selection station. (Staff notes that some car 
washes have touch screen wash selection stations that also play recorded messages to inform customers 
how to use the touch screen.) 

F. All lighting from drive-through facilities shall be shaded and screened so as to be directed away from any 
adjacent residential property. The application states that Caliber Car Wash has agreed to accept the zoning 
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condition imposed on the Bojangles restaurant that all installed exterior lighting be oriented downward to 
help prevent glare on adjoining residential properties. 

G. Stacking spaces shall be provided for any use having a drive-through facility or areas having drop-off and 
pick-up areas in accordance with the following requirements. Stacking spaces shall be a minimum of ten 
(10) feet wide and twenty-five (25) feet long. Stacking spaces shall begin at the last service window for 
the drive-through lane (typically the "pick-up" window). Stacking spaces prevent congestion on the 
adjoining street, as would happen if cars had to wait to turn into a site. The proposed car wash would have 
no service windows, but would have a wash selection station just before cars would either turn into the car 
wash building or bypass it. Section 6.1.2 of the zoning ordinance establishes that driveways also function as 
stacking lanes; for this proposal, because the drive-through lanes replace a standard commercial driveway, 
the entirety of the drive-through lanes are the stacking lanes and stacking spaces would be located along 
the length of the drive-through lanes. The proposed drive-through lanes are sufficiently long to allow 
stacking spaces that meet the required minimum dimensions. 

 
H. All drive-through facilities with the exception of drive-through restaurants shall provide at least three (3) 

stacking spaces for each window or drive-through service facility. The site plan meets this minimum 
standard. Section 4.2.13 requires “a paved area with capacity to store five (5) vehicles waiting to use 
automatic carwash facilities” but does not establish a minimum or maximum or specify that the spaces 
must be stacking spaces. In addition, Table 6.2 establishes a maximum of three stacking spaces for each car 
wash lane. As there is enough space for more than three stacking spaces in the stacking lanes/drive- 
through lanes, the site exceeds the maximum, and a variance will be necessary. Staff notes that the 
maximum may have been intended to reduce idling in drive-through lanes. 

 
I. The following standards shall apply to all stacking spaces and drive-through facilities: 

1. Drive-through lanes shall not impede on and off-site traffic movements, shall not cross or pass 
through off-street parking areas, and shall not create unsafe conditions where crossed by 
pedestrian access to a public entrance of a building. The site plan meets this requirement. 

2. Drive-through lanes shall be separated by striping or curbing from off-street parking areas. 
Individual lanes shall be striped, marked, or otherwise distinctly delineated. The site plan indicates 
that the proposed car wash will meet this requirement. 

3. All drive-through facilities shall include a bypass lane with a minimum width of ten (10) feet, by 
which traffic may navigate around the drive-through facility without traveling in the drive-through 
lane. The bypass lane may share space with a parking access aisle. As currently laid out, the site plan 
does not meet this requirement. There is a pinch point just before the entrance to the car wash 
building, where the two drive-in lanes merge and then split into one lane that leads into the building, 
and one that serves as a bypass lane. It appears that this problem can be eliminated by widening the 
radius of the curve where the drive-through lanes merge. 

4. Drive-through lanes must be set back five (5) feet from all lot lines and roadway right-of-way lines. 
The site plan complies with this requirement. 

5. Owner and operator are responsible for daily litter clean-up to ensure the property remains free of 
trash, litter, and debris. The application states that Caliber Car Wash will comply with this 
requirement. 

6. Drive-through restaurants shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet of an elementary, 
middle, or high school. As a drive-through restaurant is not proposed, this requirement is not 
applicable. 
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7. Drive-through facilities located in activity centers require a special land use permit. Caliber Car 
Wash has applied for a Special Land Use Permit. 

8. Distance shall be measured along the right-of-way, along the route of travel, from entrance to 
entrance. The proposal complies with this requirement. 

Sec. 4.2.13. Automobile wash service, principal, accessory, detail or mobile. 

A. Automobile wash services shall provide a paved area with capacity to store five (5) vehicles waiting to 
use automatic carwash facilities, and two (2) vehicles per bay for self-service car washes. Paved areas on 
the property, including stacking spaces, would provide capacity for at least five vehicles. This regulation 
does not establish a minimum or maximum or specify that the spaces must be stacking spaces. 

B. Wastewater from all automobile wash services shall be pretreated in accordance with the DeKalb County 
Department of Watershed Management (DWM) standards prior to being drained into the public sanitary 
sewer as may be approved by DWM. Compliance with this standard is determined during permitting. 

C. No storage or repair of vehicles shall be allowed on property on which the car washing facility is located. 
Caliber Car Wash has agreed to follow this regulation. 

D. An accessory single-bay automatic (not self-service) car wash completely enclosed except for openings 
necessary to allow entry and exit of vehicles shall be permitted subject to the following: 

1. The doors of the car wash building shall be fully closed when the facility is not available for 
operation. Caliber Car Wash has agreed to follow this regulation. 

2. The car wash structure shall be located behind the rear building line of the principal building. This 
regulation does not apply to the proposal, which has one building in which the car wash structure is 
located. 

E. All new commercial car washes constructed after January 22, 2019, where the car moves on a conveyor 
belt or moves via mechanical means during the wash must install an operational recycled water system 
that captures and reuses water previously used in wash or rinse cycles. The recycled water system must 
recycle a minimum of fifty (50) percent of water utilized by the commercial car wash. Compliance with 
this standard is determined during permitting. 

F. The requirement in subsection E does not apply to commercial car wash facilities where the customers 
wash their cars themselves with spray wands and brushes or to commercial car washes where the driver 
pulls into the bay and parks the car and the vehicle remains stationary while a machine moves back and 
forth over the vehicle to clean it, instead of the vehicle moving through a tunnel. The requirement In 
subsection E applies to the proposal, and Caliber Car Wash has agreed to follow it. 

 
LAND USE AND ZONING ANALYSIS 

Section 27-7.4.6 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance, “Special land use permit; criteria to be applied” 
states that the following criteria shall be applied in evaluating and deciding any application for a Special Land 
Use Permit. No application for a Special Land Use Permit shall be granted unless satisfactory provisions and 
arrangements have been made concerning each of the following factors, all of which are applicable to each 
application. 

A. Adequacy of the size of the site for the use contemplated and whether or not adequate land area is 
available for the proposed use including provision of all required yards, open space, off-street parking, 
and all other applicable requirements of the zoning district in which the use is proposed to be located: 
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The proposed layout of the car wash facility shows the drive-through lanes in the required 50-foot 
transitional buffer along the northwest side of the property, which may indicate that the size of the site is 
inadequate. Non-compliance with the maximum building setback may also relate to the size of the site 
because it appears that the building could not be moved forward without interfering with the exit lane from 
the front of the building and the two-way interparcel access driveway. 

B. Compatibility of the proposed use with adjacent properties and land uses and with other properties and 
land uses in the district: 

The proposed car wash is not compatible with adjacent land uses in the manner envisioned for properties in 
a Town Center character area. There is little possibility that it could help create a pedestrian-oriented 
environment with pedestrian connections between land uses. It is a commercial land use, like adjoining land 
uses in all directions except the northeast. However, a car wash is an intrinsically automobile-oriented use. 
Customers are not expected to walk from adjoining or nearby properties and into the car wash as they might 
with a restaurant or numerous other commercial land uses. Pedestrian walkways to the adjoining Walmart 
store would be effective if a different land use, to which pedestrians would be expected to walk, were 
proposed. The walkways would provide opportunities for residents of neighborhoods to the northeast to 
walk to the subject property for food, services, or retail items, depending on the eventual development of 
the subject property, and across the property to the Walmart. This scenario is not likely if the property is 
developed for a car wash. 

 
C. Adequacy of public services, public facilities, and utilities to serve the contemplated use: 

The Board of Health and the Department of Water and Sewer indicate that the “surrounding area may be 
capacity restricted” and that there may be septic systems in the surrounding area. 

 
The Board of Health comments includes a statement that links public health to the use of sidewalks; the 
statement reinforces the desirability of a pedestrian-oriented land use on the subject property. 

 
As a commercial land use, the proposed car wash would not affect school facilities. There has been no 
indication by reviewing departments and agencies that the car wash would overburden the water supply or 
overburden other utilities or public services. 

 
D. Adequacy of the public street on which the use is proposed to be located and whether or not there is 

sufficient traffic carrying capacity for the proposed use, so as not to unduly increase traffic or create 
congestion in the area: 

Memorial Drive is a major thoroughfare, which typically has a high traffic carrying capacity, but at the 
location of the subject property, turning movements into the site by vehicles traveling northbound on 
Memorial Drive would be impaired because of the raised median that divides Memorial Drive. Drivers 
would pass the entrance to the Walmart driveway and Napa Auto Parts access drive before they would see 
the car wash or its entrance. For this reason, there might be more congestion from potential customers 
than if the site were also usable and accessible by pedestrians. 

E. Whether or not existing land uses located along access routes to the site would be adversely affected by 
the character of the vehicles or the volume of traffic to be generated by the proposed use: 

The proposed restaurant is expected to generate the same traffic primarily from pedestrian vehicles, in 
similar volumes as other commercial land uses in the area. To the extent that all additional traffic on an 
access route to an existing commercial site would make it more difficult for customers to access the existing 
commercial site, the proposed car wash would affect them. 
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F. Ingress and egress to the subject property and to all proposed buildings, structures, and uses thereon, 
with particular reference to pedestrian and automotive safety and convenience, traffic flow and control, 
and access in the event of fire or other emergency: 

No pedestrians are expected to enter the property. The raised median at the cash wash curb cut would 
provide a measure of safety for pedestrians who might be walking on the sidewalk in front of the property. 
The property is located on a part of Memorial Drive that is not particularly “pedestrian-friendly”: it has 
multiple curb cuts, many of which are wider than a pedestrian can comfortably cross; sidewalks are 
relatively narrow and don’t have a landscape strip between the curb and sidewalk to buffer pedestrians 
from traffic; and there are not pedestrian pathways between individual land uses. Interparcel access from 
the adjoining property provides a secondary means for vehicular access to the site. 

G. Whether or not the proposed use would create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land use by reason of 
noise, smoke, odor, dust, or vibration that would be generated by the proposed use: 

The proposal includes measures to mitigate noise that a car wash typically generates, although the applicant 
has not presented any technical information to show that the mitigation measures would be sufficient to 
mitigate the noise from the drying blowers at the exit end of the car wash building or the vacuum stations. 
The automobile-oriented nature of the car wash and the long drive-through lane in which cars could idle 
may generate higher levels of air pollution than other commercial land uses. 

 
H. Whether or not the proposed use would create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land use by reason of 

the hours of operation of the proposed use: 

The application doesn’t state the hours during which the proposed car wash would operate. Nonetheless, 
the development team has proposed a sound wall and downward-directing light fixtures that would mitigate 
impacts on adjoining residential homes if the car wash were to operate at night or in early morning hours. 

 
I. Whether or not the proposed use would create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land use by reason of 

the manner of operation of the proposed use: 
 

The proposed 10-foot-high sound-deadening fence and landscaping materials on the side of the fence that 
would be visible from adjoining residential properties would screen the car wash from view, which is 
important for this proposal because the drive-through lanes would encroach into the required 50-foot 
transitional buffer located next to the residential properties. In addition, the car wash building would be a 
physical sound buffer between the vacuum areas and the adjoining residential properties. Staff notes that 
the development team has not presented any technical information to show that the mitigation measures 
would be sufficient to mitigate the noise from the drying blowers at the exit end of the car wash building or 
the vacuum stations to levels that are considered acceptable by, for example, experts who study the effects 
of urban noise on human health. The applicant has pointed out that the car wash is staffed and that the 
employees are expected to keep down noise levels from customers’ radios. 

 
J. Whether or not the proposed plan is otherwise consistent with the requirements of the zoning district 

classification in which the use is proposed to be located: 

The proposed plan does not comply with the transitional buffer and front yard setback of the C-1 District. 
 

K. Whether or not the proposed use is consistent with the policies of the comprehensive plan: 

The proposed car wash is not compatible with the intent, goals, and vision of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan 
for the Town Center in which it is located: it would not balance the high proportion of general retail and 
commercial businesses that are already located in the Town Center to create more of a mixture of land uses; 
nor promote walkability between land uses in the Town Center; nor provide public or open spaces. 
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L. Whether or not the proposed plan provides for all buffers and transitional buffer zones where required by 
the regulations of the district in which the use is proposed to be located: 

 
The applicant does not meet the required 50-foot buffer, and a variance will be necessary. The site plan 
indicates a 10-foot landscape strip along the northeast property line. The applicant has agreed with 
adjoining residential property owners to replace a solid wooden fence that screens their properties from the 
subject property. 

 
M. Whether or not there is adequate provision of refuse and service areas: 

 
The enclosed dumpster at the rear of the site and circulation through the site for sanitation and service 
vehicles are adequate. 

 
N. Whether the length of time for which the special land use permit is granted should be limited in duration: 

 
The proposed car wash doesn’t satisfy the criteria for a special land use permit and is not suitable at the 
subject property. A limitation on the duration of the SLUP would not ameliorate the unsatisfactory aspects 
of the proposal. 

 
O. Whether or not the size, scale, and massing of proposed buildings are appropriate in relation to the size of 

the subject property and in relation to the size, scale, and massing of adjacent and nearby lots and 
buildings: 

 
At 3,648 square feet and one story, the size, scale, and massing of the proposed car wash is appropriate in 
relation to the size of the subject property and in relation to the size, scale, and massing of adjacent and 
nearby commercial lots and buildings. 

 
P. Whether the proposed plan would adversely affect historic building sites, districts, or archaeological 

resources: 
 

The Crowley Mausoleum is a historic site, although it has not been designated as such. The cemetery on 
the roof of the museum, and the history of the Crowley and other families who are interred there, have 
archaeological value and can help historians and scientists reconstruct late 18th century to mid-19th century 
farming culture in Georgia. It appears that the proposed car wash would not adversely affect the 
mausoleum site. 

 
Q. Whether the proposed use satisfies the requirements contained within the supplemental regulations for 

such special land use permit: 

The car wash building doesn’t satisfy the supplemental regulation regarding the distance of the facility from 
residential property. 

 
R. Whether or not the proposed building as a result of its proposed height, would create a negative shadow 

impact on any adjoining lot or building: 
 

The proposed car wash facility is not expected to cast objectionable shadows on adjoining lots or buildings. 

S. Whether the proposed use would be consistent with the needs of the neighborhood or of the community 
as a whole, be compatible with the neighborhood, and would not be in conflict with the overall objectives 
of the comprehensive plan: 
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The proposed car wash is not suitable on the subject property. It is a commercial land use, like adjoining 
land uses in all directions except the northeast, and it would be screened from residential properties to the 
northeast. But it is an inherently automobile-oriented land use and would not, thereby, further County 
goals for the Town Center in which it is located. The application states: 

 
The intersection of Memorial Drive and Columbia Drive is a major commercial development node that is home 
to a number of other automotive-oriented establishments. These establishments include a major U-Haul 
storage facility, multiple auto parts stores, a vehicle emissions testing facility, multiple service stations, 
multiple automotive tire/repair shops, multiple drive-thru restaurants, a car sales lot, multiple banks offering 
drive-thru services, and a Kroger Fuel Center. 

 
All of these land uses, as well as an existing car wash at 3442 Memorial Drive, are located within the Town 
Center that contains the subject property. The applicant establishes suitability of the proposed car wash by 
arguing that it, like many other uses in the commercial node, is auto-oriented. Yet, because there are 
already multiple auto-oriented uses in the Town Center, it becomes all the more important to avoid adding 
to the problems generated by a dominance of this type of land use, including traffic congestion, air pollution 
and expenditure of carbon, and lack of opportunities for pedestrian travel and exercise. The Comprehensive 
Plan and Belvedere Active Living Plan express a vision that would change the historic trend of development 
in this Town Center, and each development project that continues this trend, such as the car wash under 
consideration in this report, moves the County farther from the Plan’s vision. 

 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial. 

The proposed car wash is not compatible with the intent, goals, and vision of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan for 
the Town Center in which it is located: it would not balance the high proportion of general retail and commercial 
businesses that are already located in the Town Center to create more of a mixture of land uses, nor promote 
walkability between land uses in the Town Center, nor provide public or open spaces. As an inherently auto- 
oriented land use, the proposed car wash is not suitable on the subject property. Several specific Town Center 
policies, as well as the Belvidere Active Living Plan, emphasize pedestrian linkages between land uses and 
between destinations and neighborhoods. There is little possibility, however, that customers would walk from 
adjoining or nearby properties and into the car wash as they might with a restaurant or numerous other 
commercial land uses, nor does the site plan provide pedestrian links to adjoining properties. The proposal 
includes measures to mitigate noise that a car wash typically generates, although the applicant has not 
presented any technical information to show that these measures would be sufficient to mitigate the noise from 
the drying blowers at the exit end of the car wash building or the vacuum stations. The automobile-oriented 
nature of the car wash and the long drive-through lane in which cars could idle may generate higher levels of air 
pollution than other commercial land uses. The proposed restaurant is expected to generate the same traffic 
primarily from pedestrian vehicles, in similar volumes as other commercial land uses in the area. However, 
turning movements into the site by vehicles traveling northbound on Memorial Drive would be impaired 
because of the raised median that divides Memorial Drive. There might be more congestion from potential 
customers than if the site were also usable and accessible by pedestrians. Therefore, the Department of 
Planning and Sustainability recommends “Denial”. 

 
 

Attachments: 
1. Department, Division, and Board Comments 
2. Application 
3. Site Plan 
4. Zoning Map 
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5. Land Use Plan Map 
6. Aerial Photograph 
7. Site Photographs 
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NEXT STEPS 
 

Following an approval of this zoning action, one or several of the following may be required: 
 

 
• Land Disturbance Permit (Required for of new building construction on non-residential properties, or 

land disturbance/improvement such as storm water detention, paving, digging, or landscaping.) 
 

 
• Building Permit (New construction or renovation of a building (interior or exterior) may require full 

plan submittal or other documentation. Zoning, site development, watershed and health department 
standards will be checked for compliance.) 

 

 
• Certificate of Occupancy (Required prior to occupation of a commercial or residential space and for use 

of property for a business. Floor plans may be required for certain types of occupants.) 

 
• Plat Approval (Required if any parcel is being subdivided, re-parceled, or combined. Issued 

“administratively”; no public hearing required.) 

 
• Sketch Plat Approval (Required for the subdivision of property into three lots or more. Requires a public 

hearing by the Planning Commission.) 

 
• Overlay Review (Required review of development and building plans for all new construction or exterior 

modification of building(s) located within a designated overlay district.) 

 
• Historic Preservation (A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for any proposed changes to building 

exteriors or improvements to land when located within the Druid Hills or the Soapstone Geological 
Historic Districts. Historic Preservation Committee public hearing may be required.) 

 

 
• Variance (Required to seek relief from any development standards of the Zoning Ordinance. A public 

hearing and action by the Board of Appeals are required for most variances.) 

 
• Minor Modification (Required if there are any proposed minor changes to zoning conditions that were 

approved by the Board of Commissioners. The review is administrative if the changes are determined to be 
minor as described by Zoning Code.) 

 
• Major Modification (Required submittal of a complete zoning application for a public hearing if there are 

any proposed major changes to zoning conditions that were approved by the Board of Commissioner for a 
prior rezoning.) 

 

 
• Business License (Required for any business or non-residential enterprise operating in Unincorporated 

DeKalb County, including in-home occupations). 

 • Alcohol License (Required permit to sell alcohol for consumption on-site or packaged for off-site 
consumption. Signed and sealed distance survey is required. Background checks will be performed.) 

 
 

Each of the approvals and permits listed above requires submittal of application and supporting documents, 
and payment of fees. Please consult with the appropriate department/division. 



 

DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

DISTRIBUTION FORM 
 
 

NOTE: PLEASE RETURN ALL COMMENTS VIA EMAIL OR FAX TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS TO 
MICHELLE ALEXANDER mmalexander@dekalbcountyga.gov AND/OR LASONDRA HILL 
lahill@dekalbcountyga.gov 

 

COMMENTS FORM: 
PUBLIC WORKS WATER AND SEWER 

 
Case No.:   

Parcel I.D. #:   

Address:   
 
 
 
 
 

WATER: 
 

Size of existing water main: 

 
12" adequate 

 
 

(adequate/inadequate) 
 

Distance from property to nearest main: adjacent 
 

 

 

Size of line required, if inadequate:   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

SEWER: 
 

Outfall Servicing Project: Cobb Fowler Creek 
 

 

 
Is sewer adjacent to property: Yes ( ) No ( ) If no, distance to nearest line: ~440 ft. 

 
Water Treatment Facility: 

Snapfinger Plant 
(x) adequate ( ) inadequate 

Sewage Capacity; 36 
 

(MGPD) Current Flow: 28.3  
(MGPD) 

 

COMMENTS: 
 

Sewer capacity request required. Area may be capacity restricted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Signature:   

CZ-22-1245320 

15-217-04-024 

3644 Memorial Drive 

mailto:mmalexander@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:lahill@dekalbcountyga.gov


 

ZONING COMMENTS – DEC. 2021 

N1- No comment 

N2. Please see chapter 5 of the zoning code and chapter 14-190 of the land development code for 
infrastructure requirements. Linecrest Rd is classified as a collector road. Infrastructure Requirements: 
35 foot right of way dedication from centerline or such that all public infrastructure is within public right 
of way, whichever greater, 6 foot sidewalk, 4 foot bike lane (or 10 foot multiuse path in lieu of required 
bike lanes and 6 foot sidewalk), 10 foot landscape strip and street lights. Verify that the access point 
meets intersection and stopping sight distance based on AASHTO design guidelines when submitting for 
permitting. Interior roads require a 27.5 foot right of way dedication from the centerline or such that all 
public infrastructure is on county right of way. Requires a 6 foot landscape strip, 6 foot sidewalk and 
street lights. Code Section 14-200 (e): 79 lots require two access points. This will require a variance to 
the Land Development Code prior to land development permit approval from the Transportation 
Division at time of permitting. 

N3. No Comment. 

N4 & N5. Memorial Drive is a State Route. GDOT review and approval required prior to permitting at 
land development stage. 

N6. No comment 

N7. No comment 

N8. Please see chapter 5 of the zoning code and chapter 14-190 of the land development code for 
infrastructure requirements. Rockbridge Rd is classified as a minor arterial. Infrastructure 
Requirements: 40 foot right of way dedication from centerline or such that all public infrastructure is 
within public right of way, whichever greater, 6 foot sidewalk, 4 foot bike lane (or 10 foot multiuse path 
in lieu of required bike lanes and 6 foot sidewalk), 10 foot landscape strip and street lights. Verify that 
the access point meets intersection and stopping sight distance based on AASHTO design guidelines 
when submitting for permitting. Interior roads require a 27.5 foot right of way dedication from the 
centerline or such that all public infrastructure is on county right of way. Requires a 6 foot landscape 
strip, 6 foot sidewalk and street lights. Please note that the top section appears to have more lots per 
access than the code allows (Code Section 14-200 (e)- more than 75 units requires 2 access points). If 
access is allowed on Pepperwood- then Pepperwood to Hickory Hills Trail and Hickory Hills Drive to 
Rockbridge should be resurfaced by the developer and sidewalks added to connect to the new sidewalks 
in the proposed neighborhood to offset impacts. I would prefer to see the sidewalks added all the way 
to Rockbridge via Hickory Hills Trail and Hickory Hills Drive to reduce impacts to the existing property 
owners, if the existing property owners so desire sidewalks, but, at a minimum, the one lot sidewalk gap 
on Pepperwood should be eliminated. 

N9. No comment 



 

 
 
 
 

12/20/2021 

 
To: Ms. Madolyn Spann, Planning Manager 

Mr. John Reid, Senior Planner 
From: Ryan Cira, Environmental Health Manager 
Cc: Alan Gaines, Technical Sevices Manager 
Re: Rezone Application Review 

 
General Comments: 

 
DeKalb County Health Regulations prohibit use of on-site sewage disposal systems for 

• multiple dwellings 
• food service establishments 
• hotels and motels 
• commercial laundries 
• funeral homes 
• schools 
• nursing care facilities 
• personal care homes with more than six (6) clients 
• child or adult day care facilities with more than six (6) clients 
• residential facilities containing food service establishments 

 
If proposal will use on-site sewage disposal, please contact the Land Use Section (404) 508-7900. 

 
Any proposal, which will alter wastewater flow to an on-site sewage disposal system, must be 
reviewed by this office prior to construction. 

 
This office must approve any proposed food service operation or swimming pool prior to starting 
construction. 

 
Public health recommends the inclusion of sidewalks to continue a preexisting sidewalk network or 
begin a new sidewalk network. Sidewalks can provide safe and convenient pedestrian access to a 
community-oriented facility and access to adjacent facilities and neighborhoods. 

 
For a public transportation route, there shall be a 5ft. sidewalk with a buffer between the sidewalk and 
the road. There shall be enough space next to sidewalk for bus shelter’s concrete pad installation. 

 
Since DeKalb County is classified as a Zone 1 radon county, this office recommends the use of radon 
resistant construction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DeKalb County Board of Health 



 

DeKalb County Board of Health 
404.508.7900 • www.dekalbhealth.net 

12/20/2021 
 

N.1 SLUP-22-1245307 2021-3515 16-059-01-227 
 
 
 

2038 Mallard Way, Lithonia , GA 30058 
 

Amendment 
 

- Please review general comments 
 
 
 

N.2 Z-22-1245310 2021-3516 15-009-01-001, 15-009-01-006, 15-009-01-008 
 
 
 

2712 Whitfield Road, Ellenwood, GA 30294 
 

Amendment 
 

- Please review general comments. 

- Onsite Septic installed on surrounding property at 2241 Whitfiled Drive on 06/29/1972 and 2281 Whitfield Drive on 
09/06/1973 on 09/06/1073. 

 
 
 

N.3 SLUP-22-1245311 2021-3517 18-091-01-063 
 
 
 

971 North Road, Stone Mountain, GA 30083 
 

Amendment 
 

- Please review general comments 

- Onsite septic system installed on property 754 North Hairston , Stone Mountain on 12/30/2003 (surrounding location). 
 
 
 

N.4 CZ-22-1245311 2021-3518 15-217-04-024 
 
 
 

3644 Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA 30032 
 

Amendment 
 

- Please review general comments. 

- Onsite septic system installed on property 3232 Memorial Drive on 4/21/1970 indication of possible system within 
surrounding property. 

http://www.dekalbhealth.net/


 

DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

DISTRIBUTION FORM 
 
 

The following areas below may warrant comments from the Development Division. Please respond 
accordingly as the issues relate to the proposed request and the site plan enclosed as it relates to Chapter 14. You may address 
applicable disciplines. 

 
DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS: 

 
• Transportation/Access/Row 

Consult the Georgia DOT as well as the DeKalb County Transportation Department prior to land 

development permit. Verify widths from the centerline of the roadways to the property line for 

possible right-of-way dedication. Improvements within the right-of-way may be required as a 

condition for land development application review approval. Safe vehicular circulation is 

required. Paved off-street parking is required. 

 

• Storm Water Management 

Compliance with the Georgia Stormwater Management Manual, DeKalb County Code of 

Ordinances 14-40 for Stormwater Management and 14-42 for Storm Water Quality Control, to 

include Runoff Reduction Volume where applicable is required as a condition of land 

development permit approval. Use Volume Three of the G.S.M.M. for best maintenance 

practices. Use the NOAA Atlas 14 Point Precipitation Data set specific to the site. Recommend 

Low Impact Development features/ Green Infrastructure be included in the proposed site design 

to protect as much as practicable the statewaters and special flood hazard areas. 

Note that the pre-developed conditions for the hydrology/stormwater mgt report 

shall be based on the wooded conditions 

 

• Flood Hazard Area/Wetlands 

The presence of FEMA Flood Hazard Area was not indicated in the County G.I.S. mapping 

records for the site; and should be noted in the plans at the time of any land development 

permit application. Encroachment of flood hazard areas require compliance with Article IV of 

Chapter 14 and FEMA floodplain regulations. 

 

• Landscaping/Tree Preservation 



 

Landscaping and tree preservation plans for any building, or parking lot must comply with 

DeKalb County Code of Ordinances 14-39 as well as Chapter 27 Article 5 and are subject to 

approval from the County Arborist. 

 

• Tributary Buffer 

State water buffer was not reflected in the G.I.S. records for the site. Typical state waters 

buffer have a 75’ undisturbed stream buffer and land development within the undisturbed creek 

buffer is prohibited without a variance per DeKalb County Code of Ordinances 14-44.1. 

 
• Fire Safety 

Plans for land development permit must comply with Chapter 12 DeKalb County Code for fire 

protection and prevention. 
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,e,; DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNl\'lENT 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
DISTRIBUTION FOR!'\tl 

 
 

NOTE: PLEASE RETU.Ri ALL COMME TS VIA EMAIL ORF AX TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS TO 
MICHELLE ALEXANDER mmalexandcr@dckalbcountyga.gov Ai'-D/OR LASONDRA HILL 
lahill@dekalbcountyga.gox 

 
COJJMENTS FORM: 

PUBLIC WORKS TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 

Case No.: C7..,.2.l:rf":},<./:S:,:);:) 
Address: 3 G Lt 't: 

lvitM(bA/ b L 
1:> LCA-(u&J Ge::: 

Parcel 1.0. #: /..g;;. ,.:)/-:J,;-  be/- 6J..'( 
 
 

Adjacent Roadwa,·(s): 
 

  

 
 

(classification) (classification) 
 

Capacity (TPD)  _ 
Latest Count (TPD)  _ 
Hourh Capati ·(\"PII)   _ 
Peak IIour. \'olume (\'PII) _ 
Existing number or traffic Innes    _ 

Cnpnd (TPD) _ 
Latest Count (TPD)      
Houri Capm:it (\"PU)     
Peak Hour. \'olume (\'PH)  _ 
Existing number of traffic lanes    _ 

Existing right oh\11) "idth    _ 
Proposed number of traffic Innes     _ 
Proposed right or wn) \\ idth   _ 

Existing right of way width    _ 
Proposed number oftraJlic Innes      _ 
Proposed right of wn width   _ 

 

Please pro,·ldc additional Information relating to the following statement. 
 

According to studies conducled b) the Institute ofTraffic Engineers (ITE) 6/7TH Edition (whiche,er Is npplicnble), churches 
generate an awrage of lirteen (15) Hhicle trip end (\'TE) per I, 000 square Ccet orffoor area, nlth an eight (8%) percent peak hour 
factor. Based on the aho,·cformuln, the.  s.qunre foot pince of worship huildingnould genernte  ,·ehicle trip ends, 
with approximately  penk hour ,·chicle trip ends. 

 
Sini:lc Family residence, on the other hand, lrnuld i:cncrate ten (JO) \"TE's per duy per dwelling unit, with a ten (JO¾) percent 
peak hour factor. Based on the abo,e referenced formula, the    (Single Famll) Residential) District designation which allolu 
a maximum or  units per acres, and the gh·,m fact that the project site is approxlmately   acres in land aren,  dnll) 
,·chicle trip end, nnd  peak hour nhklc trip end "ould be generated with residential de, elopment or the parcel. 

 
COMl\lE:-.TS: 

 

mailto:mmalexandcr@dckalbcountyga.gov
mailto:lahill@dekalbcountyga.gox


 

DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

DISTRIBUTION FORM 
 
 

NOTE: PLEASE RETURN ALL COMMENTS VIA EMAIL OR FAX TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS TO 
MICHELLE ALEXANDER mmalexander@dekalbcountyga.gov AND/OR LASONDRA HILL 
lahill@dekalbcountyga.gov 

 

COMMENTS FORM: 
PUBLIC WORKS WATER AND SEWER 

 
Case No.:   

Parcel I.D. #:   

Address:   
 
 
 
 
 

WATER: 
 

Size of existing water main: 

 
12" adequate 

 
 

(adequate/inadequate) 
 

Distance from property to nearest main: adjacent 
 

 

 

Size of line required, if inadequate:   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

SEWER: 
 

Outfall Servicing Project: Cobb Fowler Creek 
 

 

 
Is sewer adjacent to property: Yes ( ) No ( ) If no, distance to nearest line: ~440 ft. 

 
Water Treatment Facility: 

Snapfinger Plant 
(x) adequate ( ) inadequate 

Sewage Capacity; 36 
 

(MGPD) Current Flow: 28.3  
(MGPD) 

 

COMMENTS: 
 

Sewer capacity request required. Area may be capacity restricted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Signature:   

SLUP-22-1245321 

15-217-04-024 

3644 Memorial Drive 

mailto:mmalexander@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:lahill@dekalbcountyga.gov


 

 

Public Works Transportation Division Comments 
 
 

N4 & N5. Memorial Drive is a State Route. GDOT review and approval required prior to permitting at 
land development stage. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 
 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
Amendments will not be accepted after 5 working days after the filing date. 

Clark Harrison Building 
330 W. Ponce de Leon Ave 
Dec.tur, GA 30030 

Date Received:   Application No.:  _ 
 

APPLICANT NAME: Harold Bucklel.'- Jr  for  Caliber Car Wash 

Daytime Phone#: 404-853-5050 Fax#: 404-853-1812 

Mailing Address: 2849  Paces  Ferry  Road,  Suite 700.  Atlanta  GA  30339 

 E-mail: hbuckley@wbilegal.com 
 

OWNER NAME: Joseph BUrke/ Atlantic Development Partners 
more than one owner, attach contact information for each owner) 

Daytime Phone#:  770-490-7449 Fax#:  _ 

Mailing Address: 1298 Concord Road, Smyrna GA 30080 

 
(If 

 E-mail:     jburke@atlanticdevelopmentpartners.cOtD 
 

SUBJECT PROPERTY ADDRESS OR LOCATION: 3644 Memorial Drive 
 

Decatur , DeKalb County, GA,   3_0_03_2  _ 
 

District(s): 15 Land Lot(s): 217 Block(s): 04 Parcel(s): _ ,;,;2...;.4 _ 
  

 

Acreage or Square Feet: 1.44 ac Commission District(s): 3 Existing Zoning:   c_-_l  _ 
 

Proposed Special Land Use (SLUP}:  D_ri_v_e_-_t_hru. ;. ca r;...._w'""a'"'"s""'h _ 
 

 

Ihereby authorize the staff of the Planning and Development Department to inspect the property that is the 
subject of this application. 
Owner:   Agent: -=-- Signature of Applicant:   0.1 'f?,IM:j (t,_ J,:- 
JCheck One) {:t: -  Q 
Printed Name of Applicant: Harold  Buckley,  Jr  

 

Notary Signature and Seal: 

,..,,,, 
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WILSON BROCK & IRBY, L.L.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
 
 
 

TELEPHONE 
OVERLOOK I, SUITE 700 

2849 PACES FERRY ROAD 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30339 

WWW. WB IL F.G AL. C_O_M_ 

HAROLD BUCKLEY JR. 

HBUCKLEY@\IVBILEGALCOM 

DIRECT DIAL: 770/803-3707 

(404) 853-5050 

FACSIMILE 
(404) 853-1812 

 
November 5, 2021 

 

VIA: HAND DELIVERY 
 

Mr. Andrew Baker, Director 
Dekalb County Dept. of Planning and Sustainability 
330 West Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 500 
Decatur, GA 30030 

RE:  Application by Caliber Car Wash ("Caliber'') for a SLUP Authorizing the 
Operation of a Drive-Thru Car Wash at 3644 Memorial Drive (the "Site"). 

Dear Andrew: 

My firm represents Caliber Car Wash, which has contracted to purchase the Site with the 
intent of improving it with a drive-thru car wash. Caliber operates more than a dozen car wash 
facilities in Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, and Alabama. In response to subpar experiences that 
they previously had at a number of car wash facilities operated by other car wash companies; 
Caliber's founders established the company with the intent of providing its customers with the best 
possible wash experience. Everything the founders did as they built their company was based on 
their single-minded determination to establish and maintain the highest quality standards in the car 
wash industry, all the way down to the Caliber Car Wash name. 

The Site is an outparcel to the former Columbia Mall (aka Avondale Mall), and currently 
the Walmart that replaced it. The property directly across the street from the Site is developed 
with a major U-Haul storage facility, which is located at the southeast corner of Memorial Drive 
and Midway Road. The property at the southwest corner of Memorial Drive's intersection with 
Midway Road is developed with a Goodyear tire and auto shop. The property directly abutting the 
Site to the west is developed with a Napa Auto Parts retail store. The Site abuts a residential 
neighborhood to the east that is located within the city of Avondale Estates. Three homes within 
this residential neighborhood directly abut the Site, and twelve additional homes fall within the 
county's required radius for community meeting zoning notices. 

Caliber's proposed wash facility will encompass approximately 3,648 square feet of floor 
area. Direct vehicular access to Caliber's proposed car wash will occur exclusively from Memorial 
Drive along the east side of the Site, with secondary access to the west side of the Site being 
provided via interparcel rights across the Napa Auto Parts site. Once on-Site, customers will select 
their wash services and then proceed into the wash facility itself. Upon completing their wash, 
customers would exit the facility and proceed to an outdoor vacuum area on the west side of the 
wash facility. Finally, upon completing vacuum services, customers would exit the Site either by 
crossing the Napa Auto parts site to reach the signalized intersection of Memorial Drive and 
Midway Road, or by exiting the Site directly onto Memorial Drive. 

http://www.wb/
http://www.wb/
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WILSON BROCK & IRBY, L.L.C. 
CALIBER CAR WASH SLOP 
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Page2 

 

Caliber seeks the county's approval of a SLUP authorizing its proposed drive-thru car 
wash. 

 

I. Caliber's SLUP request meets the county's standards for such relief, as set forth in 
section 27-7.4.6 of the zoning ordinance, as follows:1 
A. The Site includes sufficient land to accommodate the proposed car wash, which 

will meet all of the zoning ordinance's development standards for C-1 parcels. 
 

The Site's land area is sufficient to meet all of the county's development standards for C- 
l developments, such as setbacks, parking, and buffers. Consequently, Caliber Car Wash is not 
requesting any variances or exceptions to the county's development standards. 

 
B. The proposed car wash is compatible with adjacent properties and land uses, and 

with other properties and land uses in the surrounding area. 
 

In 2014, the Board of Commissioners approved a SLUP application authorizing a 
Bojangle's drive-thru restaurant In its analysis of the 2014 Bojangle's development proposal, the 
planning staff made the following determination: 

 
"Rezoning of the subject property from OCR (Office-Commercial- 
Residential) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a drive-through restaurant is 
suitable at the subject location. Use of the property for a restaurant is 
consistent with the use of commercial properties in the surrounding area." 

 
In addition, the intersection of Memorial Drive and Columbia Drive is a major commercial 
development node that is home to a number of other automotive-oriented establishments. These 
establishments inc]ude a major U-Haul storage faci1ity, multiple auto parts stores, a vehicle 
emissions testing facility, multiple service stations, multiple automotive tire/repair shops, multiple 
drive-thru restaurants, a car sales lot, multiple banks offering drive-thru services, and a Kroger 
Fuel Center. 

 
For the foregoing reasons, and the community stakeholder response described herein 

below, Caliber's car wash proposal is suitable for the Site to the same degree as the previously 
approved Bojangle's development proposal. 

 
C. Public services, public facilities, and utilities are sufficient to accommodate the 

proposed car wash. 
D. Memorial Drive has sufficient traffic-carrying capacity for the proposed car wash. 
E. Existing land uses along Memorial Drive will not be adversely affccted by the 

 
As a major arterial roadway, Memorial Drive, is designed to accommodate the highest 

category of surface street vehicular volumes in Dekalb County. The county's comprehensive plan 
 

1 also Zoning Ordinance§ 7.3.l0[A) [Major zoning condition modificatlons are subject to the same 
requirements as zoning map amendments). 



 

WILSON BROCK & IRBY, L.L.C. 
CALIBER CAR WASH SLUP 
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Page 3 

 
policies also call for commercial development to be focused with the Memorial Drive/Columbia 
Drive development node. Furthermore, in its report for that rezoning case, the planning staff 
determined that (with those zoning conditions) the drive-thru restaurant was consistent with the 
following policy in the county's comprehensive plan: 

 
"Promote new development and redevelopment at or near activity centers 
as a means of reducing vehicle miles traveled." 

 
Therefore, when it approved the 2014 Bojangle's rezoning and SLUP, the county determined that 
approving a drive-thru facility with the planning staff's recommended conditions would actually 
alleviate demands on the surrounding roadway network. 

 
The proposed car wash satisfies these approval conditions for the foregoing reasons. 

 
F. Site access is sufficient, particularly regarding pedestrian and automotive safety, 

traffic flow and control, and fire/emergency access. 
 

As explained in the introduction to this letter, vehicular access to the Site is provided at 
two points. The first point of access is directly from Memorial Drive. For vehicles exiting the 
Site, the signalized intersection of Memorial Drive and Midway Road is accessible via interparcel 
access across the adjoining Napa Auto Parts site. The availability of this signalized intersection 
for customers wishing to make a left turn onto Memorial Drive practically guarantees the safety 
of vehicular movements. 

 
Furthermore, in its companion application for a major zoning modification, Caliber has 

agreed to be bound by the conditions that were previously imposed on the Bojangles requiring 
various upgrades to the Site's pedestrian environment. In its report for that rezoning case, the 
planning staff determined that (with those zoning conditions) the drive-thru restaurant was 
consistent with the following policy in the county's comprehensive plan: 

 
"Promote new development and redevelopment at or near activity centers 
as a means of reducing vehicle miles traveled." 

 
The planning staff also determined that the Site's current zoning conditions made the operation of 
a drive-thru facility on the Site "...more consistent with the pedestrian-oriented policies and 
strategies of the Town Center Character Area." 

 
Therefore, the proposed car wash development is consistent with this approval standard. 

 
G. The proposed car wash will not create adverse impacts on adjoining properties by 

reason of noise, smoke, odor, dust, or vibration. 
H. The proposed car wash's operating hours will not create adverse impacts on 

adjoining properties. 
I. The proposed car wash's manner of operation will not create adverse impacts 

adjoining properties. 
 

103798.1212017-00000I 
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In its analysis of the 2014 Bojangle's development proposal, the planning staff made the 
following determination: 

"If approved with conditions for buffering, screening, and controls on sound 
and light as recommended, the proposed drive-through restaurant is not 
expected to create adverse effects on adjoining and nearby properties." 

Caliber Car Wash has agreed to be bound by the Site's zoning conditions governing buffering, 
screening, sound, and light. Furthermore, the proposed car wash development has been designed 
to substantially eliminate any potential noise impacts on neighboring residential properties. 

 
The components of Caliber's car wash development that generate the most sound are the 

blowers that dry cars at the end of the wash process, and the outdoor vacuum area. The car wash 
structure itself serves as a physical sound buffer between the blowers and the adjoining residential 
properties, and between the vacuum area and those same properties. In addition, Caliber intends 
to install a sound wall and substantial landscaping along its eastern property line to serve as 
secondary, redundant sound and light screening components. These additional protection 
measures, particularly in modified condition 6(c), exceed the minimum requirements established 
in the Site's existing zoning and SLUP conditions. 

 
Therefore, the proposed car wash satisfies these approval conditions. 

 
J. The proposed car wash is consistent with the requirements of the Site's C-1 

zoning. 
K. The proposed car wash is consistent with the policies of the comprehensive plan. 
L. The proposed car wash provides for all required buffer zones and transitional 

buffer zones. 
 

In its analysis of the 2014 Bojangle's development proposal, the planning staff made the 
following determination: 

 
"The proposal is consistent with the following strategy of the 2005-2025 
Comprehensive Plan for Town Centers: "Promote new development and 
redevelopment at or near activity centers as a means of reducing vehicle 
miles traveled." (TCCAS19). The applicant has agreed to streetscaping, a 
pedestrian crossing in the curb cut, and screening of parking on the front of 
the site, which will help make the proposal more consistent with the 
pedestrian-oriented policies and strategies of the Town Center Character 
Area." 

 
Caliber only seeks to modify the Site's zoning and SLUP conditions that specifically require the 
construction of the previously approved fast-food restaurant. All other existing zoning conditions, 
such as the general conditions referenced in the foregoing staff analysis, will remain unchanged. 
Therefore, Caliber's proposed car wash is consistent to the same degree as the approved 
Bojangle's. 
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Furthermore, the proposed car wash does not require zoning variances. Caliber Car Wash 
has also agreed to be bound by the Site's existing zoning conditions governing buffers, screening, 
and pedestrian facilities, all of which exceed the zoning ordinance's minimum standards. 

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, the proposed car wash meets all of these approval 

standards. 
 

M. The car wash development proposal provides sufficient refuse and service areas. 
 

The proposed car wash would be served by a fully enclosed on-Site dumpster area that is 
easily accessible for refuse removal. 

 
N. The SLUP's effective period should not be limited in duration. 

 
SLUP approvals generally tend to be limited in duration when the applicant is not able to 

sufficiently address concerns regarding potential negative impacts, such as when there is 
significant community opposition. As explained in detail below, Caliber Car Wash has adhered 
to a community outreach program that far exceeds what the county requires for zoning 
applications. And it has agreed to accept protective zoning conditions in addition to the majority 
of the Site's existing zoning conditions. Consequently, community stakeholders (including two 
directly abutting households) have expressed that they have no objection to the proposed car wash. 

 
For these reasons, Caliber Car Wash's SLUP approval (if granted) should not be limited in 

duration. 
 

0. The size, scale and massing of proposed buildings are appropriate in relation to 
the character of surrounding developments. 

 
The proposed car wash building will consist of one floor of occupiable space, topped by 

an architecturally decorative building element. This architecturally decorative building element 
will not be occupiable. This design configuration is aesthetically consistent with surrounding 
commercial development. 

 
P. The proposed car wash will not adversely affect historic buildings, sites, districts, 

or archaeological resources. 
 

There are no established historic or archaeological resources on the Site, which is 
undeveloped. 

 
Q. The supplemental SLUP regulations for specific uses do not impose additional 

criteria for car washes. 
 

This approval criterion does not apply to the proposed car wash. 
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R. The proposed car wash will not create a negative shadow impact on any adjoining 

building or property due to its physical height. 
 

As explained above, the proposed car wash will consist of a single-story building topped 
by a decorative architectural building element. Given the distance between the building and the 
Site's property lines, as well as the extensive screening Caliber Car Wash has agreed to provide, 
the building will not cast any shadows on adjoining properties. 

 
S. The proposed car wash is consistent with the needs of the neighborhood or the 

community as a whole, is compatible with the comprehensive plan's overall 
objectives. 

 
As explained repeatedly above, the proposed car wash is consistent with the county's 

public policies, as set forth in its comprehensive plan. Furthermore, this development proposal 
includes significant improvements to the pedestrian environment along Memorial Drive, which 
are very much needed. Therefore, the proposed car wash satisfies this approval criterion. 

 
II. Community Outreach and Collaboration 

 
Caliber hosted three community stakeholder meetings in advance of submitting its 

modification application. These meetings are summarized below. 
 

Caliber held an initial virtual meeting with two representatives from the Berkeley Park 
neighborhood association, Wayne Powell and Victoria Anglin, on September 17th• That meeting 
went very well and it allowed Caliber to establish a very productive on-going collaborative 
dialogue with the community. During that meeting, Wayne and Victoria recommended that 
Caliber host a follow-up virtual meeting with our three abutting neighbors, which would be 
separate from our required pre-application community meeting. This would allow the people who 
would potentially be most impacted by our development proposal a dedicated forum to receive 
information and have their questions and concerns addressed. 

 
Based on advice and guidance that Caliber received during its initial stakeholder meeting, 

we invited the directly abutting homeowners to a follow-up virtual meeting on October 13th• We 
sent Zoom invitations to the following neighbors, who represent the entirety of our abutting 
property owners: 

 
Linda and Carl Coffee 1246 Berkeley Road 
Matthew and Robin Durdin 1252 Berkeley Road 
Karen and Steven Jones    1258 Berkeley Road 

 
Linda and Carl Coffee, and Matthew Durdin, very kindly participated in our October 13th virtual 
information meeting. As with our first meeting, the follow-up meeting with our abutting neighbors 
was both pleasant and informative. None of the neighbors in attendance voiced any objection to 
our development proposal; and Mrs. Coffee expressed a preference for Caliber's proposed 



103798.1 212017-000001  

K-
 

WILSON BROCK & IRBY, L.L.C. 
CALIBER CAR WASH SLUP 
November S, 2021 
Page 7 

 
development over the fast-food restaurant the county previously approved for the Site. During 
both meetings, Caliber 

 
The third and final pre-application meeting with community stakeholders was the pre- 

application community meeting the county requires before applicants may submit their zoning 
applications. It took place on October 18th and, like the meetings before it, this meeting was virtual. 
None of the community stakeholders to whom we extended invitations chose to attend the meeting, 
which we took as a positive sign that our intensive outreach efforts prior to this point had satisfied 
community interest in our development proposal. 

 
Based on the foregoing community stakeholder interactions, there is no community 

opposition to Caliber's requested zoning modification at the time of application submittal. 
 

II. Constitutional Objections and Conclusion 
 

Georgia courts have long held that an aggrieved party must present any potential 
constitutional objections to the local government during the zoning review process, which includes 
administrative zoning appeals. Applicants who fail to do so substantially deprive themselves of a 
legal basis to appeal adverse zoning decisions.2 Therefore, solely to satisfy mandatory 
requirements of Georgia law, Caliber respectfully advises Dekalb County of its constitutional 
objections. Caliber has demonstrated that its SLUP request fully satisfies all of Dekalb County's 
standards for the approval of such applications.  Therefore, any action by the Board of 
Commissioners to deny Caliber's requested SLUP or to grant some lesser form of relief would 
violate Caliber's rights to due process of law and equal protection under the laws, as guaranteed 
by the Georgia constitution. 

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, Caliber Carwash respectfully requests the approval of its 

request for a SLUP. Please do not hesitate to let me know ifl may provide you with any additional 
information or clarify anything in this letter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
WILSON,1)OCK & IRBY, L.L.CJ 

BA,t-1 f1t -- ,..-;- 
Harold Buckley Jr AfCP ------ (5 
Attorneys for Caliber Carwash 

 
Attachments. 

 
cc: Mr. Dan Brown, Caliber Carwash (via email) 

 

2 DeKalb County v. Bembry. 252 Ga. 510, 314 S.E.2d 900 (1984) (Held that the trial court erred in falling to grant 
DeKalb County's request for summary judgment because the applicant's constitutional objections were not first 
raised before the county commission). 
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Dan Brown 
 

To: Danny York 
Subject: RE: Memorial Dr - Update Regarding Gravesites 

 
 

From: Joseph Burke <jburke@atlanticdevelopmentpartners.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 9:53 AM 
To: Danny York <dyork@caliber-capital.com> 
Subject: Memorial Dr - Update Regarding Gravesites 

Danny, 

I wanted to touch base and give you a more comprehensive update on what we spoke about yesterday. Below this 
message is what we received from Kristin at 11Alive news. I had my attorney reach out to her directly to gather 
information on how we got here, and path forward. The story is a longer-term item, so several weeks away from airing. 
From what we have learned so far, we believe this is an effort to locate possible graves of slaves of the Crowley family, 
but there is also the possibility that this whole subject is an attempt to prevent any development, brought by the 
owning family of the mausoleum. 

 
 
 

-Kristen authorized Ground Penetrating Radar(GPRS), mistaking my property lines, for the property bounds of the 
cemetery, or perhaps believing it was the NAPA store property. Although we now know this was likely not a “mistake” as 
she had a diagram she used for location which included property lines. Unfortunately the trespass is of limited value to 
us at this point. The real issue is the existence or non-existence of the graves. 

 
 
 

-The Dropbox link include results of the GPRS scan that was done, sent to my attorney by Kristin. From speaking directly 
to the surveyor (Len Strozier) that did the work, on a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being certain, his level is a 3 that the “air 
pockets" shown 15 feet below the current ground level are unmarked graves. He admitted he was hired with the only 
direction to scan for graves in an area. Len feels the amount of site development over the years would have wiped most 
everything. 

 
 
 

-The mausoleum representative did contact Kristin directly, where she was made aware of the prior disputes with the 
prior Bojangles development. The family felt the planned retaining wall for the Bojangles was going to limit visitation to 
the cemetery. As I mentioned to you on the phone, we had researched this subject ourselves and came to the 
conclusion that we were comfortable that the grade access provided by the Walmart (and NAPA) property as they acted 
as the master developer and accomplished any access needs. As you know, no recorded access easement exists 
anywhere for the mausoleum. I am unfamiliar with the details of the Bojangles plan, but their proposed wall could have 
affected that access from the Walmart side as well. 

 
 
 

-There is a lot of documentation on the internet regarding the development of the original Avondale Shopping mall, 
the agreement to construct the Mausoleum, and the subsequent demolition of the Avondale Mall to make way for 
the Walmart in 2007. It is publicly noted from multiple sources "In 1960, the Hills Family sold part of the land and leased 
the other part so that the Columbia Mall could be built. Completed in 1963, the mall was near the intersection of 

mailto:jburke@atlanticdevelopmentpartners.com
mailto:dyork@caliber-capital.com
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Memorial Drive and Columbia Road. The builder agreed to build a mausoleum around the cemetery, which was in the 
parking lot. The builder had to dig down about 20 to 25 feet on all sides of the cemetery and then build the building 
around the cemetery. There were 40 or 50 slave graves buried surrounding the cemetery. Sadly, no effort was made to 
save those graves and they were built over”. 

 
 
 

-The mausoleum is a unique structure. The walls of the mausoleum are 25ft tall, and are used to retain the dirt 
surrounding 11 graves while mass excavation was done around the remainder of the site. The gravestones remain on 
the roof of the structure, which was the original grade of the property before excavation. A huge amount of dirt had to 
be removed to decrease the hill located on the site, stated from multiple sources, 12 feet of grade was removed from 
the site, and the top of the mausoleum where the grave stones still remain, was the actual grade level of the original 
land before it was disturbed. 

 
 
 

-From the GPRS surveyor, the air pockets are currently 15 feet below the surface of the rear property line, that would 
mean these graves were over 35 feet deep from the original grade. We do not see this being realistic. 

 
 
 

As of now, we are still learning more. From the comments to the article in the Dropbox, the family is fairly active in 
preserving the mausoleum. We have relayed to the journalist that we are sympathetic, and have no desire to disturb any 
graves at the rear of the property, and are willing to try to find a solution to memorialize and preserve the graves (if that 
is what is there). According to Kristen, that is all the family wants, but now knowing they had issues with the Bojangles 
plan, we feel there is an ulterior motivation. 

 
 
 

I apologize this has come to light, but is an unfortunate commonality with developing properties next to neighbors who 
do not want improvement for their areas. I hope that our open book approach to this subject will allow us to work 
together and find a solution that will allow the development to move forward as planned. Please reach out with any 
questions and to discuss further 

 
 
 

Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m7x5ztje2phw8c2/AADQoXQUNZ5BlMjqEvKYW6a4a?dl=0 
 
 
 

-Joseph 
 

Joseph Burke 
Atlantic Development Partners 
Direct: 770.490.7449 

http://www.dropbox.com/sh/m7x5ztje2phw8c2/AADQoXQUNZ5BlMjqEvKYW6a4a?dl=0
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Avondale Mall Coordinates: 33°45'24"N 84°16'04"W 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 

Avondale Mall, originally known as Columbia lvfall, 
opened in 1964 as an enclosed mall in the state of 
Georgia, United States. The mall's original name 
came from its location at the intersection of Columbia 
& Memorial Drives qear Avondale Estates. It was 
demolished in 2007. 

Avondale Mall/ Columbia Mall 
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Location 
 
 

Coordinates 

Opening date 

Closing date 

 
 
 

Near Avondale Estates, 
Georgia, USA 

33°45'24"N 84° l 6'04"W 

1964 

2001 

 
Anchors 

The mall's original anchors were Davison's and Sears. 

No.of anchor 2 

tenants 

No. of floors 

After Sears closed and before renovations began, some indoor and outdoor shopping mall scenes for the 
Chuck Norris movie "Invasion USA" were filmed here. The "entry" crash of the Chevy pickup into the 
mall was shot at the mall's main entrance. The scenes inside the mall with the Nissan pickup were inside 
the mall nearest the Davison's end. The escalator scene was inside the old Sears building, and the "exit" 
crash through the window was on the western side of Sears on the first level (the movie then cut to an 
exterior scene of a mall in South Florida). 

 
After the filming, Columbia Mall was renovated and renamed "Avondale Mall" in an effort to reverse 
years of decline. The mall was expanded into both floors of the former Sears store, which were 
subdivided into smaller tenant spaces. At one time, the lower level of the old Sears building housed a 
new, smaller Sears Outlet Store, which became a Goody's for some time. The mall also featured a 
McCrory's. 

 
Later years 

The decline at the mall began in the 1970s and 1980s. When the two anchor stores left in 1984 and 1995, 
the mall was unable to attract replacements. Management tried in 1995 to increase foot traffic. After 
Davison's/Macy's left the mall, that anchor building's upper floor was converted to a 16 screen movie 
theater, while the lower floor remained vacant except for a newly built stairwell leading from the lower 
level mall to the upper level theaters. This addition to the mall may have helped keep them up and 
running for another 6 years, but the mall was closed at the end of 2001. 
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Demolition 

Demolition of the mall began in February 2007. The last two walls of the old Sears came down on 
March 21, 2007_llJllJl3l The former mall was replaced with a Wal-Mart Supercenter, as well as space for 
condominiums and commercial outlets. This plan met with strong resistance from residents of nearby 
Avondale Estates. However, the Wal-Mart opened in March 2008. 

 
Cemetery 

The Avondale Mall site is unique in that it has a small family cemetery in its parking lot. The graves 
belong to the ancestors of the original property holders, and the mall was built on the condition that the 
graves would not be disturbed. The cemetery is surrounded by granite walls, square in shape and 
inward-sloping, with an iron fence at the top. The headstones and grave sites are at the top of the 
structure, as this is the original grade level of the property; the construction of the mall removed 
approximately 12 feet of elevation_[4l This site remained undisturbed during the construction of the Wal- 
Mart. 

 
James M Crowley moved to Decatur, Dekalb Co., Georgia in about 1822 -1823, which is now a 
southeastern suburb of Atlanta. He owned about 500 acres. The Atlanta area was Creek Indian Territory 
until the Indians ceded the land to our government in 1822. 

 
They put their cemetery on a hill overlooking their land about 100 yards north of their house and put a 
barbed wire fence around it. When James died in 1829 he was one of the first ones buried there. 

 
Allen Crowley owned the land from 1829 to Nov 1846, when he moved his family by wagon train to 
Northern Mississippi. It is believed that Seaborn Crowley family owned the land from 1846 to 1896 
when it was purchased by the Hill Family (also Crowley relatives). In about 1960 the Hills sold part of 
the land and leased the other part so that the Avondale Mall could be built. The mall is near the 
intersection of Memorial Drive and Columbia Road. The Mall was completed in 1961, The builder 
agreed to build a mausoleum around the cemetery, which is now in the parking lot. 

 
The mausoleum is built of granite stones and is about 60ft long and wide and is about 25 ft high. A huge 
amount of dirt and trees had to be removed from the hill where the cemetery was in order to make the 
parking lot and to build the mausoleum. The graves are on top of the mausoleum. 

 
There are seven adults and four children that lay in unmarked box tombs: 

These first two are the only ones that have inscriptions 

Delaney Crowley Cross, the wife of Zachariah D. Cross, born 1808 died April 17, 1892. Age 82 years. 

Zachariah D. Cross Aug 15, 1815-Nov. 18, 1891. 

Benjamin C Crowley Aug. 03, 1812-Jan.03, 1869 
 

James M Crowley born 1777 died Feb 9, 1828. Came to Dekalb County from Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia. 
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Dorcas Smith Crowley, no inscribed marker. Died about 1851 or 1852. Wife of James M. Crowley, Sr. 

James Crowley, Jr. Died when a young man. 

Mary J. Tuggle Crowley July 12, 1823-Sept.14, 1863, wife of Benjamin C Crowley. 
 

John Hawkins, no inscribed marker. Father of John M. Hawkins. This was recorded Dec. 11, 1931. 
(note; he was friend of the family) 

 

There were 40 or 50 slave graves buried surrounding the cemetery, but when the mall was built they 
  made no effort to save these graves.  
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Crowley Mausoleum 
Decatur, Georgia 
Developers built a Walmart around one 
family's plot and constructed a mausoleum in 
the parking lot. 

 
 
 
 

FOR OVER A CENTU RY, TH E Crowley family owned the 
Decatur, Georgia plot that is now home to 
the Memorial Drive Walmart. But as modernity 
and low, low prices ate away at their land, they 
never gave up on the family plot now inhabiting a 
strange mausoleum in the back of the parking lot, 
still holding the bodies in their original spots, 
now 12 feet off the ground. 

 
In the 1820s James M. Crowley bought up 500 
acres in what is now Decatur, Georgia to create a 
familial estate. He passed away only a few years 
after settling the land, and his holdings began 
being passed down family lines. James was buried 
atop a hill on the property, starting a family 
cemetery that would go on to hold generations of 
Crowleys and their relatives. 
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As time passed, the Crowley estate was slowly 
parceled off with the remaining portion remaining 
in the possession of a family relation or 
descendant of James Crowley. Finally in the 1960s 
a huge portion of the land was sold to make way 
for the new Avondale Mall. The only problem was 
that this included the hilltop family plot. However 
the builders agreed to leave the graves untouched 
and the mall construction got underway. As the 
ground was flattened to a straight grade to make 
room for a parking lot, the construction ended up 
shaving down around 12 feet of land, leaving the 
bodies at the top of the hill high and dry. 
However, good as their word, the developers 
constructed the Crowley Mausoleum which 
surrounded the burial site, essentially leaving the 
bodies interred on the roof. The building holds 13 
graves on its flagstone-covered roof. Eleven of 
them are buried in unmarked stone box graves 
and two of them have headstones. From the 
ground, the mausoleum shows little indication of 
its true nature. 

 
The Avondale Mall is now long since defunct, 
replaced by a sprawling Walmart, but the 
unassuming stone building hidden away at the 
back of the parking lot still stands, proving the 
often ironically surprising immobility of the 
dead. The roof is not accessible and though you 
can walk up to the structure from behind an 
adjoining auto parts store, the entrance to the 
mausoleum is chained and padlocked. 

 

Know Before You Go 
Enter the Walmart parking lot from Memorial Drive; 
the mausoleum will be immediately to the right. 

8/23/21, 8:37 PM 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   
CEMETERIES SHOPS GR AVE YARDS 
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(Author’s Note: Since I wrote this post in 2015, I have been contacted by several Crowley descendants and 
others wanting to know how they can get involved in cleaning up the mausoleum. A wonderful fellow named 
Brenton Head has spearheaded several clean up days in recent years and the mausoleum is now getting regular 
attention. You can find Brenton on Facebook if you’re interested in helping out.) 

 
I’m going to talk about a place I get asked about from time to time. The Crowley Mausoleum has a 
storied past but it currently sits forgotten. How it got that way is quite a tale. Most of what I was able 
to find out about it was from an account from Forest Crowley, a descendant. 

 
James Crowley was born in 1772 in Pittsylvania County, Va. His parents, Benjamin and Sarah, 
brought the family to Oglethorpe County, Ga. in 1785. Benjamin died in 1817. In 1822, James received 
about 500 acres in Decatur from a land lottery and farmed it until his death in 1828. He later owned 
additional farms and did well financially, owning a number of slaves. 

 
The family put their cemetery on a hill overlooking their land. When James died, he was buried there 
as was his wife, Dorcas, in 1852. 

 
Son Allen Crowley owned the land from 1829 to 1846, when he moved his family by wagon train to 
Northern Mississippi. Younger brother Seaborn Crowley and his family took it over from 1846 to 1896 
when it was purchased by the Hill Family (also Crowley relatives). 
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I found this 1997 picture of the Crowley Mausoleum when it was in the Avondale Mall parking lot. 
Many people have told me they remember it well when they lived in that area. The graves were 

accessed by going up a stairway to the top. Photo by Lois Mauk 
 
According to Forest Crowley, the cemetery was originally in the middle of the pasture on the farm 
surrounded by a barbed wire fence. For a number of years in the 1950s, this fence fell into disrepair 
and livestock were able to enter and leave the cemetery. 

 
In 1960, the Hills sold part of the land and leased the other part so that the Columbia Mall could be 
built. Completed in 1963, the mall was near the intersection of Memorial Drive and Columbia Road. 
The builder agreed to build a mausoleum around the cemetery, which was in the parking lot. The 
builder had to dig down about 20 to 25 feet on all sides of the cemetery and then build the building 
around the cemetery. 

 
There were 40 or 50 slave graves buried surrounding the cemetery. Sadly, no effort was made to save 
those graves and they were built over. Currently, the 11 graves (nine of them of the box variety) at the 
top of the mausoleum are members of the Crowley, Cross and Hawkins families. Seven are adults and 
four are children. 
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These pictures appear to have been taken after Avondale Mall had closed around 2000. I believe they 
originally had markers on top of them but those were later vandalized. 

 
The name changed to Avondale Mall at some point. People visiting the mall often joked that the 
Mausoleum was the “Tomb of the Unknown Shoppers”. A 1994 newspaper article quoted someone as 
saying “When I die, bury me at the mall. That way I know you’ll come to see me every day.” 

 
Many people I’ve talked to remember navigating around the mausoleum when going to the mall to 
shop. One even told me he remembered as a teen learning how to drive in that parking lot and nearly 
hitting it. 

 
A bronze plaque explained the history of the site. I’m not sure where the part about the land grant 
being from the king of England came from. It contradicts everything else I’ve read. The plaque was 
later pried off the mausoleum and has vanished. 
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This plaque has since been pried from the mausoleum and stolen. I can’t attest to it’s truthfulness as 
the research I’ve done says nothing about a land grand from the king of England. Photo by Lois 

Mauk. 
 
The area around the mall changed in the late 70s and 80s as white flight hit and some of the mall’s 
stores began to close. When Macy’s closed their clearance store there in 1995, the writing was on the 
wall. In 2001, it finally closed and sat empty until Walmart purchased the land and demolished the 
mall. After some community protests, construction for a Supercenter began and it opened in 2008. 

 
According to Forest Crowley, there’ve been a number of break-ins at the Mausoleum over the last 
several years and some of the headstones on top of the box tombs were broken and thrown to the 
parking lot, then thrown away. Other headstones were stolen. 

 
Due to the reconfiguration of the parking lot, the Crowley Mausoleum is now mostly hidden by trees 
and is behind a Napa Auto Parts store. You can’t see it from the parking lot but if you know where to 
look, you can glimpse it as you’re driving past the Napa on Memorial Drive. 
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This is an aerial view of the Crowley Mausoleum, courtesy of http://www.roadsideresort.com. 
 
I knew about the Crowley Mausoleum for a while but hadn’t stopped to get a good look at it. To be 
honest, that stretch of Memorial Drive is rather sketchy and I wasn’t keen on poking around on my 
own. It wasn’t until January of this year, when I had my friend and fellow cemetery hopper Jennifer 
with me, that I got an up close look at it. 

 
Unfortunately, being hidden from sight hasn’t done it any favors. 

http://www.roadsideresort.com/
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This is what the front of the Crowley Mausoleum looks like today. The door is chained and locked. 
Trash and debris litter the area. 

 
The mausoleum is about 20 feet high and unless you’ve got a ladder (or as I joked with Jennifer, a 
cherry picker), you can’t see the top of it or the graves. It looks like someone’s spray painted the area 
to the right of the door. 
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The walls of the mausoleum are about 20 feet high and unless you have a ladder, you can’t see the 
top. I don’t advise trying that. 

 
I did take a look up the stairs to try to get a glimpse of the view. 
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Here’s the view from the stairwell. A pile of leaves and other trash sit at the foot of it. 
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DEKALB COUNTY 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ZONING AGENDA/ MINUTES 

MEETING DATE: May 27, 2014 

[ ITEM NO. N. 8 
 

 
SUBJECT: Rezone - Z-14-19 l43 - Theo Stone for GA Decatur Memorial, L.L.C. 

COMMISSION DISTRICTS: 3 & 7 

IDEPARTMENT: Planning & Sustainability (  PUBLIC HEARING:  YES · NO  
 

 

PETITION NO: Z-14-19143 
PROPOSED USE: Drive-through restaurant 
LOCATION: 3644 Memorial Drive, Decatur 
PARCEL No.: 15-217-04-024 
PURPOSE: Rezone property from OCR (Office-Commercial-Residential)toC-1 (Local Commercial) lo develop a 3,808 
square foot Bojangle's drive-through restaurant. The property is located on the northwest side of'Memorial Drive, 
approximately 1,045 feet from the northeast comer of Memorial Drive and Columbia Drive, at 3644 Memorial Drive, 
Decatur. The property has approximately 278 feet of frontage on Memorial Drive and c_ontains l.44 acres. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL: APPROVAL WITH A CONDITION 
PLANNING COMMISSION: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 
PLANNING STAFF: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS. 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: On May 6, 2014. T. Phillips moved and V. Moore seconded for 
approval as recommended and conditioned by staff, with an amendment to the effect that operating hours shall begin 
at 5:30 A.M., not P.M. 
PLANNING STAFF ANALYSIS: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS. Rezoning of the subject property from 
OCR (Office-Commercial-Residential) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a drive-through restaurant is suitable at the 
subject location. Use of the property for a restaurant is consistent with the use of commercial properties in the 
surroundIng area. If approved with conditions for buffering, screening. and controls on sound and light as 
recommended, the proposed drive-through restaurant is not expected to create adverse effects on adjoining and nearby 
properties. The proposal is consistent with the following strategy of the 2005-2025 Comprehensive Plan for Town 
Centers: 11Promote new development and redevelopment at or near activity centers as a means of reducing vehicle 
mUes traveled." (TCCASl9). The applicant has agreed to strectscaping, a pedestrian crossing In the curb cut, and 
screening of parking on the front of the site, which will help make the proposal more consistent with the pedestrian- 
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ACTION;  2014-05-27 Item N8 Bgjapgles Z 1419143 

Items N.8 and N.9 were hea d together. 

MOTION was made by Larry Johnson, seconded by Stan Watson and passed 4-()..()..2 to approve_ 
with steffs conditions N.8 Z-14-19143, Rezoning Application of Theo Stone for OA Decatur 
Memorial, LLC. Commissioners Gannon and Rader were absent and not voting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

411 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRBSroll'(w()FFICER -·- 
DBKALB COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

CLERK, 
DEKALB COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 
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· Kyle Sharpe, 4320 Suwanee Da Road, Suwanee, 0a. 30024, spoke in support. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

 

FOR: Elaine Boyer, Larry Johnson, Sharon Bames Sutton, Stan Watson 
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oriented policies and strategies of the Town Center Character Area. Therefore, the Department of Planning and 
Sustainability recommends, 0Approval" with conditions. · 

 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL VOTE/RECOMMENDATION: Approval, 7-0-0, with the following condition: The 
hours of operation shall be 5:00 AM to 12:00 AM, Monday through Sunday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

··•'- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

..,. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pc:tition Number; 14-19143 
Board of Commissioners: 5/27/14 

 
MLF 



 

5/16/14 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
Z-14•19143 

 
1. The proposed restaurant shall not exceed 3,800 square feet oftloor area and shall be Jimited to one story. 

2. The restaurant sha11 operate between the hours ofS:00 PM and 12:00 AM, all days of the week. 
3. The curb cut on Memorial Drive shall be designed to enhance pedestrian crossing safety, as follows: a 

pedestrian refuge is]end shall be provided at the middle of the curb cut and a pedestrian crossing strip shall be 
provided to link the sidewalks on either side of the curb cut on Memorial Drive, subject to approval by the 
DeKalb County Department of Public Works and GDOT. The pedestrian crossing strip shall be differentiated 
from the pavement of the street and curb cut with a contrasting pavement material or texture, or a contrasting 
color. 

4. lnterparcel access shall be provided to the property via the existing access driveway from 3624 Memorial 
Drive. 

5. The developer shall replace the existing wood fence located next to the northeast property line, at the rear of 
the adjoining rcsidentia] properties, with a new solid wooden fence at least as high as the existing fence or 
with a minimum height of six feet, if the existing fence is less than six feet high. The finished side ?f the 
fence shall face the residential properties. 

6. Landscaping of the restaurant site shall be as follows. All landscaping shall be subject to approval by the 
County Arborist. 

 
a. The landscape strip above the existing retaining wall shall be planted with ground cover and with 

street trees at a minimum spacing of 40 feet on center. Shrubs that have a maximum height nt 
maturity of four feet shall be planted in the landscape strip lo screen the parking spaces and detention 
pond that are proposed to be located at the front of the site. Remaining open space areas in the front 
yard setback shall be landscaped at a minimum with shrubs, flowers, or ground cover. 

b. All areas that are not necessary for parking, vehicular or pedestrian circulation, or the proposed 
building shall be landscaped with plant materia1s, including trees that will provide shade for adjoining 
parking areas, in accordance with Section 27•753 of the DeKalb County Code (Landscaping _ ... 
Requirements for Parking Lots). · •· · 

 
c. At least four landscape bump-outs shall be located on the edges of the parking areas, consistent with 

those shown on the site plan titled, "Proposed Bojangle's" by LeCraw Engineering, dated 3/19/14 and 
stamped as received by the Department of Planning and Sustainability on March 20, 2014. Said 
landscape bump-outs shall be planted with trees in accordance with Section 27-753 of the DeKalb 
County Code. · 

 
7. One monument-style freestanding sign shall be permitted, a·ta maximum height of eight (8) feet. The sign 

sha!J have no more than two sign face.s, which shell each be a maximum size of SO square feet. The sign 
shall not incorporate flashing lights, highly reflective materials. moveable graphics, changing images, or 
changeable copy. The sign shall not be internally lighted. 

 
8. The architectural design of the proposed restaurant sha11 be substantially similar to that which is depicted on 

the elevations titled. "Bojang]e's Restaurant Plan 8" by ESD Architecture & Interior Design, dated 3/12/13 
and stamped as received by the Department of Planning & Sustainability on March 6, 2014, except that 
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primary exterior wall materials of the proposed building shall be brick masonry and hard coat stucco. EIFS 
shall be used on up to 40% of the total surface of each fa ade. 

9. Lighting of the exterior of the building and of the parking lot shall be designed in a manner that directs light 
downwards to minimize light spillage on adjoining residential properties. 

10. The speaker box for the restaurant shall face away from the adjoining residential properties to the northeast. The 
speaker box shall have the following features: a) full internal insulation to dampen sound, b) integrated camera 
system and order confirmation screens, c) technology to measure background noise and adjust the level of the 
speaker to no more than 1SdBA above background noise. 

11. Dumpsters shell be screened so that they arc not visible from parking or pedestrian areas, and shall be enclosed 
with brick or a material colored in earth tones. ··• 

12. The approval of this SLUP application by the Board of Commissioners has no bearing on the requirements for 
other regulatory approvals under the authority of the Historic Preservation Commission, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, or other entity. 
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SUBJECT: Special Land Use Pennit-- SLUP-14-19144-Theo Stone for GA Decatur Memorial, L.L.C. 

 
COMMISSION DISTRICTS:  3 & 7 

I DEPARTMENT: Planning & SustainabJJlty I PUBLIC HEARING: YES  NO 
 

 

PETITION NO: SLUP-14-19144 
PROPOSED USE: Drive-through restaurant 
LOCATION: 3644 Memorial Drive, Decatur . 
PARCEL No.: IS-217-04-024 

PURPOSE: A Special Land Use Permit for a 3,808 square foot Bojangle's drive-through restaurant. The property is located on 
the northwest side of Memorial Drive, approximately 1,045 feet from the northeast corner of Memorial Drive and Columbia 
Drive, at 3644 Memorial Drive. Decatur. The property has approximately 278 feet of frontage on Memorial Drive and contains 
1.44 acres. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL: APPROVAL WITH A CONDITION 
PLANNING COMMISSION: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 
PLANNING STAFF: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 

.., .... ,..,.t·' 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: On May 6, 2014, T. Phillips moved and V. Moore seconded for approval as 
recommended and conditioned by staff, with en amendment to the effect that operating hours shall begin al 5:30 A.M., not 
P.M. 
PLANNING STAFF ANALYSIS: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS. Rezoning of the subject property from OCR 
(Office-Commercial-Residential) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a drive-through restaurant is suitable at the subject 

· 1ocatfon. Use of the property for a restaurant is consistent with the use of commercial properties in the surrounding area. If 
approved with conditions for buffering, screening; and controls on sound and light as recommended, the proposed drive- 
through restaurant is not expected to create adverse effects on adjoining and nearby properties. The proposal is consistent 
with the following strategy of the 2005-2025 Comprehensive Plan for Town Centers: "Promote new development and. 
redevelopment at or near activity centers as a means of reducing vehicle miles traveled." (TCCAS19). The applicant has 
agreed to streetscaping. a pedestrian crossing in the curb cut. and screening of parking on the front of the site, which will 
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N.8 RDd N.9 were heard together. 
 

MOTION was made by Larry Johnson1 seconded by Stan Watson and passed 4-0-0-2 to approve 
"with staffs conditions N.9 SLUP-14-19144, Special Lane Use Pennit Application of Theo Stone 
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help make the proposal more consistent with the pedestrian-oriented poli_cies and strategies of the Town Center Character 
Area. Therefore, the Department of Planning and Sustainability recommends, "Approval" with conditions. 

 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL VOTE/RECOMMENDATION: Approval, 7·0-0, with the following condition: The 
hours of operation shall be 5:00 AM to 12:00 AM, Monday through Sunday. 
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RECOMMENDED CONDJTIONS 

SLUP-14-19144 
 
 

1. The Special Land Use Permit shall be issued to Bojangle's Restaurants, Inc. for operation of a drive-through 
restaurant. and shall be transferrable in accordance with Section 27-877 of the DeKalb County Code. 

2. The proposed restaurant shall not exceed 3,800 square feet of floor area and shall be limited to one story. 
3. The restaurant shall operate between the hours ofS:00 PM and 12:00 AM, all days of the week. 

4. The curb cut on Memorial Drive shall be designed to enhance pedestrian crossing safety, as follows: a pedestrian 
refuge island shall be provided at the middle of the curb cut and a pedestrian crossing strip shall be provided to link 
the sidewalks on either side of the curb cut on Memorial Drive, subject to approval by the DeKalb County 
Department of Public Works and GDOT. The pedestrian crossing strip shall be differentiated from the pavement ..... 
of the street and curb cut with a contrasting pavement material or texture, or a contrasting color. 

5. Interparcel access shall be provided to the property via the existing access driveway from 3624 Memorial Drive. 
6. The developer shall replace the existing wood fence located next to the northeast property line, at the rear of the 

adjoining residential properties, with a new solid wooden fence at least as high as the existing fence or with a 
minimum height of six feet, if the existing fence js less than six feet high, The finished side of the fence shall face 
the residential properties. 

7. Landscaping of the restaurant site shall be as follows. All landscaping shall be subject to approval by the County 
Arborist 

 
a. The landscape strip above the existing retaining wall shall be planted with ground cover and with street 

trees at a minimum spacing of 40 feet on center. Shrubs that have a maximum height at maturity of four 
feet shall be planted in the landscape strip to screen the parking spaces and detention pond that are 
proposed to be located at the front of the site. Remaining open space areas in the front yard setback shall 
be landscaped at a minimum with shrubs, flowers, or ground cover. 

b. All areas that are not necessary for parking. vehicular or pedestrian circulation, or the proposed building 
shall be landscaped with plant materials, including trees that will provide shade for adjoining parking 
areas, in accordance with Section 27-753 of the DeKalb County Code (Landscaping Requirements for 
Parking Lots). 

 

c. At least four landscape bump-outs shall be located on the edges of the parking areas, consistent with those 
shown on the site plan titled, "Proposed Bojengle's" by LcCraw Engineering. dated 3/19/14 and stiunped 
as received by the Department of Planning end Sustainability on March 20, 20I 4. Said landscape bump- 
outs shall be planted with trees in accordance with Section 27-753 of the DeKalb County Code. 

8. One monument-style freestanding sign shall be permitted, at a maximum height of eight (8) feeL The sign shtltt··· 
have no more than two sign faces, which shall each be a maximum size of 50 square feet. The sign shall not 
incorporate flashing lights, highly reflective materials, moveable graphics, changing Images, or changeabl7 copy. 
The sign shall not be internally lighted. ., 

9. The architectural design of the proposed restaurant shall be substantially similar to that which is depicted on the 
elevations titled, "Bojangle's Restaurant Plan 8" by ESD Architecture & Interior Design, dated 3/12/13 and 
stamped as received by the Department of Planning & Sustainability on March 6, 2014, except that primary 
exterior wall materials of the proposed building shall be brick masonry and hard coat stucco. EIFS shall be used 
on up to 40% of the total surface of each f de. 
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10. Lighting of the _exterior of the building and of the parking lot shall be designed in a manner that directs light 
downwards to minimize light spillage on adjoining residential properties. 

 
11. The speaker box for the restaurant shall face away from the adjoining residential properties to the northeast. The 

speaker box shall have the following features: a) full internal Insulation to dampen sound, b} integrated camera 
system and order confinnation screens, c) technology to measure background noise and adjust the level of the 
speaker to no more than I5dBA above background noise, 

 
12. Dumpsters shall be screened so that they are not visible from parking or pedestrian areas, and shatl be enclosed 

with brick or a material colored In earth tone.,. 
 

13. The approval of this SLUP application by the Board of Commissioners has no bearing on the requirements for 
other regulatory approvals under the authority of the Historic Preservation Commission, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, or other entity, 

""1'f., 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Landlord and Tenant have execuled this Lease under seal as of the day 
and year first above written. 

 

TENANT: 
 

YELLOWSTONE LANDSCAPE- SOUTHEAST, LLC, 
a Delaware limited liability company 

 
By: µ. . t.-P 

 
 

(SEAL) 
Print Name:  mmgtO pS 
Print Title: Branch Manager 

 
 
 
 

LANQLORD: 

OEP ROSEMONT, LLC, a Virginia limited liability company 

By: Orlando Equity Partners, LLC, a Georgia limited liability 
company, its Member-Manager 

 
By:  Tall Pine Properties, LLC, a Georgia limited liability 

company, Manager 

By:  (.SEAL) 
John H. Irby, Managing Member 
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Dud Book 16 97 P.1 2S? 
 

EXHIBIT "C" 
DESCRIPTION 

 
OUTLOTl 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL ofland lying and being in Land Lot 217 of the 15th Land 
District. DeKalb County, Georgia and being more particularly described as follows: 

To find the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING commence 11l an iron pin set at the intersection of 
the northc:lSlerly right of wuy of Colwnbia Drive () 00 foot right or way) and the southeasterly 
right of way of Clarendon Drive (1OD foot right of way); thence D1ong the southeasterly right of 
way of said Clarendon Drive. thCDCc, Nonh 42 degrees 16 miautc.s 08 seconds East for a distance 
of4S5.81 feet to 113/4" rcbarfound in concrete; !hence., North38 degrees 55 minutes 13 seconds 
East for a distance of 129.76 feet to a 1/2" rcbar found in base of concn:11: monument; thence, 
North 27 degrees 40 minuLcs 45 seconds East for a disof 25I.BS feet to a ..PK." nail found; 
thence, North 22 degrees 40 minutes 03 seconds East for a distance of 44.79 feet to 11 "PK" nnil 
set in CUlb; thence leaving said right of way, Soulh 72 degrees 06 minutes 20 seconds Em for a 
distance of 99038 feel lo a 3/S- open top pipe fouod; thence, South 72 degrees 06 minutes 51 
seconds Eu.st for D distance of S2.49 feel to an iron pin set, said iron pin being the TRUE POINT 
OF BEGINNING: 

 
THENCE, South 72 degrees 06 minulcs SI seconds Eosl fora distance of362.32 feel lo a 1/2" 
rcbar found on the northwesterly JOO fool right of way ufMemorial Drive/ S.R. 154; thence 
nlon2 said norlhwcstcdy right of way or said Memorial Drive, South 46 degrees 46 miaule.S 01 
seconds West for a dislance of 188.73 feet to on iron 11in set; thence, Soulh 49 degrees 40 
minutes 26 seconds West for 11 distance of 58.31 feet 10 nn iron pin set; thence, South 49 degrees 
40 minutes 25 seconds West for a distnnce of 35.00 feet to e. 1/2" rcbar found: lhcrn:e leaving 
said rialtl of way, North 40 degrees 20 minutes 54 seconds West for a distance or206.28 feet lo n 
"PK" nail found; thence. North 73 degrees 01 minules 41 seconds West for a distance of 49.19 
feet to a 1/2" rcbar found; thence. North 1B degrees 57 minulcs 22 seconds East for a distance of 
136.79 feel to an iron pin Kl.snid iron pin being the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 
Snld property contains 1.32 ncres or 57,507 square foci as shown on ALTNACSM Survey 
entitled "Eric S. Zorn, as Tmstee of Wal-Marl Real F.slate Business Trust, Fourth Quarter 
Properties xxn, LLC, lllld Chicago 1iUe Insurance Company", prepared by Wolverton & 
Associates Incorporated, bcnring the scnl ond certification of Lewis M, Brown. Jr., Ocorda 
Registered Land Surveyor Number 2283, Job No. 01-204, ,fated Augusl 41 2004, and last revised 
September_, 2004. 
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40071.4556 (I) 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 

DISCLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION 

Carle Harrl111n BuJldl111 
330 W. Ponte de Lron Awe 

Oecatur, CA 30030 

In accordance with the Conflict of Interest In Zoning Act, OCGA Chapter 36-67A, the following 
questions must be answered. 

 
Have you, the applicant, made $250.00 or more In campaign contribution to a local government official 
within two years Immediately preceding the filling of this application? 

 
Yes. No X • 

 
If the answer is yes, you must file a disclosure report with the governing authority of DeKalb County 
showing: 

 
1. The name and official position of the local government official to whom the campaign 

contribution was made. 
 

2. The dollar amount and description of each campaign contribution made during the two 
years Immediately preceding the filing of this application and the date of each such 
contribution. 

 
The disclosure must be flied within 10 days after the application Is first flied and must be submitted to 
the C.E.D. and to the Board of Commissioners of DeKalb County, 1300 Commerce Drive, Decatur, GA 
30030. 

 
 
 

21 
 
 

Check one: Owner Agent ! 
-••• N JlJG_,,, 

.,, V-" •••r •• 

, .,; ./°-'.O-T·A- I,\. .. ."_' 
 _',. \ti\ llB\..:,j;.. ; 
Explrat(  alJ " -· _ 
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•NotarizatioH''t! ,a!?ied If theresponse Is nNo" 
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-- CAL IBER 
CAPITAL 

 
Notice of Special Land Use Permit 

Application Community Meeting 

 
To: [owner name] 

 
 

We are planning to apply for a Dekalb County Special Land Use Permit to 

construct and automated Car Wash at 3644 Memorial Drive, Decatur, Georgia 

30032. Find out more about the project, ask questions, and voice your opinion at 

the following community meeting: 

Date: October 18, 2021 
 
 

Time: 6:00 - 6:30 
 
 

Virtual Location: 
 
 

If you have any questions about the meeting, please call 404-353-7387 or e-mail 
dbrown@caliber-capital.com. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Sincerely, 

Dan Brown 

mailto:dbrown@caliber-capital.com
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 Harold Buckley 
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc 

 
Subj.ct 

 
Harold Buckley 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 7:16 PM 
Victoria Anglin 
KENNETH POWELL; Atwaters. 1.JShun; Din Brown; dyork@calibt!r-capltalcom: Robert 
Johnson • cvtlogistix 
RE: Wayne Powell 

 
Hi guys, 

 
I'm reaching out to you bttause we have set up a Zoom meeting for our fmmedlately abutting neighbors. The 
lmmediate nel11hbor meeting is scheduhtd ror Wednesday or nen week (October 131•) at 6 pm, with our mandatory 
community meeting t1kin1 place on the following Monday (October 1B.. > at 6 pm. 

We win seod you Zoom credentials for both meeuncs tomorrow. 

11,rold Butl.k:y, Jr., AlCr 
P1111ncr 
WILSON IIROCt- & IRDY, L.LC 
o crlool. I, Sui1c 700 
:?11-19 l'KCS fCR)' R<kld 
Allanln, o..q,_ 30]39 
mt1U to   ltlndi')•ii1,bilqdl""" 

 
Tel 7711-8Dl•l707 (D tl) 

411,1.153.5050(M•in) 
l'a.  411,1-85]-1812 

 
From: Harold Buckley 
Sent: Wednesday, 5eptember 29, 202110:os AM 
To: Victoria AngUn cvanglln@angllngroup.com> 
Cc: KENNETH POWELL <pdk-powell@comcast.net>; Atwaters, Whun <latwatersl!!)dekalbcountyaa.aoV>; Dan Brown 
<dbrown@caliber•Cilpllal.com>; dyork@callber-capital.com; Robert Johnson• cilllloglstix<robert@lch1H0gisthc.com> 
Subject: RE: Wayne Powell 

 
Thank you so much for checklns on this for us. At this point, I think our only reasonable option Is to mall Invitations for a 
separate, smalier meeUna to those abutttng property owners. We wlll keep you guys updated and Included In e11erv 
step as we move forw.1rd. 

 
Hemld Bud.Icy, Jr,, AICP 
l'ulncr 
WILSON BROCK &: IRBY, LLC. 
01wloat I.Suice 700 
2849 l'KCS FCR) Row 
Allanta, Cicorgla 30339 
mall 10 lrhuclfcr,,"bl(croi mm 
Tel: TID-BOl-3707 IDiml) 

41M-1$3·5050 (Main) 
Fu: 40-I-ISl-1112 

 

From: Victoria An1fin > 
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 20212;27 AM 
To: Harold Buckley <hbyckfey@lwbllegal.com> 

mailto:cvanglln@angllngroup.com
mailto:pdk-powell@comcast.net
mailto:robert@lch1H0gisthc.com
mailto:hbyckfey@lwbllegal.com


 

rcn} 

Cc: KENNETH POWELL <i!!lb!!lYJ !!U?WLJlltl>; Atwaters, LaShun <latwaters@dekalbcounty■uoy:,,; Dan Brown 
<dbrownl!!lcallber-capltal.com>:dyprk@lcaUber-gpltal.com: Robert Johnson· civlloglstl• qgbe(tpcM:to■IJ1l•cCC>K'Q 
Subject: Re: Wayoe Powell 

 
Hello Harold, 

 
Unfonunately none of the 4 people 1contacted know any of the property owners. 

 
Victoria Anglln 

 
 

OnSep 28, 2021, at 2:28 PM, Harold Buckley <hbuckley(lllwbllegatcom> WfOte-.: 
 

HI Wayne and VictOrlil, 
 

I'm reaching out because we are working to finalize our community outreach mN!tlngs, We intend to 
host our l11"B1tr community meetlng on October 18' at 6 pm, with a smaller meetin1 with the 
Immediately abutting nelghbocs during the week of October 11". 

 
Were you able to get ;my contact Information on the abuttlns neighbors from your Avondale Estates 
contacts7 If not, we'll rely on wriltrn Invitations that we would mail to the property owners of record. 

 
IIIIOld 13uc11ey. Jr, I\ICP 
r11r1ncr 
WILSON BROCK & IRBY, L.L.C. 
OvcrlooL 1, Suite 7()1) 
ll49 l'accl Road 
Atlaata, Cini,i:ia l0Jl9 
maU la btm:Ma•«wbflmr' npn  

Tel.  no-lOl-3707 IDita:11 
40,4.a,3.5050 (MIiin) 

l'ax: 4D-l-l5J.1112 
 

From: Harold Bucltley <hbuckley@>whllegal.com> 
Sent: Saturday, September 18, 202111:48 PM 
To: Victoria Anglin <vj1n■l1n@antllngrovp.com> 
Cc: KENNETH POWELL <pdk·QOWCfltllcpmqst.QCt>; Atwaters, LaShun <latwatersflDdekalbcounlWa,aoy>; 
Dan Brown <dbrown@lcallber-capltal.com>: dyork@calf ber-capitatcom 
Subject: Re: Wayne Pawell 

 
Angers crossed. But It Wis worth ii try even ff we strike out. 

On Sep 18, 2021 2:07 PM, Victoria Anelln CVinRIIDfD■ndngrouo.cpm>wrote: 
Hello Mr. Buckley, 

 
Unfortunately, 3 of the 4 of my Avondale contacts do not know the 
neighbors that you have sent to us. I am waiting a response from the the 
4th but my hopes are not as high as they were initially. 

 
Hopefully, the last person might have some connections. 

 
 

2 

mailto:dyprk@lcaUber-gpltal.com
mailto:l1n@antllngrovp.com
mailto:dbrown@lcallber-capltal.com


 

Sincerely, 

Victoria 

on Fri, P 17, 2021 at 5:54 PM Harold Buclcley <hbucldeyjll>wbjfcnl.cpm>wrote: 

HI guys, 

 
 

Please let me thank you again for a wonderful initial conversation this afternoon. Your feedback was as 
enjoyable as it was Informative. I couldn't think of a better way for us to stan the zoning review 
process, and Comm.Johnson did us a great service by pulling us in touch with you. 

 
 

I have confirmed that the county only reqtilres us to send written notices ta property owners wilhin a 
500-foot radius of our property, which{as lllustnited in lhe attached map) Isn't very many people. So, 
we will take you up on your very kind offer to help us get the word oul 10 the approprtate community 
st;ikeholders for our pre-appllcatron community meeting. To that point, lhe three homes thlt back up 
to our site and their respective owners are (according to county records): 

 
 

1246 Berlceley Road - Unda Coffee 
 

1252 Berkeley Road - Matthew and Robin Durdln 

125B Berkeley Road - Karen and Steven Jones 

 

We would love It If you could help us Introduce ourselves and start a dialogue with these Avondale 
Estates neighbors In particular, since they ;ire tlM! one who would be potentially mo5t Impacted by our 
development proposal. Ideally, we would Hke to follow Vlctorla's recommended communltv rollout 
where we have a conversallon with our three lmmedi;ile nei1hbors and then follow up with the wider 
group in our community meeting. 

 
 

Also, as promised, I will circle back to you reg;irdlng the current applicabJUty of the lq;icy zonln& 
conditions from SLUPs 5-11-16976 and S-07-12803 ;is soon as I am able to set guidance on that front 
from the planning staff. 

 
 

Once again, thank you very much for a wry en)Oyable kick-off to our OfllOi"I dialogue. We look 
forward to working collabora tlvely with you and our other prospective neighbors as we navrgate the 
zoning review process. 

 
J 



 

Horold HucL!c), Jr., /\JCr 
 

rmn.r 
 

WILSON BROCK & IIU!Y, L,LC. 
 

O,·crlool. I, Sllllc 700 

2849 Pacci Fcny ROlld 

All.mta, Georgia 30)39 

 
 
 
 

Td:  770-ROJ.)7D7 (Otm:11 
 

4Q.1-U].,05(1 (Main) 
 

 
 
 
 

From: KENNETH POWELL <J)dk-poweU@cqmcast.nl!b  
Sent:Wednesday, September 15, 202112:56 PM 
To: Harold BuclcJey <hbucklt!yftwblf111l.cgm>; Victoria Anglln <y10,Ho••D1ltocmup,ccm> 
CC: Atwaters, LaShun datwatenPdtk•Jbcountyga.ggy:>;Dan Brown qfbrpwnfPRIIRlc•capllll,c;om> 
subject: RE: Wayne Powell 

 
 
 

You an! very welcome. See you al 4:00 p. m. on Friday afternoon, Sep!ember 17, 2021. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Powell 

On 09/15/202112::12 PM Harold Buckley <hbyddeyflwbllu■l,com>wrote: 

 
It looks like 4 o'dock will work. I will send around an lnvllallon for that lime. Thanks 
apln for your oulstandlng responsiveness. 

 
!wold lt\Kl;ler, Jr. AICP 

 
r.111ncr 

 
WILSON BROCK A: IRBY, L.L C. 
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O•crlool. I, Suilc 700 
 

2U9 l'aCCJ F"") Rnad 
 

Atl11111, CicettQI 30ll9 
 

 
 
 

Tel: 770.80l•l707 (Oittt1l 
 

40,I-UJ.5D5D Jr-.bin) 
 

 
 
 

From: KENNETH POWELL <pdk•PQWeU@commt.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, Septll!mber 15, 2D2112:27 PM 
To: Victoria Anglin cy191llnf11n1ll0,n;,yp.com> 
cc:Hiirold Buckley <hbyckfs;yflllwb)legal.com>; Atwaters, LaShun 
<fatw;,Jers@dekalbcountwa.goy>; Dan Brown cdbnzwnfPctlbtr•cfDil,lbcom>, 
Subjll!Ct: Re: Waynll! Powell 

 
 
 

That date and time Is good for me as well. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Powell 

On 09/15/202112:20 PM Viclorlii Anglin cwn&flnf111g1Hncrpup,com> 
wrote: 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello all, 
 
 

Thank you for Including me. I can be avaflable on 
Friday between 4 and 6. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

s 

mailto:PQWeU@commt.net
mailto:fatw%3B%2CJers@dekalbcountwa.goy
mailto:fatw%3B%2CJers@dekalbcountwa.goy
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Victoria Anglin 
 
 

On Wed, Sep 15, 2021 It 11:23 AM KENNETH POWEll <asiJI; 
poweU@comcast,ns:t> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Buckley, 

 
 

We understand that with almo5t 111 development 
projects time is of the essence. Consequently, we 
want to auure that vuur project ls not unnll!Cl!ssarlly 
delilyed on our part. 

 
 
 

That\k vuu ror indudln1Ms. Victoria Analln on your 
response. Fortunately, even during this Pandemic, she 
has a Job. It may difficult for her to pilrtlclpate In a 
virtual ellna durfns her office hours. Therefore, we 
win need to determine her ilVilllablllty for your 
proposed times. We will Inform you as quickly as 
possible. 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Wayne Powell, President 

Belvedere Civic Club 

On 09/15/202110:53 AM Hlrold 
Buckley c '1byJklev@wbilHal,com> 
wrote: 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for your swift 
reply, Mr. Powell. Unfortunately, our 
team ader Dan Brown hils ii conflict 
■ t 6 o'clock today. We could do a 
vlrtuill meeting any time tomorrow 
after lunch or Friday afternoon 
between 2 and 6. If either of those 
tlmeframes won ror you and Ms. 
Anglin, we w·n send meellns 



7  

credenllals to both of you 
expeditiously. 

 
 
 

l-brold Bud.lq, Jr., AICr 
 

r11r1ner 
 

WILSON BROCK & IRDY, L.L C. 
 

Ovcrlool. l, Sulk 700 

ll!-19 Pacd Fffl)' RIIGIJ 

Atllllllll. Ocorpa JO}l9 

rr111H ro. &IKtdlf"l!Wbl/cpql.cpm 
 
 

Tel· 770-803-3107 (Oum) 
 

 

 
 
 

From: KENNETH POWELL <Rill!: 
ppwell@comcast.net> 
sent: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
6:01 PM 
To: Harold Buckley 
<hbuddrvPYdtlfcul,cqm>; Atwaters, 
LaShun 
<lftw1WJf!dtk•rtKauntyg.1py, 
Cc:Dan Brown <gbrownf»clllbtc· 
capltaLcom>; Robert Johnson - 
civnogistix <rpbs;QftclYJJo«l1t111,com>: 
Vlctorla Anslln 
<Van1Hol!Ptn111n1roup,com> 
SUbfect: RE: Wayn! Powell 

 
 
 

Ms. AtwatP.rs, thank you and 
Commissioner Johnson for f1cllltaUng 
this meeting. 

 
Good afternoon Mr. Bucklev, 

 
Thank you so much far 111achlng out to 
our community to Inform us or your 

mailto:ppwell@comcast.net


 

vlSlon and proposed development near 
the lnlemctlon or Memortal Df'lve and 
Coh.lmbia Drive. Unless you have an 
objection, I would hke to invite Ms. 
Victoria Anglin, the vice president of 
lhe Belvedere Ovlc Club, to pirticl le 
In this meetlns. Both Ms. Anglin and I 
ilre ava able ■t 6 PM tomorrow 
evening, Wednesdily, September 15, 
2021. 

 
If you haVI! archttectural renderings or 
your propoSill, 11 tent■tlve site plan, or 
other documents that would be useful 
to explain your vision, then I belfeve 
thal a Zoom meeting would be 
appropriate. If you wish to send these 
documents to me before the m11tlng. 
then I would be wllllns to review the 
documents prior to the mee11nI to 
have a beller understandlna of your 
proposal. Please let us know what Is 
convenient for you. 

 
 
 

 
Wavne Powen, President 

Belvedere Civic Club 

 
 

On 09/14/2021 2:04 
PM Harold Buckley 

chbyckfty@wbHml,c 
2!Jl> wrote: 

 
 
 

Thank you very much 
Ms. Atwaters. 

 
Mr. Powell, lam 
working with a client 
who is considering a 
developml!!nt 
opportunity on an 
oulparcel for the 
former COlumblli Mall, 
which Is now a Wal- 

a 



 

Mart ilt Columbia ilnd 
Memorlal drlves. We 
would 11ery much like 
10 share our 11lslon for 
the site ilnd recei11e 
the benent of your 
feedback. Would you 
let me know your 
avaH1bility 011er the 
ne11t few days for a 
telephone call, or even 
a Zoom call. 

 
Thanks again Ms. 

Atwaters for your very 
kind attention to this 
matter. And we look 
forward to meeting 
you Mr.Power. 

 
lhm1! Dud.Icy, Jr, AICI' 

 
l'onner 

 
WILSON DROCK & 
IRDY, L.L.C. 

 
Overloot l, Sui1e 700 

 

 
,\1lan1A, Georgia 30339 

 
matl 

to· btlsl«cxfll•btllt!lf,R 
Ill 

 
 
 

Tel: 7711-IIOJ•l7D7 
(OirmJ 

 

 

 
 
 

From: Atwilters, 
LaShun 

 ilwttmf!dlbjbca 
Urtlyp.goy, 
Sent: Tuudily, 
September 14, 2021 

 

' 



 

2:00PM 
To: Harold Buckley 
<hbucklev@lwblla1f.c 
:.; KENNETH 
POWELL<l!i!k:. 
powsll@comgst,ncS> 
Subjl!Ct: RE: Wayne 
Powell 

 
 

Good Afternoon, 
 

Mr. Bucltley, by way of 
this emall I am 
Introducing you to Mr. 
Wayne Powell based 
oo the potential 
zoning matter for 
Belvedere Park. 

 
Please feel free to 
further exchange 
lnfor tlon for the 
best method or 
contact. 

 
If I can be of further 
service, ph!ase do not 
hesililte to give me a 
call, or respond Illa 
email. 

 
Thanks! 

 
LaShun Atwaters 

 
Program Manager 

 
Office of 
Commissioner Larry 
Johnson 

 
DeKalb Ct>unfy Board 
of Commissioners, 
Dlstrict3 

 
Ph: 404371.2988 

 
Email: 
latwat,aOdelcalbcou 
ptypo19Y 

,o 

mailto:hbucklev@lwblla1f.c


 

 
 
 
 

From: Harold Buckley 
Sent: Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 
1:12 PM 
To: 
bffitldsl@dtl@lbcoun 
!m.:m 
Subject: Wayne Powell 

 
 
 

Good afternoon, 
 
 
 

I'm reaching out 
because I spoke with 
Comm. Johnson 
yestenlay to obtain his 
guidance an a 
potential zoning 
mo1tter. After 
dlscussln11 the matter 
with me, he suggested 
that I should reach out 
ta Wayne Powell at 
Belvedere 
P;ifk. Unfortunately, 
Comm. Johnson did 
not have contact 
informallan 10 share 
because he was 
Involved in an out-af- 
town meetin1when 
wespoke. He 
recommended I reach 
out to his office far 
thill contact 
information. Would 
you please let me 
know a good contact 
number and email 
address for Mr. 
Pawell? 

 
 
 

Thank you very much, 

12 
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Pllrlner 
 

WILSON BROCK & 
IRBY, L.L.C. 

 
O,·nloo I, Sui1c 700 

 

 
Atl4nl11. Ocor.sui JOJl\l 

 
mall 
10: hl!dvflwbfftlr9#.com 

 
 

Tel: 710-I0l-l 707 
(Dlrtt1l 
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CONJ"I DLNTIAL 
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lotl.dllllibllllon 
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 Harold Buckley 
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc 

 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Harold Buddey 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 6:54 PM 
lscolftt12@aol.com, matthewdurdin@gmail.com 
KENNETH POWELL; Victona Anglin. Dan Brown: Robert Johnson • civilog1stix; Atwaters, 
taShun 
Caliber Caiwash Follow-Up lnrormation 
Site Plan • 3644 Memorial Dr.pdf; Dekalb County Sign Regulations.pd( 

 
Good evening everyone, 

 
Thank you so much for a very enjoy.ible meeting I Vour grace and semess contribution of your time Is really appreciated. 
As promised, please find attached a copy or the site plan that we shared with you this evenlna, as well as a copy of the 
sign rqulatlons th.it address your sign questions. The sl1n rqulations are a bit confusing so I hlghlflhted the 
reaulatlons that would apply to our site in yellow. 

 
Also, I wanted to confifm in writing our dedicil lion to takins the followln& stept to ensure lhilt our business operates as 
a good neighbor to you: 

 
1. We w I lnst;ill a 10-fool noise wall adjacent to our common property line; 
2. We will install dense landstaplna ;ilong oor common property llne to screen li&ht and further screen noise; 
3. We will a pt a ioning condition requiflna us to develop the property with the noise dampenl1111 configuration 

thilt we showed you today; 
4. Our Installed lightlna will be oriented downward toward the around to avoid the risk of alare on your property; 

ind 
5. We wiUprovide you with a company contact person whom you wlll be able to contact reaardlng any concerns 

you may have after the business opens. 
 

Again, thank you for ii very pleasant meeting. Please do hot hesitate to let us know If you have ilny queslions that didn't 
come up today. 

 
Best regards, 

 
llarold l!ucLlq•, Jr Aler 
l';innu 
WILSON DROC .t. IRBV. LLC 
Ovctlool. I, Sukc 700 
28-19 r- Fcny Road 
l\lllllla, Geot1:ia J0J39 
n,a/1to 1,J,udl •if.11b1l,i:ol rom 

Td: 770-l0l-J7071Dwtttl 
Q.I-ISl-5050 IMa\n) 

fa.,c 40,I-ISl-llll 
 

 
This Including Dllllthniaits. ff111), ii being -.:nib) ur IN1 behalf 11rML UllllrllC) and Is inltllllcd a lusl,cl)·l'nr Iha 111111, lduill or C:OUI) l\htl 
I\U com:c:11) nmacd 11A lhc 'I0, CC illlll-llfIICC liftN abo\c Thb C0111m1111k.,1lloo conudn IRlbrmallon Iha! Is CONrllll·NTIAL. pl'llhibhl:11 
fronl diK llnd!11rl,:pU)' f1l'DICC1td llllllcr D11Dfflt) u'OII. pn,ciu(L DIIOfflC)..,iknl CG111111U11leu4lon.Jolnl cld'rnse or.,c,tllcr lmltJliml 
privllqe. Ir)ou nrc: no1one: ort11uho,·M1,1mcd rcdplc:ntr. )'DU 1ft 1111 unlntcndctl L"Ct'if1lcnund hmb) IIOliflN lllol )our n:ccii,t ofthb 111C11111 1\111 
lnadvcnrnL 1111d you arc not 10 "'-Id, prin coro,use. dbtribuic ordltscnuNlc It.ls fflQlqC, In 11holc llf In p;II. llf lift) a11ad1c,1 11111fflllllinn 

mailto:lscolftt12@aol.com
mailto:matthewdurdin@gmail.com


 

Y OIi 11ft: funhtt nolilkd WI 30} iJIS4lO>IIR'. QIJI}inii.disuibutioa ar LlLl"II o( illl.)- :ict!OD In n:IIIUll.'1' on lhis llld$:lp, or all.1Chmcnu, "ilhoul lhc 
npn:s, coo.Knl of Wilton UrucL4 lrb}. LI C: is 51ri<tl) unui1i:n1kd Md fodllc!J.:n. AU uninl<nllcd lffipknls. u llacribtll abu,c. ohuuld rrt.lin !heir 
ol\nCIKlll>cl iflhq :,odr:$i b.:lon,Ullin1 an) IIClian tn n. illnccanochlccoupinlOM hadn.Thc:un=thorim oop)lng. use. 
disscminAlion. dwribu1lon llt' lqlfll<JIICll1111 oflhis rn,,sqt,. llx:llld!P1 .anxhmo:nlS. I, pn,hihilal. 

 
lf)OUh:l\cn:c,:hal dlis c:in cm,c-. please immedi.lld ddcl.: lhc: -,c.11tt1chmcmsandt111) h:!.nl drhc:capk$.unJ nollf} :lmdcrb) R'll 
<ffl:lil so llw lbt:cm,r t,,: com:aed. 
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Sec. 21·20. Non•resldentlal1onln1dlstrkt re1ulatlons. 

[1) 111 .ildltlon to 11other appllcllble f11Ul1tlons 1n lhb chlptlf, .ti lots 1h1t 11, located In non,mldfflllal 
dlslrlcts not daveloped 11 • pl1nntd commettlal clftter ire llmhed 10!he ro11ow1n1 sians: 

 

 Gl'Ollnd 
Sliin 

Clnopyor 
W1USliln 

Projtlclln1 
Slan 

Olr1ctlon1t 
Slan 

Enlr1nt11 

,si ..n 
Subdivision 
SIIPI 

Window 

MIXhelihl 20' N/A :ZO-or 
helahtol 
bulldln1 

3'  U' N/A 

MHwkkh 15' 8°"of the 
walor 
t1nopy 
width 

N/A 3' I' 15 N/A 

M.usq.lt. 1&0 3D sq.ft. or 
4 sq, ft. per 
llilcar foal 
of thewllll 
or canopy, 
whkheverls 
1re11er, up 
to a 
ma1lm11m 
of ISO sq. 
ft lor 
bulldtngs 
undl!r 12 
s\orlH ind 
up ta 500 
sq, It for 
bulldfllgl 12 
5lOl•t1 OI 
mo,1,ISee 
SK21• 
17(bll 

40' Ii' 32' 1011' liH'ol 
Iha 
window 
spate 

Mu 
number 
alro--d 

1/facade 
(See Note 
ll 

I/primary 
fac1de1nd 
t/second1ry 
fll<lde 

J/pnmlt'{ 
racadnnd 
I/secondary 
facade 

2/authorized 
"1rbcut 

I/entrance l/subdlvl1l011 N/A 

Mac 
projection 
from 
structure 

N/A Ii' 2' N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Required 
Selb.lck 
from 
dactrlnl 
1ran1mb11on 
lines 

10' N/A 0' 10' N/A   

 
 

tlH1... II.IMMI If II .. lllll 
l upp. No. &21 

 
l'lp1of2 



 

 
 

 

(b)  In Heu of the11111 re,;ul11lor1s of Tabla [a) above, • 101 loc•ted In • non•rHldenllal dl11rlct and d.v1loptd IS 1 
plilnned commerd■Icenler .s.hi1H be allowed the following: 

 

 Ground 
S11n 

C.nopyor 
W1HSl&n 

Olttcdo111I 
511n 

Entrance 
S11n 

Window 
S11n 

M,wlmum 
hel1ht 

20' N/A 3' 8' N/A 

Mn width 2D' BOK of the WIii 
or canoDY width 

3' 8' N/A 

Mu sq.ft. 200 30M1,ft.or4 
sq. ft. per hnear 
fool DI the wall 
or canopy, 
whlcheverl1 

6 32 311Kof the 
window lpttll 
for bulldln1s 
under 50,DOO 
sq,fl. l11%ol 

  &realer, up lo• 
mulmumof 

  1h1wlndow 
area for 

  150 sq. fr. for 
bulldl11cs under 
llstot111und 
up to SOD sq. ft, 

  bulldln11 50,000 
sq. h.orovtr 

  for bulldln11 12 
stories or mara. 

   

  [Stt Sec. 21·    
  t11bll    

M-■number 
Allowed 

One per facade 
[See Note 11 

1/prlmary 
fac;ide and 
1/secondary 
facade 

2/■uthorlzed 
curb CUI 

1./entnnce N/A 

llaqulred 
Htb■ckfrom 
alectrlcal 
1nn1ml11lon 
Unes 

10' N/A O' 1D' N/A 

 
[cl No property zoned for non-resldent,11use mav have more 1h1n one UI around slIn thH Is orl,nted towards 

1nvelers alone the same street. 

[di In 1dcl!lion 10 1ha1e regullllions set lanh m ,ublecllon (al ind lb) ilboYe, no person m■v m11n1aln a lot zontcl 
for commucl■l use where the •urea■re sl1 blc area e■ceads faur huodrtd fifty (450) sqUilrll feet, or two 
(211 quare 111111 of slgn11e lar each one hundred IJOOI sq... ,• feet of Roar area, whlch ever IJ1r1uer, 
re,: rdless al the can11ruc1loo. placement or type ol tip or 511"1- 

!Ord. No. ll-03, Pl, I, 6•1D·03) 
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N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Site Plan 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Landscape Plan 

 
 
 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Elevations 

 
 
 
 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Zoning Map 

 
 
 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Land Use Map 

 
 
 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Aerial View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Property 
 

Walmart 
 

Napa Auto 
Parts 

 
 

Self Storage 
 
 
 
 

Multi-tenant 
Commercial 

SunTrust 
Bank 



 

 

N. 4 CZ-22-1245320 
N. 5 SLUP-22-1245321 Site Photos 

 
 
 
 

Walmart 
(left) Subject property, facing north from 
Memorial Drive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interparcel Access with Napa Auto Parts to the west 
 
 
 
 

(right) Subject property, facing northeast 
towards Avondale Estates. 
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