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Good Day,          

                             My property located in East Lake Terrace on Mellville Avenue is land locked. The 
absence of ingress & egress is directly attributed to an adjacent undeveloped right of way owned by Dekalb 
County. The lack of accessibility can be resolved by allowing the construction of an asphalt road within the 
right of way. I’m requesting a variance as a result of several specific requirements listed in Chapter 14 
section 190 related to road construction  within public right of ways. There are three unique factors related 
to my property listed in Chapter 14 section 191, that allow deviation from the municipal code.  
The board of commissioners, after considering all related factors, may authorize deviations from this chapter 
14, section 19 as follows:

No more than five (5) percent of average daily traffic generation would occur between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., on weekdays

                          Construction of the proposed road within the right of way won’t create congestion or 
cause a negative impact on traffic conditions on Hooper Street, nor any other surrounding public artery. 
Mellville Avenue is not a through street. The thick brush on site currently prevents any pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic. Construction of the proposed asphalt road would leave approximately 40 feet x 90 feet of 
the undeveloped right of way undisturbed. There won’t be any land disturbance in the area of the right of 
way beginning 10 feet east of my parcel, & continuing for 90 feet to where Mellville Avenue intersects with 
Normal Street. All construction activities will occur within a specific portion of the undeveloped right of way.

Widening would create a hazard to traffic, pedestrians, or bicyclists along the thoroughfare

                        Dekalb County’s municipal code requires that resedential public streets are to be 55 feet 
wide. The requirements include installation of 6 foot landscape strips, 5 foot curbs, & utility strips. The total 
width of the undeveloped right of way is only 40 feet. The width of the right of way isn’t large enough to 
accommodate the requirements in Chapter 14, section 190. The Public Works Department proposed the 
option of constructing an asphalt access road totaling 24 feet. The proposed road would have  two 12 foot 
lanes leaving a remaining 16 feet. Installing the curbs, landscape strips, & utility strips would cause a hazard. 
Those requirements can’t be safely constructed within the remaining 16 feet. It would infringe on the 
property lines of neighboring residences. Set back requirements for those neighboring properties prevent 
adequate space for the installation of curbs, street lights, & land scape strips. The road width cannot be 
extended for the same reason. The width limitation is among the most significant factors that make 
requesting a variance necessary.

Improvements would be economically unfeasible or would cause unreasonable land development hardships 
because of topography, soils, bridges, grades, etc., and delay of improvements would not adversely impact 
the county's road system;

                     The exorbitant expense of constructing a public street on Melville Avenue as required by 
Chapter 14 section 190 is cost prohibitive. The financial burden is not feasible & would cause significant 
hardship. The extensive delays & financial consequences that occurred during the several months the 
Department of Public Works had my project under review have been problematic. During that time period 
the Chairman of the Federal Reserve raised interest rates on three separate occasions. The recent increases 
were the largest in over a decade, resulting in a 1.50% rise in mortgage rates. Construction costs have 
continued to rise since January 23, 2022 when I submitted the documentation for a permit. Since that time 
the loan structure I planned to utilize has increased significantly by more than $800 per month. It was 
initially conveyed to me by the county that the review process is typically completed in 10 business days. I 
was advised it would be 20 business days due to delays associated with the Covid outbreak.

                         Prior to submitting a permit request I received written authorization from Dekalb County 
Transportation Department to construct a driveway within the right of way. However when I submitted the 
permit request, the Roads & Drainage Department disputed the written authorization. Citing that Mellville 
Avenue is a public street platted in the East Lake Terrace subdivision. I was advised that a driveway wouldn’t 
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be allowed in the right of way. I would be required to adhere to chapter 14, section 190 of the municipal 
code. The contradictory positions taken by various personnel within the Public Works Departments have 
caused significant hardship opportunity cost including loss of time & money
                          With the knowledge of the County’s revised position, I inquired if there was a process in 
place that would allow me to request that the county make the improvements & pave the street. Mr. Rick 
Cunningham conveyed to me on May 20,2022 during a zoom meeting, the county is not responsible for 
paving Melville. I was told public works would not make any improvements within the right of way. I was 
told the improvements that I desired weren’t in the County’s budget, & incurring the expense of constructing 
a public street for the benefit my parcel isn’t feasible.

            I’m extremely hopeful that upon examination of my circumstances the Board of Commissioners will 
grant my variance request. The right of way is currently severely overgrown. It’s a potential safety hazard 
that has been unmaintained for an extended time period. I ask that you allow me to move forward with the 
proposed construction plan to create an asphalt road to my property. It would resolve my landlocked 
dilemma & be a significant aesthetic upgrade to the current condition of the undeveloped right of way.
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FIRE NOTES:

SITE NOTES:

2425 Mellville Avenue
Land Lot 171, 15th District

Dekalb County, Georgia, 30030
Tax ID: 15 171 14 001

CONSTRUCTION NARRATIVE:

OWNER / DEVELOPER:

ENGINEER:

UTILITY CONTACTS:

DEKALB COUNTY SANITATION DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR GARBAGE AND RECYCLING PICK-UP

72 HRS NOTICE IS REQUIRED TO GEORGIA 811 UTILITY
PROTECTION CENTER BEFORE ANY PLANNED DIGGING.
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THE ESCAPE OF SEDIMENT FROM THE SITE SHALL BE PREVENTED BY THE INSTALLATION OF
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES AND PRACTICES PRIOR TO, OR
CONCURRENT WITH, LAND-DISTURBING ACTIVITIES.

EROSION CONTROL MEASURES WILL BE MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES.  IF FULL
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE APPROVED PLAN DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR EFFECTIVE EROSION
CONTROL, ADDITIONAL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES SHALL BE PROVIDED
BY THE CONTRACTOR FOR EFFECTIVE EROSION IMPLEMENTED TO CONTROL OR TREAT THE
SEDIMENT SOURCE.

ANY DISTURBED AREA LEFT EXPOSED FOR A PERIOD GREATER THAN 14 DAYS SHALL BE
STABILIZED WITH MULCH OR TEMPORARY SEEDING. EROSION CONTROL AND TREE
PROTECTION MEASURES SHALL BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO ANY OTHER CONSTRUCTION
ACTIVITY AND MAINTAINED UNTIL PERMANENT GROUND COVER IS ESTABLISHED.

ES&PC NOTES:

STATE WATERS STATEMENT:

LEGEND:

EROSION CONTROL BMP DESCRIPTION:

72 HR NOTICE IS REQUIRED TO GEORGIA 811 UTILITY
PROTECTION BEFORE ANY PLANNED DIGGING

DEKALB COUNTY ESPC NOTES
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