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Agenda Item

File ID:  Z- 19- 1243046 Substitute 5/ 28/2019

Public Hearing:  YES ®    NO El Department: Planning& Sustainability

SUBJECT:   Rezone— Rocklyn Homes

COMMISSION DISTRICT( S): 5 & 7

Application of Rocklyn Homes,  Inc.  c/ o Battle Law,  P.C.  to rezone property from C- 1  ( Local
Commercial) to MR-1 ( Medium Density Residential - 1) for 124 single-family attached townhome units
at a density of 8.4 units per acre, at 2387 Wellborn Rd.

PETITION NO: D3. Z- 19- 1243046

PROPOSED USE: A townhome development.

LOCATION: 2387 Wellborn Road, Lithonia.

PARCEL NO. : 16- 071- 09- 001

INFO. CONTACT: Marian Eisenberg

PHONE NUMBER: 404-371- 4922

PURPOSE:     -

Application Z- 19- 1243046 of Rocklyn Homes, Inc. c/ o Battle Law, P. C. to rezone property from C- 1 ( Local
Commercial) to MR- 1 ( Medium Density, Residential - 1) for, 124 single- family attached townhome units at a
density of 8. 4 units per acre, at 2387 Wellborn Road, Lithonia. The property is located on the north side of
Wellborn Road, approximately 181 feet east of Strathmore Manor Drive, at 2387 Wellborn Road, Lithonia. The
property has approximately 1, 153 feet of frontage on Wellborn Road and 244.39 feet of frontage on Covington
Highway and contains 14. 75 acres.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

COMMUNITY COUNCIL: (4/ 8/ 19) APPROVAL WITH A CONDITION.  ( 2/ 11/ 19) APPROVAL.

PLANNING COMMISSION: ( 5/ 7/ 19) DENIAL. ( 3/ 5/ 19) 30- DAY DEFERRAL.

PLANNING STAFF: (5/ 7/ 19) APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS. ( 3/ 5/ 19) 30-DAY DEFERRAL.

STAFF ANALYSIS:  ( 5/ 7/ 19) The proposed development is consistent with Commercial Redevelopment

Corridor Policy No. 6: " Cluster high density development at nodes and along major corridors outside of



established residential areas.:   The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in the context of
surrounding development.  The proposed building form and density is similar to that of the adjoining
townhome subdivisions. Thus, it is not expected to have adverse effects on these properties, nor on nearby
residential subdivisions. Therefore, the Department of Planning and Sustainability recommends " Approval"
with conditions.

PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE: (5/ 7/ 19) Denial, 8- 0- 1 P. Womack, Jr. moved, and J. West seconded

for denial. E. Patton opposed. ( 3/ 5/ 19) 30- day Deferral, 7- 1- 0. E. Patton moved and P. Womack, Jr. seconded
for a 30- day deferral to allow time for the applicant to prepare a traffic study. T. Snipes opposed.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL VOTE/RECOMMENDATION: (4/ 8/ 19) Approval with a Condition, 7- 2- 0.

The Community Council recommended approval with a condition that the development be constructed in
accordance with the recommendations of a traffic study.  (2/ 11/ 19)  Approval, 9- 1- 0. The Community Council
recommendation was based on lack of opposition from the neighboring community.



Recommended Conditions

Z-19- 1243046

Rezone Property from C- 1 ( Local Commercial) to

MR-1 ( Medium Density Residential- 1)

1. The development shall be for a maximum of 124 townhome units.

2.       No wooden fencing shall be permitted along Wellborn Road or Covington Highway.

3. Exterior building materials shall comply with the Article 5 standards of the Zoning
Ordinance and shall have a brick " skirt" on the side wall of the units to a height of at least

2 feet measured from grade. The front façade ofthe units shall incorporate multiple textures

and materials similar to those depicted on the photographs titled " Building Form Example
1"  and  " Building Form Example 2",  which were submitted to the Planning and
Sustainability Department and date stamped January 3, 2019. Additionally, the rear facade
of any unit facing Wellborn Road shall be 100% brick.

4. The public art proposed by the Applicant to qualify the development for a density bonus
of up to 1. 6 additional units per acre above the base density of 8 units per acre shall be
located at the main entrance to the development. The public art shall be of a size and design

such that it can reasonably be expected to be visible to passengers of vehicles who drive
by the main entrance, subject to approval by the Planning Commission. The public art shall
be installed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for any unit in the proposed
development that causes the density of the development to exceed 4 units per acre.

5. A dedicated left turn lane"shall be installed- on WellbornRoad to allow access into the

entrance for the proposed development, subject to the approval of the DeKalb County
Transportation Department. Additionally, the Applicant shall provide two exiting lanes
from the access driveway- one for vehicles turning right and one for vehicles turning left.

6. Opaque privacy fencing shall be placed along or near the perimeter of the boundary line of
the property adjacent to the" Wind Rose on Wellborn" townhome community.

7. There shall be a mandatory homeowners' association (" Homeowners Association") which
shall own and maintain the common areas, and enforce the covenants placed on the

townhome community.

8. The recorded covenants for establishing the Homeowners' Association shall contain a 35%
rental restriction. A copy of the recorded covenants with the rental restriction highlighted
shall be delivered to the Department of Planning and Sustainability prior to the recording
of the final plat for the townhome community. The Homeowners' Association shall enforce
the rental restriction.
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9.  The approval of this rezoning application by the Board of Commissioners has no bearing
on other approvals by the Zoning Board of Appeals or other authority, whose decision
should be based on the merits of the application before said authority.
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