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Agenda Item
File ID: FileID Choose an item. Agenda Date
Public Hearing: YES[O NO X Department: Board of Commissioners
SUBJECT:

Commission District(s): District 2, District 5 and District 6

Adoption of a Resolution to Relocate the Relic Cannon Located on Decatur Square.

Information Contact: Commissioner Edward “Ted” Terry, District 6

Phone Number: 404-371-4909

Information Contact: Commissioner Mereda Davis Johnson, District 5

Phone Number: 404-371-2159

PURPOSE:

To adopt a resolution to authorize County staff to move the Relic Cannon to a storage facility within 90 days of
adoption; and to authorize the County Attorney to advise the public of the ownership issues surrounding the
Relic Cannon via the County legal organ and report any information obtained from the public to the Governing
Authority.

NEED/IMPACT:
Adoption of this ordinance will allow for removal of the Relic Cannon from Decatur Square and to take steps to
return the Relic Cannon to its owner(s), if such owner(s) can be identified and located.

Attachment A to this item is the Resolution
Attachment B to this item is a Title Opinion for the Relic Cannon

Attachment C to this item are records obtained from the Historical Society related to the Relic Cannon

FISCAL IMPACT:
No immediate cost, potential costs of removal and storage.

RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt the attached resolution and direct staff to remove the Relic Cannon within 90 days of adoption and
further direct the County Attorney to advise the public of ownership issues related to the Cannon via the County
Legal Organ and report back to the governing authority if and when any additional ownership information is
obtained.




September 17, 2021

A RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF DEKALB
COUNTY, GEORGIA, TO RELOCATE THE RELIC CANNON LOCATED ON
THE CITY OF DECATUR SQUARE

WHEREAS, the Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 36-9-2 authorizes counties to exercise
control of all property belonging to the County;

WHEREAS, the City of Decatur Square is owned by DeKalb County (Title Opinion, Exhibit
‘6A7’);

WHEREAS, a mounted cannon was placed on the Decatur Square in 1906 by the Agnes Lee
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (‘“Relic Cannon”), but present-day ownership of that
cannon is unknown (Title Opinion, Exhibit “A”);

WHEREAS, no documentation has been found to establish that the Relic Cannon was dedicated
to or accepted by DeKalb County or that the Relic Cannon is publicly owned;

WHEREAS, the Relic Cannon is mounted on a base with an inscription that reads, in its entirety,
“Relic of the Indian War of 1836. Mounted by Agnes Lee Chapter U.D.C. No 434. Apr. 26, 1906.”;

WHEREAS, the Relic Cannon, according to historical records and scholarship, is of unknown
origin and provenance and thus cannot be accurately attributed or dedicated to any particular historical or
military entity or event, including the Indian War of 1836 (Historical Society Records, Exhibit “B”);

WHEREAS, the Relic Cannon’s inscription specifies that the cannon is a “relic”, as opposed to a
dedication or memorial that would be subject to the terms of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1;

WHEREAS, although the Relic Cannon is of unknown provenance, the plaque affixed to the side
asserts that it is a relic from the “Indian War of 1836,

WHEREAS, the Relic Cannon has been the focus of much public discussion, a petition for
removal, and various protest and rallies; and

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, the Governing Authority desires to remove the Relic
Cannon from the Decatur Square and house it in an appropriate storage facility while the Governing
Authority takes steps to notify potential owners and allow the rightful owner(s), if they can be found, to
reclaim and retrieve the Relic Cannon.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Authority of DeKalb County as
follows:

1. The Relic Cannon is not publicly-owned and is not a monument as that terms is defined
by state law;

2. That the Relic Cannon shall be moved to an appropriate storage facility by County staff
within ninety (90) days from the adoption and approval of this resolution; and
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3. The County Attorney is directed to place a notice in the County’s legal organ to advise
the public and potential owners of this Resolution and ownership issues related to the
Relic Cannon and to report back to the Governing Authority if any potential owners can
provide any indicia of ownership of the Relic Cannon.

ADOPTED by the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners, this day of ,
2021.

STEPHEN R. BRADSHAW
Presiding Officer

Board of Commissioners
DeKalb County, Georgia

APPROVED by the Chief Executive Officer, this day of ,2021.

MICHAEL L. THURMOND
Chief Executive Officer
DeKalb County, Georgia

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO SUBSTANCE:

BARBARA H. SANDERS-NORWOOD, CCC ZACHARY L. WILLIAMS
County Clerk Chief Operating Officer
Board of Commissioners and DeKalb County, Georgia
Chief Executive Officer

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

VIVIANE H. ERNSTES
County Attorney
DeKalb County, Georgia
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TI tI e 6075 BARFIELD RD NE - SUITE 119 - SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328
Inc. 404-214-0190 - FAX 404-978-1604 - WWW.AUGUSTATITLE.COM

TITLE MEMORANDUM

Date: May 11, 2021

File No.: 84778
Date Examined: April 30, 2021
To: DeKalb County

I Client File No.: Cannon on Decatur Square I

To: Noah Priest-Goodsett, Assistant County Attorney
DeKalb County Government
Law Department
1300 Maloof Building
4t Floor

Decatur, GA 30030

Re: Indian War of 1836 Cannon Monument
101 East Court Square, Decatur, GA
Old DeKalb County Courthouse Parcel 15-246-04-058

We were retained to determine the ownership of the land where a specific cannon
monument is located within Decatur, Georgia. The cannon subject to this search is
generally described as follows and hereinafter referred to as the “Cannon”:

1. The Cannon has an unknown original manufacture date but according to
historical records was, in part, used during the Indian War of 1836.

2. The Cannon was mounted and placed within the Decatur Square on or around
April 26, 1906, by the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

3. It is likely that as other historical markers and monuments have been moved
over the years within the City of Decatur, and therefore the Cannon may not be
in the exact location as originally placed.

CONTINUED. ..




... CONTINUED
AGENT FILE NO. 84778

4. We have based this search on historical records and photographic evidence of
the location of the Cannon. (Photographs relied upon are attached hereto on
Exhibit “A” Documents, Image 1 and Image 2) Relying upon the photographic
evidence and DeKalb County Tax Assessor Maps, we have determined the
location is within Parcel 15-246-04-058. We do, however, except to the fact that
only a registered land surveyor can attest to the exact physical location of the
Cannon.

Upon information and belief, DeKalb County has operated as owner of the Old
Courthouse, parcel number 15-246-04-058 (hereinafter the “Old Courthouse Parcel”),
since approximately 1822. If a deed was of record, it would have most likely perished in
the courthouse fire of 1829. As there is no verifiable deed of record found, we are
operating under the assumption that at some point in history DeKalb County did obtain
fee simple title to the Old Courthouse Parcel, in the location as shown on current DeKalb
County Tax Assessor Maps.

Upon information and belief, the DeKalb History Center has operated within the
building located at the Old Courthouse Parcel after a Resolution by the DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners in 1968.

On or around August 26, 1971, the Old DeKalb County Courthouse was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The Inventory — Nomination Form lists DeKalb
County as the owner of the property.

At some point in time the boundary lines of the Old Courthouse Parcel were changed;
however, we can find no specific deeds changing the location of the boundary lines. We
must assume that the boundary line changes were appropriate and accurate and most
likely due to the development of the area and the closing of streets in and around the
area.

CONTINUED. ..




... CONTINUED
AGENT FILE NO. 84778

Research conducted has been limited to the items that are of record around the
location of the above-referenced parcel. We have researched through all available
records in the DeKalb County Real Estate Records. In our research we have found the
following activity around the roads and location of the Old Courthouse Parcel:

1. 1931 Survey of Old Courthouse recorded at Plat Book 15, Page 246, DeKalb
County, Georgia Records. Please note that a review of the survey does not show
the location of the Cannon; however, the sidewalk abuts the road; therefore it is
reasonably assumed that the Cannon was most likely located within the
boundaries of the plat.

2. Sewer agreement, dated December 1909, from County of DeKalb acting by and
through its Commissioner of Roads and Revenue to The Town of Decatur,
recorded at Deed Book 3-N, Page 368, DeKalb County, Georgia records. This
sewer easement travelled from the courthouse property southerly down
McDonough Street.

3. Swanton Way aka Atlanta Avenue aka Electric Avenue; Sycamore Street; and
McDonough Street converged to the South of the Old Courthouse Parcel. On or
around 1976, several roads around the Old Courthouse Parcel were closed for
development. We did not find any right of way or road documents for the roads
directly south of the Old Courthouse Parcel.

4. The areas surrounding or following the path of the MARTA rail line are plentiful
and we went through each easement filed during the 1970s construction. The
only easement which specifically referenced property on or around the Old
Courthouse Parcel is Easement by and between DeKalb County, Georgia and
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, dated May 25, 1975, filed for
record September 16, 1975, recorded at Deed Book 3389, Page 171, aforesaid
records. It is of note that other easements to Marta on the line were also
granted from DeKalb County. No easements were found in the general vicinity
showing the party: City of Decatur.

5. DeKalb County tax assessor records reflect the ownership of the Old Courthouse
Parcel to be DeKalb County.

CONTINUED.. ..




... CONTINUED
AGENT FILE NO. 84778

The lack of plats and missing records from the 1800s complicate the matter but we
found no other documents that convey the old courthouse or monuments to any other
party. Further, we have found that within the limited records of the area there are no
conveyances from the City of Decatur and it appears that DeKalb County has acted with
an ownership interest of the Old Courthouse and the properties within the immediate

vicinity.
EXCEPTIONS

A. Such statement of facts as would be disclosed by an accurate survey and
inspection of all properties subject to any deeds referenced in the full chains of
title.

B. The exact amount of acreage of the property.

C. Rights of parties in possession, if any, not of record.

D. All easements and restrictions of record.

E. All matters shown on plats of survey referred to in descriptions.

F. Zoning ordinances and any other government restrictions affecting the subject
property.

G. Rights of parties in possession, if any, other than the owner.

H. Restrictions, easements and all questions arising out of zoning laws, ordinances

or regulations.

l. All security interests and liens of record, including but not limited to security
deeds, judgements, fifas, taxes or any other interest held by third-parties.

J. Any objections or defects not disclosed herein that are shown of record but are
not shown during the effective dates herein.

CONCLUSION

After reviewing all of the documents referenced herein and subject to the qualifications,
limitations and exceptions set forth herein, we are of the opinion that although no
verifiable chain of title exists for the Old Courthouse Parcel; that DeKalb County is the
only party we find that has held itself as an owner to the land. No certification can be

given as to the ownership of the Cannon itself.
<
- §Aﬂ F. MAGUIRE, JR.i’ 25

ATTORNEY AT LAW
AUGUSTA TITLE, INC.
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Old Courthouse Image

01/22/2020

Image 2
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Sewer Agreement Deed Book 3N, Page 368
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Easement 3389, Page 171
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STATE OF GIIDRGIA iy rﬂ B

COUNTY OF DEEKALR ==L, 75
- .-bw; .-

EASEMENT TOTTT Clen

TS AGHEIMENT, mode and entered into this <2 gbfday of I3
1975, by and betwoen DEKALE COUNTY, GEDRGIA (hercinafter referred to as “Grantor™),
and METROPOLITAM ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY (hereinafter referred to as
"Grantee™).

WITHNESSETH:

WHEREAS, on September 14, 1971 the DeMalb County Board of Commission-
ers adopted a Resolution providing suthorizetion for the execution of a Rapid
Transit Contract and Assistance Agreement ("Assistance Agreement") dated as of
Septembor 1, 1971, with the Grantee, and approval of the Engimeering Report re-
ferred to therein;

WIEREAS, by virtws of said Assistance Agreement the Grantor has cov-
enanted and agreed to convey, without cost to the Grantee, any and all easements
in, across, through, and above public property as may be necessary and desirsble
to facilitate the acquisition, construction, improvement, and efficient operation
of the Rapid Transit Systom (“Systos''); and

WHEREAS, the Grantor has agreed to corvey certain permanent and tem-
porary construction eascments (“Easements™) being more particularly described on
Exhibit "A" attached hercto and by reference made a part hereof pursuant to the
l.t!onsnid Assistance Agreement.

MOW TVEREFORE, for and in consideration of the premises and OHE (§1.00)
DOLLAR in hand paid and other valuable considerations, the receipt and sufficiency
of which are hereby acknowledged, Grantor does hereby grant and convey unto Grantee
those certain permanent and temporary construction easements over, across and
through that certain property being more porticularly described on Exhibit "A"
attached hereto and by reference mode a part hereof,

Grantee agrees to pay, or cause to be pald, amy cost incurred in con-
nection with the utilization of said Easements, including utility relecation )
costs, and any damage to or alterations of existing structures including but mot
limited to the relocation of existing historic momments to other locations on

s 3389 nall
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property adjacent to the aforesaid easements and replscement of trees as more
particularly agreed upen by the Grantor and the City of Decatur. Grantee further
agrees to restore sald casement areas at its sole cost and expense in sccordance
with plans agreed upon by the Grantor and the Grantee.

In the event the Grantee fails to commence comstruction of its System
upon the property hereinsbove described within flve (5) yoars of the date hereof
Grantor, at its option, shall have the right to reacquire said property, without
cost to the Grantor, by giving Grantee herein sixty (60) days written notice of
its intention to exercise such right.

' The terms"Grantor” and "Grantee” shall be deemed to include their re-
spective heirs, successors and assigns, and this Agreement shall inure to the

benefit of and be binding upon Grantor and Grantee and their respective heirs
and assigns,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands
and affixed their seals on the day and year first above written.

Signed, sealed and delivered in
the presence of:

w3360 nad 12
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. the wost sidwe of McocDonough Straszt fron the so
of the interzeccion of YeDorough 3treet and Swanten Wav .
‘(having a 60 foot wight of way); thence Tunning south along

" fifteen and forty-six hundredths (15.46) feck o a point; O

EXHIBIT “A"

PERMANECNT EAEDARMT T

A Permanent Zasement £or the construccion, operation and
maintecnance of tie Dacatur Bagid Transit Statica and azpur-
tenances including a cooling cower to a neight of four (4
feot obova the surface of tho ground: within, cover ard ACTOSS:

All that tract or parcel ¢f land lying and beiny ins Lznd
Lot 246 of the 15th Diserickt c¢f DoKalb County, Geeorgle, apd
being more partisularly desccibed as follows:

BEGINNING at a point located z2& the southwase carnar of zhe
interascction of Swanton Way (asving a 50 fost rigit of way)

and McDonough Street (hawing on &0 Zoot right 9f way!; thonce
running west along the ssuch side of Svaaton Way, one nundred
Sixty-one and alghty-nine hundrodtas (161.89) "Foet to a podnty
thence running south 0° 42' 33" wage thlrty=-fiva ané saventy—
savan huadradths (35.77) feat to a peint; thenea runaing south
44® 17' 17" east fourteaen (14} feot %o & point; +herze ruaning
south 89 17' 17" east fifty-zeven {57} feet to a point;
thence ruaning north 0° 42' 43" cast nirecesn 119) faat to
a point; thence runaing south £9° 17' 17" zest fiftv-ihree "
(53) feet to a point; thence running north 0° 42' 43% cast
seventeen (17) feet to a poin:; thence running south £4% 17°¢
17" easzt forty two and soven nundradths (42.07) feet o a
point on the wost side of McoDoaoues Strooet; thence runain
north a2long the wes:t side of HzDonough Scresc ten ani seveniy-=
two hundredchs (10.72) feet o the point of beginhiag.

FERMANENT DESEMENT TF

‘A Permanent Utility Basemesnt for the coastructics and main=

tenance ¢ a water line and an =2lecirlc sorvice lime aasd thair
appurtondiaces; within, over ang acresa:

ALl thet tract or sercel of lznd lying cond he
246 of tha l5th Distris: of Lanalb County, Geow
being rors particularly described as follows:

BEGINWIXG at a point located en the wast sile of MeDonsugh
Streot (having an 80 fcot =ight of way; chi tv-eight and

forty-four hundredths {35.44) feet south as oasured’ along
UThiwast coziner

the wesc sicdes of MeDonough Etrest twonty end twenty-cigat
hundrecths (20.28) feet to a point; zhence sunning asss
17' 17" west enc hundred fifty-six (153) foot co & poidts

age®

‘thence ruaning north 44° 17' 17" west cighty=-ona =nd nins

hundredcis (81.59) foet to a point on tho soukl sids of Swanton
Way; thenge running east along tha south sidé of Swamton way

thence .running south 44* 17' 17% gast gixty-faur "and. twenty=
six hundradths (64.26) feet to a point; tnence ruaning south*
B9®* 17' 17" sast one hundred forty=-four (144) feat to a point;
thence running north 45° 42' 43" gast e-even and sevinsy-one
hundredths (11.71) feet to the point of peginaing.

. Page 1 of 3
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_-dated Jaruary 14, 1575.

DERMANENT NASEMENT TIZ

A Permanont Eagpsment for the construction, operation and

maintenance of the Dec.tur Rapid Transit Station at a=d below
grade; within, over and acrous:

All that tract or parcel of land lying and belng in Zand
Lot 246 of the 15th District o DeKalib County, Goorgia, and
being more particularly described ag follows:

BEGINNING at a point located nt the scutheast corncr of the

old De..alb County Court House Property, said point also being
located at the northwast corner of Fast Court Sguare {having

an 85 foot. right of way) and Svcamore Street; thance running
north aleng tha west side of Tust Court Sguars thirecy (30)

feat to a point; thence running south 89° 7' 48" wase ninety-
five {95} feoot o a point; thence running nozih 0° 23" z2v

west fifteen (15) feet to a point; thence running ssuth 85°

7' 48" west thirty-rfive (35) faot te a moint; thence runaing
south 0° 25' 22" aast ten (10) feet te a point; thenco running
south #9* 7' 48" west one hundred two and thirty-eight hundredths
(102.38) feet to a point; thence runniayg ssuth thirty-Five L
(35) feet to a point on the north side of Sycamore Streci; *
thence running east along the north sida of Sycamore Street

two hundred thirty-two and sixty-four hundredths (232.64)

feet to the point of beginni -8

TOGETHER WITH, temporary construction easemants for & period
of approximately threa (3) years from the date of comronecsmont

‘'of construction of the Dacatur Repid Transis Station, for

the purpose of construction of said Station, maintenanca of

-Contracsor's work and storage areas and relocation of histerie

monuments; within, over and across:

TEMPORARRY CONSTRUCTION EASEMTNT I

All that tract or parcel of lend lving and bzing in Zard
Lot 246 of the 15th Disitrict of DeXalh Councy, Georgia, and
being more particularly describad as Followst

BEGINNING.at a zoint on the south side of Swanton Way {having

- a 60 foot xight of way) oae hundred sixty-one and siontv-nine

hundredths (i61.89) feec west as measurad along the south

-'side of Swanton Way from the southwesc corner of the intersection

of Swanton Way and MecDonough Strest (having an B0 foot right
of way}:; thence running south 0% 42' 43" wastc thirty==£iva
and seventy-sovon hundredths (35.77) feet to a point;. thence

s running north 44° 17' 17" west fifty and twenty-six hundredths
.(50.26) feot to a point on the south sidea of Swanton Aay;

thence running cast aleong the scuth side of Swanton Way thivty=
five and fifty-four hundredths (35.54) fecet to tha point of © -
beginning, and boing designated Temporary Construction Easament
"A" on plat of survey by Parsons BrinckerhofffTuQOr-gachhal s

.
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eight hundredths (102.38) feet to a point; thenee ¢
" north thirty-five (35) feet ©o a point; thence rumni

. TOGZTHER WITH, a right of entry for Ruthority persommal and*

TEMPORARY CONSTLUCTION SASENENT II

All that tract or parcol cf land lying and being in Land
Lot 245 cf the 13th Diceriet ¢ DoHzlb County, Georgia, and
being more particularly described as folleows:

BECINMING at a point located on the west side of Meolonough
Street (heving an B0 foot right of way) ten and ECVenTY="41wo
hurdredths (10.72) feet south as measured along the wost side
of MeDonougn Street from the southwest corner of the iptersection
of MeDonough Street and Swanton Way (having a 60 foor right

of way); thence runnming north 89° 17' 17" west forty-two

and saven hundredths (42.07) feet to a point; thence running
south G° 42' 43" west seventeen (17) feet to a ooint; thence
running north 89% 17' 17® west fifty-three (53} faet to a
point; thence ruaning south 0° 42' 43" west nineteen [19)

fest to a point; thonce running south 89° 17' 17* east eighty-
saven (87) feet to a point; thonee running norch 45° 42! 43"
e@ast aleven and scventy-one hundreiths (11.71) feet to a point
on the west side of McDonough Street; thence running north N
along the west sigo of McDoncugh Strest twenty-seven and .
seventy=-two hundredths (27.72) feet ko the poiat of becinning,
and being designatad Temporary Constriction Basement “BY

on plat of survey by Parsons Brindkerhoff-Tudcz-Becntel,

dated January 14, 1975.

TEMPORARY COMSTRUCTION TRSEMEYT TIT

All that tract or parcel of land ilving and being in nand Lot
246 of the 15th Distriet of Daokalb County, Georgia, e=d being

.more particularly descriked as follows:

BEGINNING at a point located on the west sicde of Taslt Court
Square, thirty (3d) feet north =% mecsured along the wost

side of Zast Cour: Squara from the norihwast corner of Cast
Court Souara and Sycamore Strest; thence running souch 89°

' 48" west aincty-five (55) feet to a point: thencc- runnirg
north 6° 25' 22" west fifteen (15) fect to a Doint; thence
running south B89 7' 48" west thirty-five (23] Zeet =5 2 point:
thence running south 0° 25' 22" eact ten (10) foet to a poiat;
thence running scuth §3° 7' 43" west one hundrsd twe and thirty=-
nning

S RGrth

Pl

§9° 7' 48" east ninety-five (95) feet to a point; therce

e

“running norch. 0® 52 12" west ten (10} feet to a point; thernce

running ngrth 89° 7' 48" east fifty (50} foet to a soint:
thence running south 9°¢ 52' 12" east ten (10) feet.:o a point;

. thence running north 83° 7' 48" east sighty-sevem and eleven

hundredths (87.11) feet to a point on the wes: side c¢f Zast
Court Square; thence ruaning south along the west side of -

. East Court Sguare forty (40) feet to the pcini of beginning. |

contractors to areas immediately adjacent to the aforesaid

. easement areas for the purpose of re-landscaping sais areas

in conformity with plans approved by the County of DeXalb. A
fence shall be constructed not more than 15 feet north of the south line

of the above described Temporary Construction Easement III, and the right
of entry herein granted shallbe restricted to re-landscaping purposes,. mon-
placement and rearrangement of other County facilities. The portion
Temporary Construction Easement ITI north of said fence shall not ba used
vehicular traffic or storags of materials,

RAd
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DeKalb County Tax Assessor Records

ny errors or emissions should be reported for investigation, No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the data herein, its use,
- its Interpretation,

- Back-—

Would you like to have futore tax bills emailed to vou?
I tom Sumarary
Proaperty [denbification Taxable Year 2020
Parcel I 15 246 04 058 :
Pin Nymber SO65294 Millage Rate ) 0.010393
Pro A 101 E COURT 50 Dekalb County Taxes Billed %0.00
Property Typa Real Esrate ge:a:ll: EDUIItY TT::as Eald :ggg
Tax District 92 - DECATUR ekal ounty Taxes Due .
Dwnar Inf ian Total Taxes Billed £0.00

Total Taxes Faid ($0.00)
Jan, 1% Qwner ?;ﬁuﬁmgégmmm Tatal Texes Due £0.00
Co-Owner |
Current  Cwner DEKALB COUNTY ]
Co-Quner Tax Bill Details
Owner Address 1300 COMMERCE DR S —
DECATUR GA 30030-3222 | |~ Choose a Tax Year — ¥ [5ef Tay Payeff Info,
Care of Information BUDGET EFT | =
Property Tax Mailing Address
Ex3 O 5 Dekalo County Tax
CHANGE MAILING ADDRESS Dekelb County
Homestesd Examption Collections Diwision
Exspsion Tres - NO EXEMPTION Dacanr, GA 30031-
Tax Exempt Amount £0.00 7004 ‘
APPLY FOR BASIC HOMESTEAD EXEMETION AND PROPERTY ASSESSMENT Prior Years Thx

=#% Please nate that payment posting information mey be delayed
due to batch processing®*®

Oeher Exemptoon Information

. || Dekal County Tax i
Exemption Type El . Ad
Walue Exemption Amount $0.00 | Taxtear Total Owed Iotal Paid Total Due Due Date
011 50.00 50.00 40.00
A T frrr e 2010 §0.00 50.00 $0.00
reed Inbformation 2009 $0.00 0.00 $0.00
Deed Typs 2008 $0.00 $0.00
g o/so 2007 $0.00 $0.00
Plat Book/Page 0Js0 2006 §0.00 $0.00
2005 $0.00 $0.00
Ul L ' Delinguent T
MBHD Codg 5000 Tax Sale Ir
Zoning Tvee - Tax Galg Filg Number
Improvement Type FiFa=-GED Book/Fage
Last Deed Date Levy Date
Last Deed Amount 50.00 Sale Date o
i L1}
Elick here to view property map
Froperty Valee/Billing Assessment
Taxable Year 2020
Land Value $1,053,600 i
Building Value 50 I
Misc. Imprevement Value 30 |
Total Value $1,053,600

A i £0
Information as of 4/33/2021
For additional infarmation on the data above,
contact the Property Appraisal Department at 404-371-2471
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National Registry Records

INSTRUCTIOMNS

S5EE

Form
(dully

kALY

10304 UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR
19aT) HATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVEHTORY - HOMINATION FORM

{Type all eniries = complete applicable sections)

4th Congressicnal District
Benjamin B. Blackburn

ETATE:

Georgia

COUNT ¥

DeKalb

FOR HP5 USE DMLY

ERTRY NUMBER

DII‘""‘ Fi

/A AEN, LT I

[1._Hame
[T
Ciwvic Center
AMD G M BTD MG
3 01d DeKalb County Courthouse
[i?"m#_mﬂ i
BTHMEET AMND MUMBER:
Court Square -
E1TY o TONM)
Decatur
ATATE copE |EOUWNTY: CODE
Georgia i 13 DekKalk OB |
[3. cLassiFicaTION i i
CATEGDRY ACCESSIBLE
il =l OWNERSHIP 5TATUS Yo THE SRS
1 Diserict KX Building |3 Public Public Acgedsition: rﬂ Dccupisd Yan
O Sim [ Strusiurs [T Private O 'n Procsas O Unesaupied K Resriored
] Okjmct ] Bath [] Baing Conuidersd EKP res ervaticn werk [ Unrepiricted
! in prograss | Mo
PRESENT WSE [Cheok Ope oF Mors sa Appreprisia)
O Ageieubtural HH Gevernment O Park [ Tramagaresiion [ Commants
[ Commurcial O Mndwsirial [ Privare Residemes EhOthar (Specit)
i3, Educationsl 0 Milivary ] Raligious i
*CI Entertainmenr [] Museum 1 Scienrifie
I‘. OWHMER OF PROPERTY
[OWHER'8 H AME; o
DeKalb County g =
ATREET aMD WUMBER =1 L
430 NHorth McDonough Street I
CATY OF TowM STATE: CODE o
Decatur 2 Georgia 13
{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION i
OURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETG! o
o
DeKalb County Courthouse, Clerk of Swperior Court ¥ .
STREET AMD NUMBER: E b
430 North McDonough Street -~
CITY OR TOWNI ETATE conE
Dacatur Georgia 13
[ REPRESENTATION M EXISTING SURVEYS E
TITLE OF SURVEYT: E-' »H
Hone [:M Sl 3| -
DATE OF SURY E¥: [] Fedaral = \"‘.\ O Leesl ; g
2 g
CEFOEITONY FOR BURYEY RECOMDS {ﬁ} t":b E é
. WHE
AFAEEY AMND HUMBER | =
R
1 i
CITY DR TOWH: ETeTE: T Filby COBE_| L
e\ RmE
— k| 3 »
T " L
T “;-.f'
~—




li. DESCRIPTION

{Check Onaj
b Exeellent ] Goed [ Fair [ Datariorabed 1 Ruins ] Unexpossd
CONDITION (Check Ome) {Chch One)
EX Alrerad " Upalsered ] Mowwd HE Original Sive

DERCMIBE THE FRESEMT AND CFIGINAL (If known] Fravaic AL ARFEANANE K

The present appearance of the old DeKalb County Courthouse, a model of
Beaux Arts neo-classicism, remains essentially as designed in 1917. During
that year, Atlanta architects Walker and Chase transformed a gutted cireca
1900 structure on the site into a larger building with wings and porticoes.
The result iz a magnificently dignified "old style” public building in

the center of Decatur; on the town sgquare.

The cutside is constructed entirely of cut, Stone Mountain granite. (Stone
Mountain is DeKalb County's major natural landmark.) The narth and south
entrances are adorned with round Roman columns of cut granite placed atop
large sguare cut pedestals. The column capitals, architrave, frieze and
cornice are pure Corinthian in design with all the embellishments of this
style of architecture. Second floor windows in the center structure hawve
cut stone lintels laid in a Roman arch. The east and west wings hawve
rectangular windows. The building still retains all of its original outward
appearance. The condition of the outside is excellent, having suffered no
real damage over the years. The roof, of terra cotta tile, is still in
good repair. In 1968 the building was sandblasted and cleaned restoring
its original appearance.

The inside, including the stairways, is decorated with Alabama marble, still
in a splendid state of repair. The marble stalr treads are well worn and
dished out by the many thousand footprints of DeKalb and Georgia dignitaries
over a period of many decades. The main courtroom, with its paneling and
neo-classical detailing, has been made into a meeting hall.

SHNOILONY LS NI




INSTRUCTIONS

S

i S EE

E Sicniricance

FERIGE [Check One or Move as Approprisde)
[0 Pre-Columbian! [ 1eeh Contury [0 18 Century HX) 209h Centery
[ 15tk Cansary [ 17th Caniury I 190k Combury

SPECIFIC DATE] (T Applicable and Enownl oo ] 000 1;:1 T=1G158

ARMEAS OF SIGHIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education EX Political TG Weban Plarning
[] Peehigioric ] Enginssring 1 RaligianPhi- IR _b[“-l‘hﬁ::l."
] Hissasic ] brsbusrey — -7 4 -

] Apricuinee ] lswantion ] Sciemce

X Architecrtes ] Lsadsaape [ Sculpiee L L. -
O A Architacturs [ SecisbMuman- | = .--—",!a*!"-'\'_""‘._-_,.I
[0 Commesse [ Literahere fr— : o e R |y |
[] Communicatizns figh Wi iary ] Theates -l -
[0 Canssrvatian [ Music [7] Teamsporiation .-":-\ i “' v il ~y
ATATEMENT OF BIGHIFIC ANEE ‘:/ b N ( b
CiLF - 2 _y"

TIHEL:.

When DeKalb County needed a new county administration bu.i.l'-:l'tﬁlrhﬁa- court-
house, the obvious first thought was to do what the county had done since
the early 1%th century - tear down the ¢ld courthouse and use the Decatur
sguare on which it stood as the site for a larger building. But county
business in the 1950's and 1960's had expanded to such a degree that it
WA5 necessary to erect a building of much larger scale than had ever been
needed before. As the new multli-storied building went wp nearby, some
reople felt the old courthouse should be razed and the land put to other
uses. Others felt that the Corinthian-colummed granite landmark was too
fine a building, too well sited in the center of Decatur, to simply be
dizecarded.

Since 1823 the site had been the location of DeKalb's courthouses. Follow-
ing 19th century custom, the courthouse was located on a rise in the center
of town. Streets bounding the four sides of the lot formed a sguare which
became the center of town and county life. The first courthouse erected
on the square was a log cabin (c.1823) which was replaced in 1829 with a
brick structure. This courthouse served the county until 1842 when it was
destroyed by fire. The third courthouse on the site was occupied in 1847,
The growth of DeKalb County in the late=1%th century called for a larger
building and accordingly in 1898, the cornerstone of the present structure
was laid. This building was greatly altered, however, in 1917 and 1918 as
a result of a disastrous fire in 1916. This fire made complete rencvation
nacessary. In 1917 Atlanta architects Walker and Chase used the basic

bulk of the ruined building as the basis of their new design; essentially
they added wings to the east and west and pedimented porticoes in the
Corinthian order to the north and south. (Their rendering of the new desig
is framed and hung in the headguarters of the DeKalb Historical Soclety on
the main fleor of the building.) FRecently cleaned and refurbished, the
building is a notable example of Beaux Arts neo=classicism.

While the ecourthouse is significant architecturally and in terms of urban
planning and design, the courthouse square is significant historically as
well. On July 22, 1864, General Joseph Whesler was ordered to capture
Federal wagon trains parked just north of the sguare. After fierce fighting
Wheeler's Cavalry forced the Federal troops out of the area. A monument to
the soldiers killed in this battle and others was erected in 1906 and still
stands in the center of the main south walkway on the square. Several
bronze plajues have also been placed on the grounds commemoratimng other

Ciwil War events. {continued)
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Form 10-3000 UHITED STATES CEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FTATE
[uly 1567) HATIONAL PARK SERVICE Gacrgia

HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |==unT~

Dekalb
INVENTORY - HOMINATION FORM R OR WPS USE OWLY
(Continoation " CHTRY HUMBER opTE

-l 7R VP ELF

[Mussber &Il afitries)

B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

HNow a ciwic center as it has been in essence for generations, the cold court-
house continues as a focus of community activity. The DeKalb County Parks

and Recreation Department is presently housed in the building as is the DeKalh
Historical Society, DeKalb Art Society and the University of Georgia Extension
| SBerwice. Many local ciwvic organizations use the courthouse for meatings and
| shows. FPlans for further development of the civic center call for the fur-
| mishing of cne room with fine antigues prowvided by the Decatur Women's Club.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Georgia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -
DeKalb
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) . L [ _pare,

G OMMO!

A W VA & S Pl T A

Civic Center

AND/OR HISTORIC:

TREET AND NUMBE

01d DeKalb County Courthouse

Court Sguare

ICITY OR TOWN:

Decatur

STATE:

FHOTO CREDIT:

CODE [COUNTY:

Charleé Wiley

loATE OF PHOTO:

MEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

e
December 1970 ANESLN
L

DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Departme
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MNumper ’! L x LA S Y =
UNITED 5TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Georgia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | ™"
. e DeKalb
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) i LA o Lt PATE
=z
o ComMmom ¢ Civiec Center '
- AND/OR HISTORIC: 0ld De b County Courthouse
P
Iy STREET AND NUMBER:
= Court Square
CITY OR TOWN:

. Decatur
| ol STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
v Georgi _ 13 DeKalb 089
-4 ,. :
- PHOTO CREDIT: Charles Wiley

SEE

CATE OF PHOTO!

= 3
December 1970 LA Lo A

MEGATIVE FILED AT:

North facade

DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Depﬁr?genﬁyﬁoffﬂga
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Georgia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |~
' DeKalb
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) Al AL k]

) 20

o

€ OMMON : Civic Center
anp/or MisToric:  ©1ld DeKalb County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court Square

CITY OR TOWM:
Decatur
ETATE: CODE [COUNTY: coDE

Georgia 13 DeXalb 089

INSTRUCTIONS

PHOTO CREBIT: Charles Wiley

DATE OF PHOTO: December 1970 ] Tl FTE-\_
hEcaTive miLeD at: DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Departph: ~{

SEE

DESCRIBE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ITATE .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Georgia
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES DeXalb
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) il ol gy
o C ommon:
_— anp/or misToric:  ©la DeKalb County Courthouse
'—
U STREET AMD NUMBER:
Court Sguare
=2 CITY OR TOWN:
o Decatur
| ISTATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
wy Georgia 13 DeKalb 089
=z
e PHOTO CREDIT: Charles Wiley
IDATE OF PHOTO: December 1970 .
w ecaTive FiLee aT: DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Departmen
w
wr
South or main facade.
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Form 10300
{July 1949}

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

HATIOMAL PARK SERVICE

HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

{Type all eniries - attach to or encloze with map)
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01d Dekalb County Courthouse
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S
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Court Sguare

CITY O TowM:

Decatur
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E=E]

U.S. Gaoclogical Survey

1,324,000
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ATLANTA, GEDORGIA 30303

EXECUTIVE BECRETARY
Samy DRDNORY JOWETT

July 26, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
Hational Register of Historic Flaces
801 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear William:

We would appreciate as speedy handling of this as
you can manage. It was guite a “h " to get the DeKalb
County Board of Commissioners to go along with uws in this
nomination. The local people who convinced them to allow
the nomination are anxious that they not have any time to
change their minds.

Also included are several photographs of properties

for which we have already submitted nomination forms, the
DuBignon Cemetery and Port King George.

Sincerely,

William R. Mitchell, Jr.

Director, Georgia

Historic Sites Survey
WIm:csS

enclosures
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EXHIBIT B



COURTHOUSE SQUARE —-LAWN

The square surrounding the 0ld Courthouse has many

wXxy landmarks

of historic value including:

Old Cannon used by Andrew Jackson in Indian War of lS?é
German WW 1 Naval Cannon

Busts of Baron DeKalb and Stephen Decatur

CSA Obelisk

Four Civil War State Higstoric Markers (ffﬂiﬂffm 7 Aol )
¢

zex  Steatite Boulder{fIndian soapstone pottery }
Original Traffic Sign of 1900 "Unlawful to Park Wagon or Buggies Around This

Square, "




6 store-of Mayor john-_'j
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elacy in 1906 To-
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Vs‘onument’ :
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From Ineliemn Wy To Politics,
Cannon Blasts Make History

One of the most visited histoyic relies located on the DeKalh
Courthouse Square in Decatur is the small cannon on the south lawn
near the MARTA station, concert stage and public picnic avea,

It is believed to have been used by General Andrew Jackson,
later the seventh U8, President, to preseyve order in the Southeast
prior to the treaty with the Indians in 1827 and to have geen action in
the Indian Wars of 1836, 1t Was mounted on wheels and pulled by
manpowey., o

Since coming to the Colrthouse Square, it hag made some
colorful history of itg own. Barly lgea] records say that it wag fired
during the Qjvi] War as a salute to volunteers g5 they passed through
Decatur by rail — ungi] 5un powder became toq searce.

Records show that a local miljtia captain, E.N, Calhoun,
shattered many panes of glass around the Square when he fived it
there. However, it continued to be fived for Fourth of July celebra.
tions, and even some weddings, fop many-years, :

It even got involved in polities in the mid 19th century when g
Broup of Gwinnett Whigs borrowed‘it to celebrate » victory, only to
have it stolen by Democrats before it was ever fired. The cannon was
“carried,” according to records of the day, out to Stone Mountain to
salute President Grover Cleveland y hentie visited there,

The Agnes Lee Chapter of the’ UD.C. had i mounted and
bermanently locateq in 1906. It éhal'es the S,qqgre around the historic

ld Courthouse, home of the DeKalb: Historica) Society, with a
number of gthep significant markers and mementos of value histori.
cally. Thege include busts of St@hé_n-‘];)éqatutrand Bavon DeKalb, for
whom the city and county were nam Woand a number of Georgia

State Histovical Markers describing ¢ action in Decatur and
Kalb, : :
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Transcription of the History written by Mrs. Alice Billups, President, 1906

After the resignation of Mrs. A H. Cox, President of the Agnes Lee Chapter UDC, monthly
meetings were regularly called. Only a few faithful members responded, never at any time having
enough to form a quorum; nevertheless we still determined to keep up the Chapter and also the
work we had on hand under Mrs. Cox's Administration. The Chapter had formed a movement and
had begun work to erect a monument in Decatur to the Soldiers which went out from this County,
DeKalb. We had about 15 fifteen dollars in the Treasury given by subscription for this cause, and
were at this time finishing up a very beautiful and interesting quilt made by the Chapter. With this
small sum in the Treasury and so few members who were interested, and so great a work before us,
despair almost overcame out little band, but with determination we set forward to do something
either great or small, We finished the quilt, set a day for quilting it and sent out invitations to each
member of the Chapter to meet at the Court House, bring lunch and any friend with you. Our
disappointment was great when only just the same faithful ones responded. Not giving up, we went
to work that day and with the help of our friends, finished the quilt, had a delicious lunch and
enjoyed the day very much. Our next movement now was to sell the quilt. We met at the Court
House on first Tuesday, sold to highest bidder, Mr. Freeman for $10.00. Mr. Freeman then
presented the quilt to the Chapter to sell again which was bought by Mr. Thompson for three $3
dollars. This same day we had a rummage sale & oyster supper from which we collected a small
sum. The Treasury now contained something over 60 dollars. We saw that we must give up the
monument, but what could we do: Mount an old Historical Cannon that had been lying on
Decatur's Square for more that 60 years. About April 20th, 1906 the cannon was beautifully
mounted and ready for unveiling, amount paid for same $64.40. With eloquent speeches, beautiful
music and a large assembly from the County this little cannon was unveiled April 26, 1906 by
Miss Hamilton of Decatur, Ga. Our old soldiers were never neglected, Crosses of Honor being
presented on every day appointed for such and all other duties of the Chapter carried on regularly.
President Davis' Gen's. Lee and Jackson's bithdays (sic) were celebrated with appropriate exercises
also a beautiful memorial on the death of Gen. John B. Gordon with the cooperation and help from
Mr. Gardner and Treadwell Principals of Donald Fraser and Public School. These exercises were
made very instructive to our children. Memorial Day was always observed with beautiful exercises
and abundance of flowers. After mounting the cannon our Treasury was drained of every penny,
our members dropped off one by one until it was impossible to hold a meeting. At this time Col.
C.D. McKinney organized the Memorial Society of DeKalb Co. Agnes Lee Chapter was
reorganized again with Mrs. Holleyman President and under the leadership of Col. McKinney work
for raising a fund for a monument was again started.

" Mrs. Alice Billups -Pres. Agnes Lee Chapter, U.D.C. 1906




FROM: “IN MEMORY OF THE HEROES IN GRAY- 1861-1928" PUBLISHED BY THE
CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS HOME OF GEORGIA

HISTORY OF AGNES LEE CHAPTER
By Mrs. V. A, S. Moore, Historian

AGNES LEE CHAPTER, U. D.C., of Decatur, was organized in January, 1901, upon solicitation of the veterans of

Camp Clement A. Evans, who wished to receive Crosses of Honor in their home town.

Mirs. Clement A. Evans, who was reared in Decatur, called together a group of representative women to meet at
the home of Mrs. Milton A. Candler to organize a chapter, which was named for the youngest daughter of Robert E. Lee,
who died in early girlhood.

The first president was Mrs, Rebecca Sassnett Green, a Wesleyan graduate, and the first historian was Miss Mary
Gay, a well known writer.

Of this original group of elect ladies, three Confederate widows, Mrs. Cora Beck Holleyman, Mrs. C. E. Kerr and
Mrs. Albert Cox are still enrolled with the membership of over two hundred.

Besides the regular Chapter routine, the outstanding accomplishment of those days was furnishing the reception
room at the Georgia Confederate Soldiers Home, a bed room at the Winnie Davis Memorial Dormitory in Athens, raising

a substantial contribution for the DeKalb County Confederate Monument and mounting on Court House square the
cannon used by DeKalb County soldiers in the Indian war of 1836,

Important landmarks of the Battle of Decatur have been marked, also the graves of over one hundred
Confederates in the Decatur cemetery.

The Chapter is represented upon the Stone Mountain founders' roll and four members are honored as Dircclors of
the Monumental Association,

Besides meeting every Star Chapter requirement, Agnes Lee carries on valuable educational work in presenting
five gold essay medals annually, and sustaining scholarships in Agnes Scott College and Rabun Gap School, in
supporting a department of Souther History and Literature in the Decatur Public Library.

The pride of the Chapter and a factor in binding the membership in love and loyalty is the beautiful Chapter
House erected in 1916. The lot was presented by a husband of the president, Mr. Thos. N. Fulton, and was part of the

Avery estale, the childhood home of Mrs. Evans, the founder.

The building was financed by work of members and the gifts of generous friends. It fulfills a useful need as a civic
center and patriotic gathering place, and a depository for precious relics and records

Two camps of United Confederate Veterans, Camp Wheeler and Camp Evans, having abandoned monthly
meetings because of infirmity and diminishing numbers, entrusted us with their pictures, books, and dearly beloved silken
flags, which are tenderly preserved along with the Confederate Uniform of another friend who has crossed over.

Happy memories overwhelm us of the "at home" affairs given the World War Soldiers from Camp Gordon before
they faced "No Man's Land" and "Flanders Field." And of the "spend the day" parties for the bruised and broken from
Fort McPherson Hospital. In patriotic service, Agnes Lee met her opportunity well.

We love to recall the memories of dinners given on Memorial Days when dozens of Veterans of the Gray,
stalwart, bright- and happy, shared our hospitality, making our hearts swell with pride at the high privilege of being called
a "Daughter of the Confederacy.”

Many have answered the last call but they live in our memory, urging with pathetic insistence that we gladden the
path of those few remaining who represent all that was chivalrous in the Old South, and brave and true in the New.-

May we be worthy of our heritage.

PATRIOT-SOLDIER

To preserve unsullied and untarnished one's honor, and the honor of his country, is the highest, the noblest
ambition of a patriot-soldier.
"For gold the merchant plows the main,
The farmer plows the manor;
But glory is the soldier's prize:
The soldier's wealth is honor.

Mrs. R. J. Young, of West End, Atlanta, is a tried friend of the Confederate Veterans, and has done much for their comfort.
She is very prominent in club life in Atlanta, especially in the U. D. C. She is a member of the Staff of General Vance.




Brief History of Agnes Lee Chapter U. D. C.
1901 - 1942

This was the year book under Mrs. E. A. Stead.

The history of Agnes Lee Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy, was for many years
closely associated with the history of Decatur itself, so united were all citizens in their loyalty to
the memory of the men and women of the Sixties. Organized in 1901 by leaders among the
citizens of Decatur--it long enjoyed the distinction of being the only organization other than
church societies in the community. In the more than forty years of its life twenty-two women
have served it as president, many for two terms in office. A few for longer periods. During these
years only one woman was given the distinction of being named honorary president.

An able staff of officers was associated with each president, and the many who held no office
but who gave their time and love and money willingly and happily-"are their names not written"
in the membership list carried in this booklet, and their influence felt by a grateful people?

For ten years the meetings of the U. D. C. were held in homes or at the Court House, and then, the
monument having been paid for, the pleasant task of building the Chapter House, with the help of every
man, woman and child in the community, marked a period of fruitful activity. To this good day the
Chapter’s Constitution prmrides for an "Advisory board of ten gentlemen”, All patriotic, civic and social
meetings were held in Agnes Lee Chapter House for many years. Dinners were served by the Daughters,
all of whom seemed to be able to produce the most delicious food for the Chamber of Commerce regularly,
and occasionally for all other meetings, partics included. It really served as a community center, and far be
from me to begin to name those, who through the years with faithful loyalty, carried on “ in season and
out of season” the full, rich program of U. D. C. activities and community service. The monthly
meetings held every second Friday afternoon with educational programs followed closely those
provided by State and General, U. D. C., but the Veterans were always featured so long as it was

possible for them to attend. Many an afternoon some loved Veteran told his experiences or




praised the Confederate Leaders until the shadows fell and it was a pleasure and privilege to
Agnes Lee members to make them happy. One day stands out as particularly significant when
the few remaining members of a Camp brought their pictures of heroes and their tattered banners
and entrusted them to Agnes Lee for safe-kéeping.

Commemorative days were always observed-Memorial Day especially-and the
"speaking" at the Court House where every onc was in attendance, followed by a parade in which
schools often participated, the decoration of the Monument, markers and graves with flags and
flowers, in later years taken over by the ChiAldrcn of the Confederacy assisted by Scouts and
Camp Fire Girls, was always a happy occasion. The dinner at the Chapter House, served to the

Veterans from the Soldier's Home as well as those in DeKalb County, and to visitors, was an

event looked forward to and long remembered. Some of this work still goes on but lacks the
inspiration of the presence of the Il;en and women of the Sixties. Historical essays, written by
school children each year, the U.D.C. providing medals, and a speaker for each school form, as
i : always, an important part of the educational program. Crosses of Honor and of Service have been
presented, valuable scholarships provided (see scholarships), and active service in State work by
gifted members of the Chapter, all must be recorded to the credit of the chapter.

Always generous in sharing its hosp}tality-Agnes Lee Chapter House was the
center of activity for women during the first World War. It also housed for a time the Fine Arts
Club, the American Legion, the Legion Auxiliary, and was sometimes used for P. T. A. dinners

and benefits. The long room with its high ceiling and colonial fireplace and mantle, with the

portraits of statesmen and heroes adorning the walls, the flags and relics, all provide an
atmdsphcre of charm and culture. With fire-light and soft shaded candles, as when the Daughters
of 1912 were entertained by Agnes Lee in 1925, a scene of entrancing beauty was produced. Fair
ladies and brave men were present, for men came to evening meetings, statesmen, judges,
ministers, public officials, and always the Veterans so long as they could come, and the welcome

they received was always warm and gracious.




four gitls and boys through college. We also supported a Department of Southern History and
Literature in the Decatur Public Library.

For the years 1904 and 1905 we can find no record of activities, as one historian said, "Agnes
Lee didn't die, she just went sound asleep”.

Mrs. Alice Houston Billups was elected President in 1906. The Chapter had a]:e;;tdy begun a
movement to erect a monument on the Courthouse Square in Decatur to the soldiers who went from
DeKalb County during the War between the States. The Chapter had $15.00 in the treasury and the

members were finishing up a quilt to be sold, the money to go to the monument fund. Mr. Freeman
bought the quilt at auction for $10.00, then gave it back to be resold. It was bought this time by

Mr. Thompson, for $3.00. The Chapter had a rummage sale and oyster supper. They now had

something over $60.00. Sometimes, however, there were so few present that a meeting could not

be held. Realizing that they had to give up on the monument the members decided to mount an old
cannon, brought back from the Creek Indian War in 1836, that had been lying on the Decatur Square
for more than sixty years.

Note: Decatur's first military company, the Volunteer Light Infantry, was organized under a
special act of the Legislature, approved Dccembgr 22, 1835, with Dr. E. N. Calhoun as its Captain.
This Company took an active part in the Creek Indian War. Esquire C. W. McGinnis, grandfather
of C. B. McGinnis, was a Lieutenant in the Company and had brought back this little iron cannon.
It was used in celebrating politicél victoﬁes and town weddings.

This was the little cannon that was mounted on the granite pedestal by the Agnes Lee
Chapter U.D.C., unveiled on April 20, 1906, and now sits in dignified silence as a link between the
past and the present. The amount paid for the mounting was $64.40. Beautiful music, eloquent
speeches and a large assembly marked the exercises, Miss Ida Hamilton unveiling the little cannon.

Mrs. Cora Holleyman was elected President of Agnes Lee Chapter in 1907. Mrs. Dade
Sams was elected First Vice President. With the spirit and endurance to tackle and to do the

impossible, Mrs. Holleyman revived the idea of a monument on the Courthouse Square. The cause
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strengthened through the year; the whole town joined in the effort and Hon. Charles D. McKinney,

Sr., was over-all Chairman of the project.

During Mrs, Holleyman's administration the growth of the Chapter expanded wonderfully.

The money for the Confederate Monument was raised. It was unveiled in 1908 and now stands upon

the DecaturCourthouse Square, a fitting memorial from our citizens of their high appreciation of the

brave men who were sacrificed for the honor of our beloved Southland.

SOUTHERN LITERATURE

In 1908 the attention of the U.D.C. was called to the fact that there was a dearth of books on
Southern Histories in the Libraries of foreign countries, and that any contribution of such books
would be most acceptable. As a result the U.D.C. took action. Thousands of books and pamphlets
have been placed in the following Libraries: London Public Library, the Bodleian at Oxford

University, Library of Parliament at Ottawa, American and the Sorbonne in Paris, the Louvain in

Belgium, Basel in Switzerland and Heidelberg in Germany.

The U.D.C. collected and sent out-of-print books of value. Diaries, letters, newspapers, as

well as new works of value on Confederate subjects were sent.
"

Fifty copies of President Davis' book “Th-e Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government
were sent, also books were sent to colleges and universities, also libraries in the north and west
During World War I many tons of books were sent to our Service men in Camps, Ship Libraries,
Hospitals and USO's. These included many Bibles and Testaments.

Agnes Lee Chapter had a part in all of this great work.

Many, many good things were done under Mrs. Holleyman’s leadership. She resigned in
1909 and Mrs. Charles Murphy Candler, Sr. was elected President, Mrs. Dade Sams remaining as

First Vice President. The good work was continued under Mrs. Candler with forty-nine members.




History of Agnes Lee Chapter
From Organization, January 1,1901 to
Present, September 1, 1953

January 1,1901 - September 1, 1953 by Frances C. (Mrs. Walter J. Davis)

On the morning of January 1,1901, Mrs. Rebecca Sasnett Green had an unexpected
visitor. Mrs. Clement A. Evans was the visitor, and she called in order to talk over
organizing a chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy in Decatur, Naturally, Mrs.
Green was interested.

Mrs. Evans said that on General Robert E. Lee's birthday, January 19th, that the Atlanta
Chapter would give the Veterans their Crosses of Honor, and that the men of Camp Evans
wished we had a chapter in Decatur, so they would not have to go into Atlanta and get in the
crowds. They wanted to receive their crosses in their home town, The seed took root and on
January 5,1901 several ladies were invited to Mrs. Milton A. Candler, Sr.'s home and the
chapter was organized. Mrs. Rebecca S. Green was named the first president. Mrs. Evans
also suggested the name of General Lee's lovely youngest daughter, Agnes Lee. So that is
how the Chapter got its start and name.

Some of the minutes state that the Chapter was organized January 5 and some January 8.
It seemed that after it had been organized for four or five years it went to sleep. This is
I recorded in the minutes, then some of the loyal members commenced to knock on the door. I
am glad they woke up.

[ am putting a picture of Agnes Lee in this book. It was given to me just recently, and I
think this is the proper place. :

interesting articles by historians, etc. which I will not record. It has been impossible to secure
pictures of all the past presidents. Some of the first ones they will not part with. I mean the
: families, want to keep them, and I cannot blame them.

l

|

i There are several articles about the beginning of the Chapter in this volume, also other
I

|

Brief History. 1901-1942

| The history of Agnes Lee Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy, was for many
| years closely associated with the history of Decatur itself: so united were all the citizens in
their loyalty to the memory of the men and woman of the Sixties. Organized in 1901 by
leaders among the citizens of Decatur, it long enjoyed the distinction of being the only
" organization other than church societies in the community. In the more than forty years of its
life twenty-two women have served as presidents, many for two terms or more in office, a




few a longer period. During these years only one woman was given the distinction of being
named honorary president.

An able staff of officers were associated with each president, and the many who held no
office, but gave their time, love and money, willingly and happily, "are their names not
written" in the pages of the yearbook etc. and their influence felt by a grateful people?

For ten years the U.D.C. meetings were held in homes or at the Courthouse, and the
Monument having been paid for, the pleasant task of building the Chapter House with the
help of every man, woman and child in the community. The lot was given by Mr. T.N.
Fulton, Mrs. Fulton was a past president. All patriotic and civic and social meetings were
held in Agnes Lee Chapter House for many years. Dinners were served by the Daughters, all
of whom seemed to be able to produce the most delicious food for the Chamber of
Commerce regularly, and occasionally for all other meetings, parties included. It really
served as a community center, and far be it from me to begin to name those, whose years of
faithful loyalty carried on "in season and out of season" the full, rich program of U.D.C.
activities and community service.

The monthly meetings held every second Friday afternoon with educational programs
followed closely those provided by State and General U.D.C., but the Veterans were always
featured so long as it was possible for them to attend. Many an afternoon some loved Veteran
told his experiences or praised the Confederate Leaders until the shadows fell and it was a
pleasure and a privilege to Agnes Lee Chapter members to make them happy. One day stands
out as particularly significant when the few remaining members of a Camp brought their
pictures of heroes and their tattered banners and entrusted them to Agnes Lee for
safekeeping.

Commemorative days were always observed. Memorial Day especially and the "speaking"
at the Courthouse where everyone was in attendance, followed by a parade in which schools
often participated, the decoration of the Monument, markers and graves with flags and
flowers, and in later years it was taken over by the Children of the Confederacy assisted by
Scouts and Camp fire Girls. This was always a happy occasion. Many lovely occasions have
occurred there and fair ladies and brave men were present. For the men came to evening
meetings, statesmen, judges, ministers, public officials, and always the Veterans as long as
they could come, and the welcome they received was always warm and gracious.

In recent years all the work of the Chapter activities has done well. Historical essays are
written by the school children and the winners are awarded with medals at our Memorial Day
exercises in the schools. Each school has its own exercises. One Cross of Honor was
awarded a World War veteran during my term as president. Several Crosses of Military
Service were given. This will continue always.

\ |
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